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PROCEEDI NGS

MR WENER My nanme is Edward Wener, Chief of Source
Regi stration for Air Managenent Services of the Phil adel phia
Departnment of Public Health. Please note that this public
hearing is being recorded.

W are here to accept testinony on a proposed
Synthetic M nor Operating Permt for Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a Transportation Authority (SEPTA) - Roberts
Conpl ex, located at 4301 W ssahi ckon Avenue, Phil adel phi a,
PA 19129.

This hearing was published in the notices section of
t he Pennsylvania Bulletin on Saturday, June 10, 2023. This
heari ng was al so published in the Phil adel phia Inquirer and
t he Phil adel phia Tri bune on May 31, 2023, June 1, 2023, and
June 2, 20283.

The proposed Synthetic M nor Operating Permt, Nunber
OP17-000024, is a renewal of the existing Synthetic M nor
Qperating Permt for the facility. Al the sources in the
proposed renewal Synthetic Mnor Operating Permt are al so
in the existing Synthetic Mnor Operating Permt except for
the two (2) natural-gas fired 4.6 nmegawatt conbi ned heat and
power units.

AMS approved installation of the conbined heat and

power units by issuing a construction permt, AMS Pl an
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Approval No. |P17-000009, on Novenber 29, 2017. The
conbi ned heat and power units are included in the proposed
renewal Synthetic Mnor Operating Permt.

The facility is not a nmajor stationary source as
defined in Title I, Part D of the Cean Air Act Arendnents.
The facility is subject to the operating permt requirenents
adopted in 25 Pa Code Section 127, Subchapter F but is not
subject to the Title V operating permt requirenments adopted
in 25 Pa Code Section 127, Subchapter G

The Departnent is holding this hearing to allow all
interested parties to testify wth comments on this
Synthetic Mnor Operating Permt application.

This hearing is being recorded and transcri bed.

Pl ease state and spell your nanme and any organi zation you
represent for the record before you begin. Each person's
testinony is limted to five mnutes so everyone who w shes
to testify can testify. W will notify you when you have
one mnute remai ning. Each organization should designate
one witness to present testinony. Follow ng your testinony,
we may need to ask for additional information.

This hearing will not be a question-and-answer
session. However, | can assure you that we will address all
comment s and questions concerning this Synthetic M nor

Qperating Permt before any determnation is nmade to issue
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1 it. Al oral or witten coments received will becone part
2 of the public record. W w | prepare a response docunent
3 prior to final action on this operating permt. It will be
4 sent to attendees and commenters who we have an address for.
5 I f anyone has witten coments to submt, please

6 e-mail themto the AVMS Service Requests e-nmail address,

7 which you can find in the chat. That's the

8 DPHAMS Servi ce Requests@hil a. Gov address. Pl ease put SEPTA
9 Roberts Conplex SMOP in the subject |ine.

10 W will start the oral comments now.

11 DR. RAVAL- NELSON. Excellent. Thank you very nuch,
12 Ed. Al right. Good evening. Qur first commenter will be
13  Tammy Murphy. Please un-nmute Ms. Murphy's mic, and Ms.

14  Murphy, please share yourself on the screen if you woul d

15 like, and when you start speaking, | will start the tiner.
16 Thank you in advance for testifying.

17 M5. MJURPHY: Okay. | can't, | don't have access to
18 show ng nyself on the screen.

19 DR RAVAL- NELSON: That's fi ne.
20 M5. MURPHY: | do have a slide deck, if you would | et
21 e share it.
22 DR. RAVAL-NELSON:. W're going to keep it to verba
23  testinony.
24 M5. MURPHY: Ckay. Al right.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




SEPTA - Roberts Conpl ex
7/ 27/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: But Ms. Murphy, if | could, |
apol ogi ze for interrupting you, we will keep it to verba
testinony but if you want to email the slide deck, we wl|l
nmake sure it becones a matter of public record and will
revi ew and provi de any feedback associ at ed.

