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GILMORE & ASSOCIATES,INC.

ENGINEERING & CONSULTING SERVICES

MEMORANDUM
Date: February 04, 2025
To: Henry Felsman, City Planner <Henry.Felsman@pbhila.gov>; Katherine Liss

<Katherine.Liss@Phila.gov>; Alex M. Smith, Director of the Philadelphia Art Commission
<Alex.Smith@Phila.gov>; Art Commission <ArtCommission@pbhila.gov>

From: Jordan Warner — Gilmore & Associates <jwarner@gilmore-assoc.com>
Corey Wilson, RLA, LLA — Gilmore & Associates <cwilson@gilmore-assoc.com>
cc: John Keiser — Philadelphia Parks & Recreation <John.Keiser@Phila.gov>

Reference: Request for Final Approval — East Passyunk Community Recreation Center

Following concept approval at the Art Commission’s Jan 8t" 2024 public meeting, we respectfully request final approval
review for open space improvements at the East Passyunk Community Recreation Center (EPCRC) at 13" Street and
Mifflin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148.

This revised proposal responds to Art Commission questions and comments regarding:
- Art: Ownership of the “Sun Arc” sculpture
- Seating: Additional seating, especially for supervising adults at the 5-12 year old play area
- Trees: Preservation, replacement / zoning permit, species selection, and planting detail for optimum health
- Night Lighting: Information and analysis, including rendered plan illustrating distance and brightness of
night illumination

The revised proposal also highlights the existing mural (installed in 2021) as an important piece of public art in the
community. The overall design concept remains consistent. A few minor changes were made to the site layout since
the concept review.

The project is still supported by Philadelphia Parks & Recreation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Corey Wilson, RLA, LLA Jordan Warner
Landscape Architect Landscape Designer
Gilmore & Associates, Inc. Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
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SITE CONTEXT
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SITE CONTEXT
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X

EXISTING SITE
CONDITIONS

Existing flagpole to be relocated;
existing lightpole to be replaced

<

Existing benches fo be removed

v

e - > S e - —_=

En‘rire' existing sculpture to be relocd’red to ) Existing perimeter fence & gates non-compliant; Existing asphalt ’roe demolished and be converted
Sperlak Gallery and Sculpture Gardens in Cape May remove and replace with compliant alternative to ages 2-5 play area.
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EXISTING SITE
CONDITIONS
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

EPCC

Conceptual Design for
Open Space Improvements

1025 Mifflin Street | Philadelphia, PA 19148
May 2018 | Project Number 2017-18

‘ COMMUNITY DESIGN \
COLLABORATIVE

Strengthening neighborhoods through design

In 2018, The Community Design Collaborative (CDC)
completed a conceptual design. which included
community engagement work.

The findings pointed toward design features such as

play mounds, playground equipment, spray showers,
seat walls, better lighting/visibility, table seating, and
an overall sense of welcoming and accessibility.

Paraphrasing the CDC's report:

A Philadelphia Parks & Recreation (PPR) owned site, the East
Passyunk Community Center (EPCC) officially opened its doors as a
new community amenity in October 2015, which was a reopening and
rebranding of sorts, since the former tenants of the site operated the
building and its grounds under limited access with closed doors.

The immediate neighborhood lacks open space and playgrounds, and
the site’s past conditions made the community center similar to a fortress
with tall shrubs, fences, and a windowless, signless building.

Visibility is a significant concern, as is adequate lighting, better signage,
and improvements to the site enfrances and building facade.

There is a desire fo maximize the site’s use for activities and a need fo
envision a better “front yard” of the community center.

