
ADDRESS: 8001 VERREE RD 
Name of Resource: Knowlton Mansion  
Proposed Action: Amendment  
Property Owner: 8001 Verree CRCP LLC  
Applicant: Michael McIlhenney, Esq.  
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: The owner of the designated property at 8001 Verree Road requests that the 
Historical Commission define the boundary of the designation, which was not defined when the 
property was designated without a nomination in 1973. The proposed boundary would exclude a 
small section of the current parcel from the designated area. The owner plans to reconfigure the 
lot lines of the current parcel and four abutting parcels to create new parcels for the 
development of single-family homes. 
 
Knowlton Mansion, a 12-acre property, was the former residence of William H. Rhawn and 
includes a house, carriage house, and caretaker cottage. Designed by Frank Furness in 1879 
and completed in 1881, the historic buildings continue to reflect the architect’s original design 
despite additions and alterations. The property at 8001 Verree Road was added to the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places in 1973 and the National Register of Historic Places in 
1974. The Historical Commission’s meeting minutes of 7 May 1973 record the designation of 
the property by address and do not indicate that a boundary for the designated area was 
established. The designation predates the Historical Commission’s use of nominations and the 
establishment of criteria for designation. The National Register nomination for the property was 
prepared in 1973 and was likely the basis and catalyst for the local designation. Although the 
National Register nomination recognized legal boundary of the 8001 Verree Road parcel, the 
nomination’s statement of significance focused solely on the architect Furness and the 
buildings’ architecture. It did not call out the landscape or any landscape features. 
 
The proposed boundary for the designation largely follows the lot lines for the property that were 
in place in 1973 but would remove a small section of the historic lot at the northwest corner. The 
section proposed for removal is open land more than 100 feet from the nearest historic building. 
It includes a small segment of a driveway that would be protected by an easement.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends approval of the proposed boundary as this 
change would not alter or negatively impact the interpretation of the property’s historical 
significance. 
 

 



 
Image 1: Aerial view of 8001 Verree Rd showing the location of the Main House, Carriage House, and 
Caretaker Cottage. The current legal boundary is shown in blue. The approximate area proposed for 
removal is indicated by the yellow rectangle. The proposed amended boundary is set back from all 
historic buildings. 
 

 
Image 2: The 1895 G.W. Bromley atlas shows the property boundary of the property 
around the time of the construction. The current legal boundary matches the 1895 
boundary. 



















 
 
September 24, 2024 
 
 
VIA: EMAIL (Jon.Farnham@phila.gov) 
 
Dr. Jon Farnham, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
1515 Arch Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 

RE:  Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary  
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
 My firm is counsel to 8001 Verree CRCP LLC, which owns the historic Knowlton Mansion 
at 8001 Verree Road (the “Historic Parcel”), as well as the abutting parcels at 8101 Verree Road, 
8121 Verree Road, 8111 Verree Road, and 1000 Solly Avenue (the “Abutting Parcels”).  A copy 
of my client’s deed is attached hereto at Exhibit “1”.  My client is seeking approval from the 
Philadelphia Historic Commission to amend the historically designated boundary of the Historic 
Parcel to remove certain land from the historic designation. 
 

I am attaching at Exhibit “2” sheet 1 of 2 of a site plan dated 10/24/2023 and approved by 
the Surveyor and Regulator of the City of Philadelphia Department of Streets 4th Survey District 
on January 11, 2024 (the “Existing Site Plan”) and prepared by Ambric Technology Corporation 
(“Ambric”) depicting the existing lot lines of the Historic Parcel and Abutting Parcels. 
 
 My client is seeking approval from the Commission to amend the historically designated 
boundary to match the proposed redrawn lot line for the Historic Parcel and the Abutting Parcels 
pursuant to a subdivision plan to create nine (9) new parcels from four (4) existing parcels (i.e., 
the Historic Parcel and Abutting Parcels sans 1000 Solly Avenue).  Attached at Exhibit “3” is a 
sheet 2 of 2 of the site plan dated 10/24/2023 and approved by the Surveyor and Regulator of the 
City of Philadelphia Department of Streets 4th Survey District on January 11, 2024 (the “Proposed 
Subdivision Plan”) depicting the new lot lines of the Historic Parcel and the proposed nine (9) new 
parcels identified as Parcel A through Parcel I.  
 