M5. MJURPHY: (Okay. That would be great. Thank you so
much.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you. Please begin and | will
start the tiner.

M5. MJURPHY: Sure. Ckay. So nmy nane is Tammy Mirphy,
and do | have to spell that? |It's up on the screen. T-A-M
MY, MURP-HY. | ama resident of East Falls. | live in
wal ki ng di stance of the facility and I amal so a parent
l[iving here with a child who has ast hna.

Learning that my child has asthma, | have two kids,
and the first one was not born here and didn't |ive here the
first couple years of his life, but the second child who was
rai sed here just recently |l ast year started having issues
wi th ast hma.

So this area that we live in in Philadelphia is pretty
conplicated, and I want to talk a little bit about that
before | talk about those things that I'd |like to see happen
her e.

| think that the situation of putting this gas plant
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in here despite the other gas plants that do exist in the

city, | think that the placenent of this here was done to

appease policy nmakers that wanted the natural gas industry
to use power plants as they have in other places to allow

t hensel ves to take em nent domain for their for-profit

i ndustry, which is nostly exports, but they have to have a
couple locations where the residents are technically using
t hem whet her we want them here or not.

They have to have that in order for themto get
em nent domain to pipe their product through the state and
out to, you know, to the ports for export, which is the
majority of the fossil fuel business.

They went through this iteration in the past with
trying to get the bus lines, and when SEPTA didn't it to
them they were punished and the bus |ines were reduced in
Phi | adel phi a because our financial support was reduced by
policy makers that wanted to appease the industry.

| want to point out that one out of three children in
this area already have asthma. That's an extrenely high
rate for the city, and actually an extrenely high rate of
asthma anywhere in the world, so it's standi ng out.

This particular area stands out on a gl obal scale.
It's a massive nunber, to have one out of three children in

t he area al ready havi ng ast hna.
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Now, conbine it with the next couple of facts that I'm
going to talk out. You're going to see why it's
environnental racismand | will share the slides with you as
| have done with City Council and others.

The majority of the people in this conmunity are
black. If you |look just adjacent, when you see the slides,
you're going to see that the magjority in East Falls is
white. There's a stark difference in the border lines
bet ween t he nei ghborhood, but it's black in the area snmack
dab where the actual power plant is, and then on the other
side of that, it's magjority Latino. So we're talking about
peopl e of col or and having these kinds of facilities put
into their comrunity.

The ot her mmj or thing about N cetown that stands out
strong is the fact that the wealth in the comunity is
decreasing. |It's decreasing at a rate that is far faster
than any other community in the city, and the wealth has
gone down to, in nost of the area, it's gone down to the
bottom Il evel, which is public assistance and up to |like
$28, 000 per househol d per year

So a community like this is not the kind of conmunity
where we shoul d be adding extra burdens. (Qoviously they
have exi sting burdens.

A couple of things, four things I'd like to demand in
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1 general, and I'll nore specific stuff in witten testinony.
2 W need and denmand that the health consequences of em ssions
3 violations need to be put on public record in real tinme from
4 the current tine dating back to when the plant was started

5 operating.

6 W need and demand transparent, real tinme, accessible,
7 continuous air quality nonitoring of the site and

8 surrounding community in at |east a one-m|le radius.

9 We need and demand renediation of air quality by

10 reducing the anmount of fossil fuels burned on site to reduce
11  em ssions.

12 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one mnute |eft.

13 M5. MJRPHY: (Okay. They should add sol ar and pl ant

14 thousands of trees in the area to protect the residents'

15 health, and we demand a just transition i medi ately away

16 fromgas to protect the comunity, union workers'

17 i veli hood, and environnent.

18 |"mgoing to ask before | end if, for nyself and for
19 others, if you can please share in the chat where we can
20 send witten testinony and when the deadline is for that.
21 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Absolutely. Thank you very nuch
22 The witten conments, that period has been extended to
23  August 31st, so folks will have to August 31st to provide
24 additional witten comments including, if you want to submt
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sl i des.

