
 
 
 
 

30 October  2024 
 

Alex M. Smith 
Director of the Philadelphia Art Commission 
Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
City of Philadelphia 

 
RE: Happy Hollow Recreation Center, 4800 Wayne Ave, Philadelphia, PA   

Request for Final Review 
 

Dear Mr. Smith: 
 

We respectfully request to be included on the Art Commission agenda Wednesday November 13, 2024 for Final Review 
of renovations to the Happy Hollow Recreation Center, located at the address referenced above. 

 
Following Conceptual Review in August, The Commission requested additional information regarding: 

1. Nighttime lighting of the site 
2. Site grading 
3. Proposed tree plantings 
4. Furniture revisions to show seating with backs 
5. Hazardous material in the proposed safety surface 
6. Stormwater management 

 
The Design Team has revised the design to include additional site lighting and playground seating with backs. The current 
drawings for this project are forthcoming prospective to Art Commission review and will include nighttime photographs of 
existing conditions with a lighting diagram, grading plan, existing tree assessment and landscape plan, playground 
renderings, additional information regarding safety surfacing, and civil engineering drawings detailing grading and 
stormwater management features. We will also include a Letter of Intent for Percent for Art at Happy Hollow Recreation 
Center. Please let me know if you require any additional information for your consideration at this time. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
SMP ARCHITECTS 

 
Stephen Rafferty, Jr., RA 
scr@smparchitects.com 
215 985 4410 x 313 

mailto:scr@smparchitects.com
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ANY DISCREPANCY BETWEEN FIELD 
CONDITIONS AND DOCUMENTED EXISTING OR 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS SHALL BE REPORTED 
TO OWNER IN WRITING.
ADJUST EXISTING AND PROPOSED UTILITIES TO 
MEET FINAL DESIGN CONDITIONS AS 
NECESSARY.
ADJUST TOPS OF ALL MANHOLE LIDS, EXISTING 
UTILITY STRUCTURES, ETC. TO MEET 
PROPOSED GRADES.
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HAVE A CONSTANT SLOPE UNLESS INDICATED 
BY SPOT ELEVATIONS.
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GRADING NOTES

1.

2.

3.

4.

ANY DISCREPANCY BETWEEN FIELD 
CONDITIONS AND DOCUMENTED EXISTING OR 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS SHALL BE REPORTED 
TO OWNER IN WRITING.
ADJUST EXISTING AND PROPOSED UTILITIES TO 
MEET FINAL DESIGN CONDITIONS AS 
NECESSARY.
ADJUST TOPS OF ALL MANHOLE LIDS, EXISTING 
UTILITY STRUCTURES, ETC. TO MEET 
PROPOSED GRADES.
FINISH GRADES OF PAVEMENTS AND SOIL 
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EXISTING CANOPY TREE TO REMAIN

SITE PLAN LEGEND

PROPOSED CANOPY TREE

PROPOSED ORNAMENTAL TREE

CONCRETE PAVING

ASPHALT PAVING

RUBBERIZED SAFETY SURFACE

GROUND COVER

NATIVE PERENNIAL SEED MIX 

LAWN

T

BACKLESS BENCH

PEDESTAL TABLE

TRASH RECEPTACLE

PROJECT BOUNDARY

PEDESTRIAN LIGHT

PLAYGROUND  - AGES 5-12 PLAY STRUCTURES

KEY QUANTITY PRODUCT NAME MANUFACTURER
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1

1
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BURKE

BURKE

BURKE

LEVEL X EXTREME 
NU-3285  

KIDFORCE SPINNER
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SEATS, (1) 'FREEDOM' 
ACCESSIBLE SEAT (AGES 
2-12) 
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ORBIT ROCKER

SWING 5" ARCH W/ (2) 
BUCKET SEATS

I

1 BURKE

CUSTOM PLAY PANEL 
THEME AND GRAPHICS 
TBD

E 1 BURKELEVEL X LAUNCH
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ADD ALTERNATE #2 - 
REPAIR SIDEWALK 
PAVING

ADD ALTERNATE #1 
- CONTINUOUS 
TREE TRENCH

ACTIVITIES
BUILDING

AGES 2-5 PLAY EQUIPMENT

A. Inclusive Orbit

D. Activity Panel (to be customized for playful learning)

B. Orbit Rocker

E. Level X Launch

C. Swing 5” Arch - (2) bucket seats
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H. 5” Arch - (2) Belt Seats and (1) Accessible Seat
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#1 - RED MAPLE, 4"

