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UBLIC  

 
November 25, 2024 

 

Alex M. Smith 

The Philadelphia Art Commission 

One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

Dear Alex: 

 

Creative Philadelphia (Creative PHL) is requesting a conceptual review of the Percent for Art project for the 

Broad Germantown, Erie Intersection during the Philadelphia Art Commission meeting on December 11th, 2024. 

The project is described below. 

 

SUBJECT: Percent for Art – Broad, Germantown, and Erie Intersection 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

 

This Percent for Art opportunity for the Broad, Germantown, and Erie (BGE) Intersection was initiated in 

collaboration with our partners at the City's Department of Planning & Development, as part of a major 

construction project to upgrade the intersection.  The project is located in the Nicetown-Tioga section of North 

Philadelphia at the intersection of Broad Street, Germantown, and Erie Avenue.  The intersection forms two 

triangles at Erie Ave and Butler Street where the majority of the site improvements are occurring and where the 

public artworks will be installed.   

 

The BGE Percent for Art project will provide several two and three dimensional artworks that are permanent, 

site-specific, and reflect the culture, values, and diversity of the Nicetown-Tioga community. Telling the story of 

this neighborhood’s past as well as envisioning the future was of particular importance to community members. 
 

Creative PHL distributed a Call for Artists which was open from August – September of 2023 and 52 artist teams 

applied.  Creative PHL assembled a Percent for Art Committee to guide the selection of the artist, which 

included: members of the Honoring History Committee (a group of neighborhood history enthusiasts and 

community stakeholders) local arts and culture professionals, representatives from the Project Design team,  

and representatives of Creative PHL and the City's Department of Planning & Development.  

 

The BGE Percent for Art Committee selected four (4) finalists to provide design proposals.  The artists received 

input and inspiration from the community, prior to and after creating their proposals, through in-person and 

online community engagement meetings and an online survey that collected public feedback about each design. 

Artist Gary L. Moore was selected by the BGE Percent for Art Committee as the winning artist. Gary has designed 

three coordinated artworks titled “Afro-Sankofa / In Flight”.  The first artwork is titled “Afro-Sankofa/ Arrival” and 

is located at the Erie triangle.  It consists of two thematic, glass mosaics on the surface of planters facing Broad 

Street.  The second artwork is titled “Afro-Sankofa/ Nesting” and is located at the Butler Triangle.  This glass 

mosaic seat wall is a swirl of color that conveys a landscape theme of nature, birds, and motifs that connect with 

the other site works.  And lastly, “Afro-Sankofa /Perched” is a freestanding, colorful steel sculpture with an 

African Sankofa bird resting on top, to be located at the Butler triangle. 

 

Each piece in this overarching series is inspired by the culture, architectural context and color palette of the 

neighborhood. With these beautiful works, the artist’s goal is to tell a story through the mythological African 

Sankofa about celebrating the Nicetown-Tioga neighborhood’s past and preparing for building a brighter future.   
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Should you require any additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 215.686.4596. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA 
Public Art Director 

Creative Philadelphia 
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BGE Site Lighting
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