And the enmai|l address that they can be sent to was
shared in the chat, but I wll ask the teamto re-share it
so that it's witten in the chat for everybody.

It is DPHAMS Service_Requests@hila. Gov. That's a
l[ittle bit conplicated, but it's being re-shared, thank you,
Ed, with everybody.

M5. MJURPHY: Do they need to have a specific headline
or sonething like that? Can you put all the information in
t he chat, please?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes. Ed Wener wll go ahead and
enter that in the chat. Gkay? So thank you very nuch, M.
Mur phy.

Qur next speaker for the evening wll be Ms. Lynn
Robi nson. Again, Ms. Robinson, when you're ready, | wll
start the tinmer, and you may feel free to un-nute your
camera and Jason will un-nute you.

(Pause.)

DR RAVAL- NELSON: Ms. Robi nson?

M5. ROBINSON: Yes. Can you hear ne?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes. Now we can. Thank you very
much. Mght | ask if you could speak up just a little bit
| ouder ?

M5. ROBI NSON:  Ckay.
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DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you. That's perfect. And
wll start your tinmer now.

M5. ROBINSON: Geat. Good evening. M nane is Lynn
Robi nson. |I'mrepresenting Nei ghbors Against the Gas
Plants. | live in southwest Germantown, 9/10ths of a mle
from SEPTA' s power plant at Roberts Yard.

Thank you for holding a public hearing in response to
our request during the witten coment period back in
January. These remarks are addressed to AVMS and Heal th
Comm ssi oner Bettigole and Deputy Conm ssioner Raval - Nel son
within the context that your stated mission is to protect
| ocal public health within the Cty of Phil adel phi a.

' m shocked that AMS and SEPTA are still repeating the
m sgui ded refrain that the CHP reduces greenhouse gases
regionally by 41 percent.

The claimis based on an EPA CHP cal cul ator with
SEPTA' s inputs for grid energy frombefore two coal plants
were closed. The calculation is not certified by the EPA
and we have never accepted the claim Even Mayor Kenny
st opped saying it.

The other refrain is that toxic em ssions wuld be
undetectable at the fenceline. W're here today with a
Iived experience of being outside of SEPTA's fenceline for

over two and a half years during the operation of SEPTA's
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gas plant and we collectively refute the nonsense about

bei ng undet ect abl e.

What you can't see can still hurt you, and your body
doesn't lie. I've noticed a decline in air quality in
Ni cet owmn and sout hwest Gernmantown where | |ive since 2021

Bad air days used to be a problemin hot weather, but now
air quality on ny block is detectably polluted on sone
wi nter days, and generally the air is sinply not as fresh.

My nei ghbors with allergies and ast hnma have reported
wor se synptons, and | get headaches. M job here today is
to make realistic, practical recomendations.

Here's the big kicker. Total potential NOx em ssions
for the facility is 24.7 tons per year, just 0.29 tons bel ow
the 25 ton limt for Synthetic Mnor permt.

An equi prent mal function or a worker nmaking a m st ake,
bot h of which have happened, could again put the facility in
violation. It could take AMS up to three years to detect
the violation because a performance stack test only runs
every three years.

We are sitting ducks, know ng we are unprotected for
al nost three years at a tinme. Even if no violations ever
occur again, our health is affected by the stress of the
t hreat.

Here is what we want: install continuous em ssi on
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monitors in the two CHP stacks. SEPTA' s nentions CEM
monitors for NOx as an option during ozone season. W say
use them year-round and add VOCs and carbon di oxi de and HAPS
noni t ori ng.

Stack tests should occur quarterly. Portable analyzer
tests should be conducted at | east nonthly and include
addi ti onal pollutants.

AMS shoul d install at |east one EPA quality anbient
air monitoring station in the residential comunity that
nmeasur es ozone, ozone precursors and other toxics. North
Phi | adel phia is an air nonitoring desert.

SEPTA shoul d report em ssions data to the public as it
is collected on the Health Departnment web site. To protect
heal t h, AMS should require SEPTA to turn the CHP down to
m ni mal operation during Code Orange and worse air quality
days.