 To show the impact on, and changes to, the Historic Parcel, Ambric prepared a plan 
overlaying the Proposed Subdivision Plan on the Existing Site Plan and detailing the requesting 
changes to the historic boundary. A copy of the Historic Designation Plan dated 4/4/2024 is 
attached at Exhibit “4”.  Here, my client is seeking Commission approval to slightly alter the 



 
historically designated boundary of the Historic Parcel by removing proposed Parcel A and half of 
proposed Parcel B from the historic boundary designation of the Historic Parcel. As detailed on 
the Historic Designation Plan, 16,719 sq. ft. of land consisting of proposed Parcel A and half of 
proposed Parcel B would be removed from the historic boundary designation. 
 
 My client’s request is a reasonable adjustment to the historically designated boundary of 
the Historic Parcel that will allow for responsible development on the Abutting Parcels. The 
requested amendment will have negligible impact on the Historic Parcel. 
 
 We respectfully request that the Historical Commission approve the request to amend the 
historic boundary designation of the Historic Parcel as detailed in the Proposed Subdivision Plan. 

       
Very truly yours, 

 

 
      Michael P. McIlhinney, Esquire 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Client (via email) 
 Ambric (via email) 
  









 
 
October 1, 2024 
 
 
VIA: EMAIL (Jon.Farnham@phila.gov) 
 
Dr. Jon Farnham, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
1515 Arch Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 

RE:  Supplemental Materials for Request to Amend Historically Designated 
Boundary  
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
 My firm is counsel to 8001 Verree CRCP LLC, which owns the historic Knowlton Mansion 
at 8001 Verree Road.  I write in follow-up to my original correspondence dated September 24, 
2024 to provide supplemental materials for review as part of my client’s request to amend the 
historically designated boundary of the Property.  To that end, I am attaching a document identified 
as Exhibit “5” showing aerial photos of the Property and maps from the Atlas.Phila.Gov website, 
and Exhibit “6” consisting of current photographs depicting the Property in context with adjacent 
properties.  

 
We respectfully request that the Historical Commission consider these additional materials 

as part of the review of my client’s request to amend the historic boundary designation of 8001 
Verree Road. 

       
Very truly yours, 

 

 
      Michael P. McIlhinney, Esquire 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Client (via email) 
 Ambric (via email) 
  



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

1 
 

 

 
 

Aerial View of 8001 Verree Road and Adjacent Properties.  
 
 
 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

2 
 

 
Aerial View of 8001 Verree Road and Adjacent Properties.  
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

3 
 

 
Map View of 8001 Verree Road and Adjacent Properties.  

 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

4 
 

 
3D Aerial View Looking North from Rhawn Street at Subject Property and Adjacent Properties.  
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

5 
 

 
3D Aerial View Looking South from Solly Avenue at Subject Property and Adjacent Properties.  
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Aerial Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

6 
 

 
Close-up Aerial View Looking South from Solly Avenue at Impacted Area of Subject Property.  
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

1 
 

 
 

View of northernmost portion of 8001 Verree Road (East side of Verree Road). 
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

2 
 

 
 

View of section of northernmost portion of 8001 Verree Road (East side of Verree Road) where 
Amendment to Historic Boundary is sought. 
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

3 
 

 
View Looking South from Solly Avenue with Subject Property on East side (Left side of photo) of 
Verree Rd.  
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

4 
 

 
View Looking North with Subject Property on East side (Right side of photo) of Verree Rd. and Park 
Chase Apartments on West side of Verree Rd. 
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Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

5 
 

 
View Looking South from Solly Avenue at Verree Rd. with Subject Property on East side of Verree Rd. 

 
 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

6 
 

 
View of 8121 Verree Road from Solly Avenue. 

 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

7 
 

 
View of 8121 Verree Road from Solly Avenue. 

 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

8 
 

 
View looking West of 8121 Verree Road from Solly Avenue at Rising Sun Avenue 

 
 
 
 
 



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

9 
 

 
View of Properties to the North of 8121 Verree Road on North/opposite side of Solly Avenue. 

 
  



Request to Amend Historically Designated Boundary 
8001 Verree Road  Avenue (Knowlton Mansion) 

Street View Photographs 
 

EXHIBIT 6 
 

10 
 

 
View of Properties to the North of 8121 Verree Road on North/Opposite side of Solly Avenue. 

 
 
 