The goal is to have a welcoming outdoor space that fosters community,
maintains visibility and safety, promotes intergenerational activities, and
relates to the neighborhood’s needs and demographics.
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COM M U N ITY Dot-voting by Community Members to gauge interest in various design ideas

ENGAGEMENT -

Water Play

Play Elements for Older Kids
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COM M U N ITY Dot-voting by Community Members to gauge interest in various design ideas

ENGAGEMENT -

Multi-Generational Play Spaces ’ - _ Courtyard Spaces with Seating

A r—
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COM M U N ITY Dot-voting by Community Members to gauge interest in various design ideas

ENGAGEMENT -

Building Facades and Entrances

Fencing Treatments

Lighting
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EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN

- - 2 4 EAT< A A Flevated < S ey
‘ ‘ | / ‘ o X/’ E d);// X oy » ¥ o Cone Pog 4 4|2 4 'Passyunk Recreation Center” 2.5H|Wood Fénce
P - . < < <
O 5 L —— 2 151 Chainlink Fencea A X —]
%] w = HT o 4 q “ T Gate o
E < < A 2 a9 A
N 4 s s g 4
§ A pal A A A a4 <
2 * R 4 4 < 4 4 A 4 A A
o s ® < 4 < 9H Chainlink Fence
R “§ & < < g4 A a < a 4 T
n w = N |<1 2 a 4 2 a4 * /
g ‘o3 s 4 a 4 P N < N Grote 2202
& TR 4q a A A 2 < N (<} I 79.42
3 H S q ‘ 4 4 sa Aa sh 4 A
3 A 2
;: Fod— % ‘%" = 4 A A 24 4 < ) < x
X NI )
n Conc.
; Fw ;E > a 8 onc. Curb s
& h 2 IN 24.25
. ﬂ’z< o VAV AV AYA AN,
A IN O »
p 8 2" ”Z
w : X
g
%] = 3 4 &
! X n R : [ L L L /L L L L LS /
1 —— E N : AN < <
|3 1 Gross 114 Chainlink
E, S q Fence
Y (] $ : ” 2 ® J N A 15H Cha//)7(//'n/( Fence X X
%] S N <
m = N < 3 , A
& E N L a4 4 <D\ 4 ienchmar/; BM Q
4 4 1 ) Cone._Curt Mag Nai,
%) % (xl' a §| — ul T T T 1 4 ¢ N 226630.56) x
3 4 £ 26938771.33)
| SN
T\ & N Benchmark £l 24.01
o RN |e = < ) 7 4
2 2 (Mag Nall, M A
N A AR W: 22665592 @ s s 4
T N L x5 £ 2693756.54 O]
T O N & 3 £l 2307 < =
'S L\,‘*’u\' n a Q O < Variable Height
S 4 : a Grick Wall L
n = Plonter
% A 4 A = A o
“a . g”f Inlet <4 @
< Grate 2265 s B
T .
W 11 . 212572 Flanter S
< .
” = : N Playground §
A 4 A A < N
w N 2 a
O, ® ©
a « s 1 E S O & Round O ®
Ny a$ 33 o Statue (15) O S
P O if s < -
- R W
%) = $ 3 3 o /\ O N
N T 0 * §
uz §A 4 @) A Crate 2.125<1A R X
. IN [¢] N
g é> O 2 Spgm/(:er (En 3 S
w p < O 3 ¢ N
a a . S
2] = A © @] N S
“ N N )
M $
. < RS Q
R A a8
] § < = _/@ Levated == Drain §
" = al * 2 g Light Pole on LP cone. Pad H Grate 23.27 "
mu Cone. Pad
2 A ¢ Conce. Curb S
NXx Q
< 1 Deciduous Tree (O
8% (p.)
5
w A Y £ Grass Grass
. PEEES YR ) ¥ i
s § Y N Flog Pole Unk. Vault ® 1723 Miffiin St
N 3 3§§ X% Unk. MH :
Sl N Rim 22.87 o)
) . 7 Py '6
R §ll.2 S 4 8
N Wi ¥ S <& 3 Right—orf—Way Line
$ g V] X —— X v —— X % ‘s
% &hgz » RN a4 4, Tt Gn. froh Fencd © PR ™ 2 A 7 ~ e K X— * e % Y
A a 4 4 < < a4 A A Ag A < 7/7’40m, lron, Fenfe A Gate
A
N 2 a9 2 o7 4 . : < ? o 4 2 4 4T,
(%] = a < A A ] 4 4 < < < < A A A 4
A A A A 4 < < < . < <
. 2 < ) < o S ) < < < . D a a 4 s e 50 _SCO Driveway <
Maitbox (2) A ign "Slow Qo%n Kids a4, A A < ol y < 4
< Vaying” A A A XN 4 A A A a < Cleanout (Tip.) 4 " a
P A A 48 A < 4 A A A a A A A U’IE A 2 A A
A 4 4 g 4 _ < A » N ad e A A 4, A <
n Conc. Curb z
Sign No Parking Anytime/ Cone. Curb
| L Slow Down Kids Playing” Cpes
PHILADELPHIA GILMORE & A
SSOCIATES, INC.
EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET & Fi#kediitnnarion ghmmssmenss 19