Disallow the new de mnims em ssions increases in
SEPTA' s 2023 permt. These forgive extra emssions within a
five-year period, altogether 21 tons. Unpredictable high
spi kes of pollution could kill nore of the nei ghbors
premat urely.

If the reality is that it's not about short-term
dunpi ng but that daily operations would allow nore gas

burning, this permit could be a plan to encourage viol ations
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and nove towards a major permt. The EPA calls that type of
plan a shampermt, and it's not all owed.

Address Phil adel phia's | ack of conpliance with the
national anbient air quality standard for ozone and the fact
that the facility rel eases an excess of waste heat in a heat
i sl and nei ghborhood. Very little of the waste heat is
actual ly used by the bus depot, and in the sumrer absol utely
none of it.

We ask that during ozone season, SEPTA neasures NOX
hourly as stated in the permt as an option, instead of
| ooki ng at one-year averages. Decrease |evels of NOx,
car bon nonoxi de and VOCs by reduci ng gas burning --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one m nute, M. Robinson.

M5. ROBINSON: Geat -- and cancel the need for the
facility to ever purchase allowances fromother facilities
to conpensate for em ssion overages.

Be prohibited from buying all owances. The all owance
syst em per pet uat es dangerous | evels of ozone production in
our region.

Reduce the risk of em ssions violations by reducing
annual gas usage by the CHP. Electric power fromgas can be
replaced by the grid or installing solar panels wthout
negatively inpacting train service at Wayne Junction. SEPTA

knows this.
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The Heal t h Departnment should strongly encourage SEPTA
to apply for federal infrastructure act and other grants for
the installation of solar on rooftops including the Mdvale
Bus Barn, Wayne Junction, Wayne Junction Mi ntenance
Facility.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ms. Robinson, your tine is up. My
| ask that you submt the rest of your testinony, | don't
nmean to be rude, if you could submt the rest of it in
writing.

M5. ROBINSON: Geat. Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch, M. Robinson

Qur next speaker will be Marta Guttenberg, and if |

m spronounce anybody's nane, | apol ogi ze in advance. M.
Qutt enberg, when you are ready, Jason will un-nute you. You
can feel free to be on canera. Wen you get started, | wll

start the tiner.

(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Pl ease feel free to start.

M5. GUTTENBERG ~Am | audi bl e?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: W can hear you.

M5. GUTTENBERG  Thank you.

W're in a very special nmonent right now, as everyone
is aware, the hottest day of the hottest nonth of the

hottest year all over the world, and here in Phil adel phia.
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W' ve been asking SEPTA to please not build this plant
since they proposed it. W've urged themnot to run it
since they built it, even before it was approved. And now
they're asking us to permt themto run it some nore.

The pl ant has never been in conpliance. The whole
area has never been in conpliance. | can't believe that
with all the evidence available to all of us right now,
telling us that this plant and this plan is the wong thing
to do, that people are persisting. And |I'mgoing to persi st
in demanding that it be stopped. Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch.

Qur next speaker will be Mke Ewall. Once you get on
the screen and you get started, | will start your tinmer.
(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON. M. EBEwall?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. Last call for M. Ewall, M.
M ke Ewall from Energy Justice Network. Are you here?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: GCkay. | will mark the sheet that
you had registered to testify but were not avail able, so we
will cone back to you.

Qur next person will be Flora Cardoni from Penn

Environnent. Flora, when you're ready, please cone on the

LEXI TAS
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1 screen. You will be un-nuted.

2 M5. CARDONI: Hi. Can you hear ne?

3 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can, and | will start your
4 timer, ma' am

5 M5. CARDONI: Thank you. M nane is Flora Cardoni, F-
6 L-ORACGCARDONI, and I'mtestifying on behalf of Penn
7 Envi ronnment, the statew de citizen-based environnental

8 advocacy non-profit.

9 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on

10 behal f of thousands of our nenbers across the state and here
11  in Phil adel phia who are clanoring for real action to | ower
12 harnful air pollution and tackle the climate crisis.