#2 - RED MAPLE, 7"

#3 - RED MAPLE, 7"

#21 - HONEY LOCUST, 21"

#20 - HONEY LOCUST, 24"

#22 - CHERRY, 10"

#15 - SERVICEBERRY, 9"

#16 - SERVICEBERRY, 7"

#17 - SERVICEBERRY, 8"

#18 - SERVICEBERRY, 10"

#23 - PAWLONIA, 23"
OUTSIDE PPR PROPERTY

#38 - BOX ELDER, 18"

#37 - NRWY MAPLE, 12"

#35 - SYC. MAPLE, 8"

#34 - HONEY LOCUST, 19"

#42 - SYC. MAPLE, 6"

#33 - ELM, 5"
#31 - SYC. MAPLE, 14"

#29 - SYC. MAPLE, 6"

#28 - DEAD, 14"
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EROSION CONTROL
BLANKET AND NATIVE
PERENNIAL SEED MIX

ADD ALTERNATE #1 - 
CONTINUOUS TREE TRENCH, 
ASSUME 12" PLANTING SOIL 
AND SEEDED LAWN

Qty Id Botanical Name Common Name Size Spacing Notes

Canopy Trees

2 CC Carpinus caroliniana American Hormbeam 8' - 10' ht. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B

1 NS Nyssa sylvatica Blackgum 2" - 2 1/2" cal. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B

2 OV Ostrya virginiana American Hop Hornbeam 2" - 2 1/2" cal. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B

4 PAE Platanus x acerfolia 'Morton Circle' Exclamation London Plane 2" - 2 1/2" cal. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B

1 TA Tilia americana American Basswood 2" - 2 1/2" cal. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B

Understory Trees

2 CCa Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 8' - 10' ht. As Shown Specimen Quality, B&B, Multistem

2 OT

Shrubs

8 IleOpaM IleOpaM Ilex opaca 'Maryland Dwarf' Maryland Dwarf American Holly #3 As Shown

Perennials

100 hyp cal Hypericum calycinum St. John's Wort #1 18" o.c.

163 lir mus Liriope muscari Big Blue Lily Turf #1 18" o.c.

Ornamental Grasses

90 era spe Eragrostis spectabilis Purple Love Grass #1 12" o.c

PLANTING LEGEND

LIMIT OF WORK

PROPOSED CANOPY 
TREE

PROPOSED 
ORNAMENTAL TREE

PROPOSED PERENNIALS

EROSION CONTROL BLANKET AND 
NATIVE PERENNIAL SEED MIX

12" PLANTING SOIL AND 
SEEDED LAWN

PROPOSED LAWN
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VIEW B: Ages 5-12 play area looking NW toward Gymnasium
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VIEW D: Pathway between play areas looking to Wayne Ave 
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VIEW E: Top of accessible ramp looking south to 5-12 play area
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 NORTH (FRONT) ELEVATION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           SOUTH (REAR) ELEVATION

                                                                                                                     WEST ELEVATIONEAST ELEVATION                                                                                                                                                                                  

DETAIL CONDITIONS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      



ACTIVITIES FF
0' - 0"

2345

GRADE
-1' - 6"

REPAIR AND REFINISH 
DETERIORATED CORNICE

REPAIRED/REMOUNTED 
KEYSTONE PANEL

REPAINT KEYSTONE 
PANEL, TYP

EXTERIOR WALL 
INFILL, MATCH EXG 
FLEMISH BOND

NEW STAINLESS STEEL STANDING 
SEAM METAL ROOF W/ ACRYMAX 
BARN RED ACRYLIC FINISH 
(COLOR AND FINISH TO MATCH 
EXG), TYP THROUGHOUT 
ACTIVITIES BUILDING

CAP CHIMNEY, TYP

 NEW EXTERIOR ENTRY 
DOOR 

REPOINTING THROUGHOUT 
AS REQ'D, TYP

NEW EXHAUST VENT & 
VENTILATOR IN EXG 
LOCATION, TYP.