ART COMMISSION FINAL APPROVAL PRESENTATION — FEB 2025



EXISTING CONCRETE AND BASE
MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED 1,770 SF

DEMOLITION PLAN REVISION - TWO TREES PRESERVED

EXISTING ASPHALT AND“BASE MATERIAL
TO BE REMOVED 1,100 SF
225

EXISTING BRICK PAVING AND BASE
MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED +2,560 SF

EXISTING RUBBER SAFETY SURFACING
AND BASE MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED
+305 SF

EXISTING LAWN AND TOPSOIL TO BE
REMOVED +3480 SF

EXISTING CURB TO BE REMOVED +350 LF

LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE £10,950 SF
SAWCUT LINE

TO BE REMOVED

DEMOLITION PLAN KEY

<>REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE
(£2-3") AND STONE BASE (£4-6").

@REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE CURB
REMOVE EXISTING ASPHALT (+£2-3")
AND STONE BASE (+4-6").

REMOVE EXISTING BRICK PAVERS (+2-3")
AND STONE BASE (+4-6").

REMOVE RUBBER SAFETY SURFACING
(£3-4") AND STONE BASE (+6").

REMOVE EXISTING LAWN AND
TOPSOIL (£3").

ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS WITHIN LOD.
REMOVE EXISTING PLANTERS AND
ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS WITHIN LOD.

REMOVE EXISTING FENCE/ GATES AND
ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS

REMOVE EXISTING TREE
@ SAWCUT LINE

@REMOVE EXISTING BENCHES AND

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET @ stiseiitnsamon Ghomssmmms g9
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DEMOLITION PLAN

EXISTING CONCRETE AND BASE
MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED *1,770 SF

EXISTING ASPHALT ARD“BASE MATERIAL
TO BE REMOVED +1,100 SF
225

A

EXISTING BRICK PAVING AND BASE
MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED +2,560 SF

EXISTING RUBBER SAFETY SURFACING
AND BASE MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED
+305 SF

\
1\

| l COORDINATE WITH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

1" CURB AROUND SPRAY GROUND
TO BE PRESERVED

EXISTING INLET

EXISTING LAWN AND TOPSOIL TO BE
REMOVED +3480 SF

N

EXISTING CURB TO BE REMOVED +350 LF

LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE N ‘ 01 . TO REMAIN —WD—— 10—  LIMIT OF DISTURBANCE +10,950 SF
~ AAAA AR o mmm omm omm SAWCUT LINE
X TO BE REMQOVED
dov-
// NN
SALVAGE
- — 3 O
REINSTALL a— s
EXISTING /
5 INLET P
/ /
W\ / g / )
< : > 5 / .
: ° = //
Y 3 / 1
// LR /
/ 8 3% /
EXISTING PLAY b , /
EQUIPMENT TO REMAIN s
;7SS
B ’S S S S T / DEMOLITION PLAN KEY

IOVE (15) STATUES AND
JALVAGE FOR ARTIST TO
REINSTALL OFFSITE

REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE
/ (£2-3") AND STONE BASE (+4-6").
/ / @REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE CURB

<3>REMOVE EXISTING ASPHALT (+£2-3")

L

REMOVE EXISTING LIGHT

AND STONE BASE (+4-6").
POLE AND FOOTER

/ 6 REMOVE EXISTING BRICK PAVERS (+2-3")
/ AND STONE BASE (+4-6").