13 O course, as Marta just expressed as well, the threat
14  posed by climate change has never been nore apparent. All
15 vyou had to do is wal k outside today as we experienced yet

16 anot her excessive heat watch here in Philly after a string
17  of record-breaking sumrer tenperatures, or breathe the air a
18 few weeks ago as nuch of the East Coast was shrouded in

19 snoke fromthe Canadian wildfires, to feel firsthand that
20 climte change is here.
21 And unfortunately, the heat waves, fires, tragic
22 floods and other inpacts will only get worse w thout real
23 action, and the tine to act is now.
24 The science is clear that to stop the worst inpacts of
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climate change, we need to stop burning fossil fuels
i ncluding so-called natural gas as quickly as possible, not
extend their life any further.

Endi ng our reliance on dirty, dangerous fossil fuels
and noving towards a future powered with 100 percent clean
renewabl e energy will help us |ower global warm ng
em ssions, clean up our air and protect our health.

SEPTA has an opportunity to neet the nonent of the
climate crisis and protect community health at the sane
time. SEPTA should prioritize electrifying its facilities
and powering its operations wth clean renewabl e energy |ike
sol ar power instead of digging deeper into these dirty,
dangerous fossil fuels.

At Penn Environnent, we echo residents' calls to
invest is solar arrays at the N cetown plant and throughout
t he SEPTA service area, taking advantage of new federal
funded opportunities, and this of course should be part of a
|arger transition away fromall fossil fuels again |ike
fracked gas towards an operation powered by 100 percent
cl ean renewabl e energy.

In the neantinme, if and as the facility continues to
burn fossil fuels, we join the calls for increased air
nonitoring and testing requirenments at the facility to

ensure that air pollution emtted fromthe facility is in
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1 conpliance with its pollution permt limts at all tines.

2 There are nountains of data that show that air

3 pollution has a litany of negative effects on our health

4 like respiratory and cardi ovascul ar di seases, increased risk
5 of denentia and even premature death, and certain residents
6 of the neighborhood have experienced those things firsthand.
7 VWhile we can't choose whether or not to breathe the

8 air, we can choose to work to nmake the air cleaner, and AVS
9 can help by lowering | evels of allowable pollution at the
10 plant, mandating nore frequent air nonitoring and testing
11 and strictly enforcing air permts to nake sure that

12 facilities never exceed the legal Iimt, which is too high
13 as it is.

14 No one should have to breathe polluted air just

15 because of where they live, and none of us deserve to

16 experience the devastation that the climate crisis is

17 already causing.

18 So we call on AMS and SEPTA to do everything in their
19 power to nove away fromfossil fuels towards a cl eaner
20 energy future, clean up our air and protect our health and
21  our planet for generations to cone. Thank you.
22 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very much.
23 Qur next presenter will be Karena Jackson Lundy. Wen
24 you are ready and on the screen, | wll start your tinmer.

LEXI TAS
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(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ms. Lundy?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Are you still available to speak,
Ms. Lundy?

M5. JACKSON: Can you hear ne?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, now we can. Thank you very
much. | will start your tiner.

M5. JACKSON:. One second before you start ny tiner.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Sure.

M5. JACKSON: Just one question. |Is there a way to
split tinme with another person on the call, or are we --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: No. Thank you.

M5. JACKSON:. Ckay.

DR RAVAL- NELSON: Cet started.

M5. JACKSON:. Ckay. M nane is Karena Jackson. |

live up on the hill on Fern Hill, basically, the top of the
hill. | just have a few statenents. |'mnot going to take
very long. Sorry, I'mnot a public speaker, but |I'm going
to try.