ACTIVITIES FF
0' - 0"

2 3 4 5 61

GRADE
-1' - 6"

NEW STAINLESS STEEL STANDING 
SEAM METAL ROOF W/ ACRYMAX 
BARN RED ACRYLIC FINISH 
(COLOR AND FINISH TO MATCH 
EXG), TYP THROUGHOUT 
ACTIVITIES BUILDING

NEW BREEZEWAY ROOF AND 
STRUCTURE

CAP CHIMNEY, TYP

NEW EXTERIOR 
LIGHTING, TYP

REPOINT MASONRY AS NECESSARY, TYP REPAINT KEYSTONE 
PANEL, TYP EXTERIOR WALL INFILL, MATCH 

EXG FLEMISH BOND

EXTERIOR WALL 
INFILL, MATCH EXG 
FLEMISH BOND

 NEW SECURITY CAMERAS 
THROUGHOUT

NEW ADA ENTRY

REPAIRED/REMOUNTED 
KEYSTONE PANEL

NEW EXHAUST VENT & 
VENTILATOR IN EXG 
LOCATION, TYP.

PROJECT NUMBER: 718.07
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EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

11/13/2024

RENOVATIONS TO THE HAPPY HOLLOW RECREATION CENTER - CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

|  3/32" = 1'-0"

1. NORTH (FRONT) ELEVATION

2. SOUTH (REAR) ELEVATION



ACTIVITIES FF
0' - 0"

BA

GRADE
-1' - 6"

AR
EA
 N
O
T 
IN
 S
C
O
PE

NEW STAINLESS STEEL STANDING 
SEAM METAL ROOF W/ ACRYMAX 

BARN RED ACRYLIC FINISH 
(COLOR AND FINISH TO MATCH 

EXG), TYP THROUGHOUT 
ACTIVITIES BUILDING

CAP CHIMNEY, TYP

REPAINT KEYSTONE 
PANEL, TYP

NEW BREEZEWAY ROOF 
AND STRUCTURE

REPOINTING 
THROUGHOUT 
AS REQ'D, TYP

 NEW SECURITY CAMERAS 
THROUGHOUT

NEW EXHAUST VENT & 
VENTILATOR IN EXG 
LOCATION, TYP.

ACTIVITIES FF
0' - 0"

B A

GRADE
-1' - 6"

AR
EA
 N
O
T 
IN
 S
C
O
PE

NEW WINDOW 
TO MATCH EXG

NEW 
BREEZEWAY 
ROOF AND 
STRUCTURE

NEW STAINLESS STEEL STANDING 
SEAM METAL ROOF W/ ACRYMAX 
BARN RED ACRYLIC FINISH 
(COLOR AND FINISH TO MATCH 
EXG), TYP THROUGHOUT 
ACTIVITIES BUILDING

CAP CHIMNEY, TYP

REPAINT KEYSTONE 
PANEL, TYP

REPOINTING 
THROUGHOUT AS 
REQ'D, TYP

 NEW SECURITY CAMERAS 
THROUGHOUT

NEW EXHAUST VENT 
& VENTILATOR IN 
EXG LOCATION, TYP.
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|  3/32" = 1'-0"

1. EAST ELEVATION

2. WEST ELEVATION
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116 City Hall  Philadelphia, PA 19107  www.creativephl.org  215.686.4596 

UBLIC 

July 31, 2024 

Alex Smith 
The Philadelphia Art Commission 
One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Re: Letter of Intent for Percent for Art at Happy Hollow Recreation Center

Dear Alex: 

The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy (OACCE) would like to inform the Philadelphia Art 
Commission of our intent to provide a future Percent for Art opportunity at Happy Hollow Recreation Center in 
collaboration with our partners at Rebuild. Happy Hollow Recreation Center is a Rebuild site at 4800 Wayne 
Avenue the Germantown neighborhood in Northwast Philadelphia consisting of interior and exterior building 
upgrades, new playground equipment and field improvements.  Below is an overview of our understanding and 
anticipated approach for this public art project: 

- The Happy Hollow Recreation Center Percent for Art opportunity will create a beautiful and enduring work of 
public art that is permanent, site-specific, and reflects the culture, values, and diversity of the Germantown 
community in Northwest Philadelphia. The Art budget will be at least 1% of the total project budget in 
keeping with the City’s Percent for Art guidelines. Due to the City’s current Percent for Art projects that are 
underway, the timeline for the future public art project is still being determined with OACCE and Rebuild 
and is considered a Category 2- Future PFA project (see attached Percent for Art/Rebuild Memo).

- A Happy Hollow Recreation Center Percent for Art Committee will be formed to advise the selection of the 
artist and the art proposal and will include representatives from: the Happy Hollow Design team, community 
members that utilize the Happy Hollow Recreation Center; public art artists; residents of the Germantown 
community; representatives from City Council District 8 Office, Parks and Recreation, Rebuild and OACCE.