4$7 REMOVE RUBBER SAFETY SURFACING

OVE EXISTING FLAGPOLE
TO RELOCATE ON SITE

(£3—4") AND STONE BASE (+6").

10D / —l.0D / L0D- / | 4 J-OG 10D L ‘/ t \ 10D 100 @REMOVE EXISTING LAWN AND

TOPSOIL (£3").

@REMOVE EXISTING BENCHES AND
ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS WITHIN LOD.

REMOVE EXISTING PLANTERS AND
ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS WITHIN LOD.

@REMOVE EXISTING FENCE/ GATES AND

REMOVE EXISTING ELEVATED PRESERVE & EXISTING UTILITY VAULT — PRESERVE & PROTECT ASSOCIATED FOOTINGS

CONCRETE PAD; SALVAGE PROTECT EXISTING AND MANHOLE TO REMAIN EXISTING HAWTHORN TREE
INLAID PLAQUE FOR ARTIST HAWTHORN TREE, INCL. ROOTS RE“OVE EXISTING TREE
TO REINSTALL OFFSITE INCL. ROOTS C
SAWCUT LINE

PHILADELPHIA GILMORE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
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“SUNARC SUNDIAL” SCULPTURE RELOCATION

. The City is responsible for De-installing, Packaging, and
Loading onto moving trucks.

Artist is responsible for transportation and re-installation.

3 History / Transfer of Ownership:

~ 1991  Sun Arc installed for the Tolentine Community
Center (not City-owned)

2015 Parks and Rec acquired site incl. building,
grounds, and Sun Arc and renamed site to East
Passyunk Community Center

2020 Transfer Agreement negotiations between
the artist, Gary Weisman, and the City of
Philadelphia

T ot g 2025 Planned Phase 2 construction kickoff. An on-call
e e conservator from Creative Philadelphia will be
used for the sculpture relocation.

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET @ Fiiiiiennaron Gomsmmmmes 4y
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2021 MURAL - ‘SOUTH PHILLY BULLETIN BOARD’

\

Gae) |
>

20 1 iockup

e

(NoTTenn STuo)

2021 Ribbon Cutting

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET @ Fisiestitnranon Grmesmsns g

ART COMMISSION FINAL APPROVAL PRESENTATION — FEB 2025




CONCEPT PLAN REVISION - BENCHES ADDED, TREES PRESERVED

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY CENTER
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CONCEPT PLAN
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MATERIALS
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East Passyunk
Community Center
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Mayfair Fencing

Picnic Tables — = e A
Both to include checkerboards; one to include an ADA spot Porous Resin-Bound Aggregate in Tree Pits PPR Standard Bench (backless version also)

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET @ Fiisestitnramon Gmsemsns g

ART COMMISSION FINAL APPROVAL PRESENTATION — FEB 2025



TREE REPLACEMENT PLAN
|
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EXISTING: REMOVE 6, PRESERVE 2

Remove all 3 Bradford Pears (34" total caliper)

Preserve the 2 largest of 5 total Hawthorns, DBHs 14" & 18"

Total Caliper of Three removed Hawthorns for Tree

___—

Replacement Requirement: 34” —
Arborist report pending

+ / I |

_
T

PROPOSED: PRESERVE 2, PLANT 13

5 new canopy shade trees (e.g. Maple, Oak)
8 new understory trees (e.g. Juneberry, Redbud)

¥ 3" Caliper x 13 = 36” (exceeds requirement)

If necessary, additional trees required by PCPC Zoning Regulations
will be planted off-site by PPR

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER [11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET

BUSEM PHILADELPHIA GILMORE & ASSOCIATES , INC.
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UNDERSTORY CANOPY

SHRUB / GROUNDCOVER

PLANT PALETTE

- -
Quercus bicolor - Swamp White Oak

17 ~,

| 1

Cercis canade

-

nsis - Eastern Redbud = Prunué virginiana ‘Schubert’ - Checherrg Viburnum prunifolium - Blackhaw Viburnum

Rhus aromatica ‘Gro Low’ - Dwarf Fragrant Sumac
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POROUS PAVING AND TREE PLANTING DETAILS

VARIES
3' MIN.