SEPTA has tal ked about nunbers on the |ow | evel of
pol lution that they, you know, release in the air over the
years. They stated many ways how it's | ow and how much is

bei ng rel eased, but they never really stated anything about,
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you know, how they're cleaning the air at the sane tine.
It's nore of, you know, the minimumthat's being rel eased.

| recommend that trees be planted in the surrounding
areas because they're natural air cleaners. SEPTA owns a
| ot of property around the Cty, so it shouldn't be an issue
to plant these trees.

| recommend 15 to 20 trees in the surroundi ng area
since pollution is going to be released and we' re probably
not going to be able to prevent it. That's ny end.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch for your
t esti nony.

Qur next speaker will be Walter Tsou. Dr. Tsou?

DR TSQU: Hi.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Hi.

DR. TSOU. Can you hear ne?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can. | wll start the
timer.

DR. TSOU:. It's so great to see you, Pal ak, and al so

Dr. Bettigole and nmy old friends fromthe Heal th Departnent.
Anyway, |'mDr. Walter Tsou. | want to speak today as an
i ndi vi dual about the permt for the SEPTA gas pl ant.
As Marta stated earlier, that today is a bitter
rem nder of the price that we pay as a nation as we continue

to burn fossil fuels, of which SEPTA gas plant is an
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exanpl e, just one of many power plants that we have in our
city.

W have a climate crisis and there's no question about
that, and the nore rapidly we can nove toward renewabl e
energy, the better off we wll be.

Unfortunately, the new AVS air pollution rules do not
envi sion a renewabl e future, which nakes it a requirenent
that no power plant permt would be allowed unless they can
denonstrate why a renewabl e energy source |ike w nd, solar
and battery storage, was not the first option and/or sonmehow
integrated into the energy plan.

SEPTA states that they need the CHP because they are
unabl e to devel op enough power with solar panels at the
M dval e site, but SEPTA actually reaches over 450 m | es of
track, hundreds of buildings, and they could all be, with
time, covered with solar panels and battery storage, and
once installed, it would have a permanent, | ow mai ntenance
energy source for all its trains and transportati on needs.

Now, it is true that that's the future, but right now,
until tonight, | could not find any data about the em ssions
that came fromthe SEPTA gas pl ant.

And ny criticismto you, nmaybe |I'mjust not perceptive
enough, is that you cannot ask people to give public

testi nony about the em ssions for a gas plant unless you
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publish the current data on how many em ssions actually cane
out of the gas plant, because it's hard for us to coment
ot herw se.

It's also interesting that you now have a nobile van
that can do air nonitoring. That is sonething that we
requested at the tine of the original SEPTA gas pl ant
permt. You were relying on the Lycomng site four mles
away fromthe SEPTA gas plant rather than actually having a
mobil e site actually at the Nicetown plant so that we coul d
have actually known what the true baseline was, because the
basel i ne was an essential part of granting the original
SEPTA permtt.

And finally, you know, | personally think that you
have to have, as Lynn Robinson said earlier, sone type of
nonitoring systemthat's available, that's published on a
web site, that the public can use to view what exactly is
going on with the various gas plants, not just SEPTA s gas
pl ant but all the power plants that we have in our city, so
that we have an idea of how much NOx and VOCs are actually
being emtted.

So in sort, | think that the |ack of data and
transparency is a serious problemthat AMS needs to correct
in future permts that they grant.

It's hard for ne to know whether this is truly a
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Synthetic Mnor. The permt said they only operate 8, 060
hours a year, but there are actually -- that neans that's 29
days short of a full year of operation.

It's hard for ne to believe that the SEPTA gas pl ant
is actually closed for alnost a nonth out of the year. And
if it were actually operated 365 hours (sic), | think the
nunmber of em ssions actually would go up and it would
actually --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one mnute, sir. Sorry.
You have one mnute |eft.

DR. TSOQU: -- not be allowed as a Synthetic M nor
facility. So in conclusion, let ne say that we need better
transparency of the data. W need better rules for AMS that
favor renewabl e energy.

We shoul d realize that the baseline should not be coa
burning as a 41 percent reduction of greenhouse gases, but
rat her how nuch nore you're emtting because we're not using
renewabl e energy. Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nmuch.