- The Artist will be selected through a two-part competition, consisting of a Call for Artist Phase 1 where artists 
submit qualifications, and a subsequent Phase 2 where 3 to 4 semi-finalists will be selected by the 
Committee to move forward with providing proposals. Community involvement will be a critical component, 
and artist teams will be encouraged to work with the public to align their proposal with the desires and 
feedback from the community. Community engagement will occur in virtual and/or in-person meetings with 
community members, and through online public surveys.

- OACCE will provide oversight for the Percent for Art process from concept to installation and will work with 
the artist and project team to ensure the technical details for the artwork are coordinated with the site. Once 
a Finalist is selected and the artwork has been developed, OACCE will initiate a separate review process with 
the Philadelphia Art Commission for approving the artwork.

We look forward to working with the project team and all community stakeholders to realize a beautiful public 
artwork that will be an enduring contribution to the Germantown community and the City’s renowned 
collection of public art. Should you require any additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 
215.686.4596. 

Sincerely, 

Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA 
Public Art Director 
Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy 
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Memorandum 

To: Alex Smith, Philadelphia Art Commission 
From: The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy (OACCE)/ Rebuild 
Date: July 31, 2024 
Subject: Rebuild Percent for Art Strategy 

The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy (OACCE) administers the City’s Percent for Art (PFA) 
program, which by City Ordinance requires that up to 1% of the budget for an eligible capital construction 
project is designated to site- specific public art. Percent for Art projects are multi-year efforts which include 
an open Call to Artist selection process; a robust community engagement process; project management by 
OACCE working with the artist and project team to ensure the technical details, fabrication and installation 
of the public art work is fully coordinated with the site constraints; and ultimate approval of the artist and 
artist’s design proposal by the Philadelphia Art Commission. 

This memorandum outlines the City’s strategy for administering Percent for Art (PFA) projects for Rebuild 
renovation and construction sites. OACCE and Rebuild leadership have identified the need for this strategy 
due to the rare volume of capital projects that have triggered the City’s Percent for Art ordinance at this 
time. The intent is to administer Percent for Art funds strategically across Rebuild project sites based on six 
(6) categories that consider scope, priority, location, timing, and community needs, in keeping with Percent
for Art Guidelines. Category 1 refers to eligible PFA projects that are expected to commence planning within
the current calendar year (schedules permitting) as determined by Rebuild and OACCE leadership. All other
projects are described in the remaining Categories 2-6 below.

Proposed Rebuild Percent for Art (PFA) Categories: 

Category 1: Eligible/Active PFA: The Rebuild Project is eligible for PFA per the PFA Guidelines and is either 
in progress or on OACCE’s list to start PFA planning activities within the current calendar year, schedules 
permitting.  

Category 2: Future PFA: The Rebuild Project is eligible for PFA, but due to volume of City public art projects, 
the PFA planning activities for this project will not start within the current calendar year.  Projects in this 
category will commence as soon as the PFA schedule allows. 

Category 3: Pool Funds Due to Inappropriate Timeline: The Rebuild Project is eligible for PFA, but the 
construction timeline is determined to be inappropriate for a public art project due to construction already 
being complete or nearing completion at the time of PFA determination. As such, the PFA funds will be 
pooled and applied to another Rebuild PFA project (per PFA Guidelines Section IV-F), within the same City 
Council district. 

http://www.creativephl.org/
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Category 4: Conservation of Existing PFA: The Rebuild Project is eligible for PFA, but the site already has 
an existing PFA artwork in need of conservation. Where appropriate, the Rebuild PFA funds for that project 
will be applied to the conservation of the existing PFA artwork on site (per PFA Guidelines Section XII-B). If 
PFA project funds remain, they will be applied to another Rebuild PFA project within the same City Council 
district.  

Category 5: To Be Determined (TBD) PFA Project: Rebuild has not started the capital project and the 
scope of the Rebuild capital project has not been determined. This may become a Future PFA project 
(Category 2) upon determination of scope.   

Category 6: Ineligible for PFA: The Rebuild Project is ineligible for PFA either due to construction cost being 
under $1M, or the nature of construction is mostly repair or building systems upgrades (per PFA Guidelines 
Section III-L). 

OACCE will work with Rebuild to communicate the anticipated PFA determination and category to the 
Philadelphia Art Commission on a per project basis when the renovation/ construction project is submitted 
for Art Commission Review. OACCE may provide a letter to communicate the Percent for Art intent to the Art 
Commission. At the appropriate time, OACCE will initiate a future and separate Art Commission review 
process for approving the artwork separate from the Rebuild construction project. 

*** 

http://www.creativephl.org/
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