LOOSE AGGREGATE AT TRUNK
TO ALLOW TREE GROWTH

POROUS RESIN-BOUND AGGREGATE

POROUS ROOT BARRIER

METAL EDGE

FINISHED GRADE \

ADJACENT MATERIAL VARIES —
(CONCRETE PAVING, SAFETY
SURFACE, CONCRETE CURB)

POROUS ROOT BARRIER
(BELOW SAFETY SURFACE
BASE COURSE)

EXISTING TREE WITH POROUS RESIN-BOUND AGGREGATE COVER

LOOSE AGGREGATE AT TRUNK
TO ALLOW TREE GROWTH

POROUS RESIN-BOUND AGGREGATE
POROUS ROOT BARRIER
METAL EDGE
FINISHED GRADE
ADJACENT MATERIAL VARIES —— =

(CONCRETE PAVING, SAFETY
SURFACE, CONCRETE CURB)

N

N —]
ST

ST

REMOVE TREE WRAP

TREE CALIPER MEASURED AT
6" ABOVE ROOT BALL

TRUNK FLARE VISIBLE ABOVE PLANTING SOIL

TOP OF ROOT BALL SET 2" ABOVE DESIRED
HEIGHT TO ALLOW FOR SETTLEMENT

CUT AND REMOTE BURLAP AND WIRE
BASKET FROM TOP 1/3 OF ROOT BALL

—— ROOT BALL

Z
UNEXCAVATED
OR TAMPED SOIL.

i
‘ EXISTING SUBGRADE

%N
N

2.5-3 TIMES WIDTH OF ROOT BALL

TAMPED MOUND TO PREVENT SETTLEMENT

NEW TREE PLANTING WITH POROUS RESIN-BOUND AGGREGATE COVER

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER [11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET

PHILADELPHIA

PARKS&RECREATION
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ENGINEERING & CONSULTING SERVICES
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EXISTING NIGHT ILLUMINATION PHOTOS (1 of 2)

&l %o el
‘.ﬁ E—naui | . z S -
..,.!,—;‘ " I'gzmma PN

f ;

ocing NE from Intersection . & Mifflin - Proposed new site entrance

The existing lights on the building and street
provide some important light.

Adding a working light pole in the middle
of the site is essential.

| ocing East from 11th St. — Vehicular enfrance
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EXISTING NIGHT ILLUMINATION PHOTOS (2 of 2)

QES?i ‘w ﬂ ‘i
‘h.,'.._ aind Wit

A

U= 25 ),

Facing Southeast from Building Entrdn

Facing Northwest from Splash Pad Facing Northeast from Splash Pad
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PROPOSED ILLUMINATION — RENDERED ANALYSIS PLAN A
— ,_

EXTENTS OF
ANALYSIS

EXTENTS OF
ANALYSIS

EXTENTS OF
ANALYSIS

MIEELINISTREE; 4

BOPM PHILADELPHIA
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ELEMENTS §

Little Tikes - 3.5” Arch Swing

Little Tikes - Pine Tree Stumps Little Tikes - Crawl Log

EAST PASSYUNK COMMUNITY REC CENTER | 11TH STREET & MIFFLIN STREET @ Fisiestitnranon Gomesmsns  op

ART COMMISSION FINAL APPROVAL PRESENTATION — FEB 2025




PLAY EQUIPMENT

Play Equipment color palette Safety Surface color swatch*® Ages 2-5 Play Equipment
T
& ?
¢
Ages 5-12 Play Equipment, view A Ages 5-12 Play Equipment, view B

*Color of safety surface in play equipment renderings is not up-to-date with latest design decisions.
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