Qur next speaker will be State Representative Darisha
K. Parker. | apologize if | did not pronounce the nane
correctly. Representative Parker?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Representative Parker?
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(No response.)
REPRESENTATI VE PARKER: Hey, good afternoon. You hear

me? Can you hear ne?

DR. BETTIGOLE: Yes. | apologize. Deputy Raval -
Nel son's conputer just crashed. | can serve as your tiner,
t hough. Let ne just get a timer up for you. |'msorry.

REPRESENTATI VE PARKER: Thank you.

DR. BETTIGOLE: No problem |'mso sorry.

REPRESENTATI VE PARKER: That's okay.

DR. BETTI GOLE: Wenever you're ready, you can begin.

REPRESENTATI VE PARKER: Ckay. Thank you so kindly.
Again, as you heard, for the record, ny nane is State
Representative Darisha Parker of 198th District, and | do
represent Nicetown. Actually, where I"'msitting, I amO0.9
mles away fromthe power plant.

As one of the over 500,000 Pennsyl vani ans who suffer
fromasthma, | believe we need to do everything we can to
reduce the air pollution that poisons us daily.

| know that sonetinmes when | wal k around ny
nei ghborhood, | feel that itch in ny throat and shortness of
breath that indicates an oncom ng asthma attack. |If we have
an opportunity to reduce air pollution by any neans, we
shoul d absol utely take advantage of that.

Phi | adel phia is already surrounded by six incinerators
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whi ch have led our city to be graded an F by the Anerican
Lung Associ ation for our ozone quality.

Ni cetown specifically has a higher air pollution |evel
than 78 percent of the nei ghborhoods across the nation.
There are 22,000 cases of pediatric asthma in Phil adel phi a.
Thirty-three percent of children living in the 19140 ZI P
Code have asthma. That is 22,000 children whose |lives are
i npacted daily by their environnent.

It's clear that we need continuous air quality
nmoni toring on the SEPTA plant and the surroundi ng
comunities. There are options to help this ongoing climte
crisis, little things we can all do to protect our planet,
but SEPTA has a chance to do sonething big and prevent the
t housands of Phil adel phians from nore health problens, and
they need to act now. Thank you so kindly.

DR. BETTI GOLE: Thank you very nuch, Rep. Parker.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: And | apol ogi ze. Thank you very
much. My conputer crashed here, but I amjoining from
anot her device. Qur next speaker will be M. Peter W nsl ow,
and M. Wnslow, when you're on, | wll go ahead and start
your tiner.

(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: M. W nsl ow?

MR. WNSLOW Yes. Thank you, Deputy Conm ssioner.
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1 My nane is Peter Wnslow. |'ma Phil adel phia resident
2 and a SEPTA rider. |'m speaking today as president of A

3 SMART Col | aboration LLC and as a nenber and supporter of

4 many of the environnental justice organizations providing

5 testinony today.

6 We are disappointed that the application for renewal

7 of SEPTA' s Roberts Conpl ex operating permt does not include
8 provisions that inprove the permt's protection of our

9 friends and nei ghbors.

10 In fact, the proposed permt would increase the anpunt
11 of toxic em ssions that SEPTA would be allowed. |[|nasnuch as
12 SEPTA has violated the current permt, this permt is noving
13 in the wong direction.

14 Al t hough the operating permt applies to the entire

15 Roberts Conplex, our primary concern is with the electricity
16 generation facility |ocated behind the M dval e bus depot

17 that was originally permtted in 2017.

18 We object to this power plant because it burns fracked
19 gas to run two Jenbacher engines, thereby increasing
20 em ssions of nitrogen oxide, carbon nonoxide, volatile
21  organi c conpounds and particulate matter at the site and in
22 the adjacent nei ghborhoods.
23 Those nei ghbor hoods, specifically Nicetown, are in
24  census tracts designated environmental justice comunities
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by the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Environnental Protection
and the Environnental Protection Agency.

Permtting affected environnental justice comunities
shoul d be subject to enhanced scrutiny. Because enhanced
scrutiny was not applied to the satisfaction of the
comunity, POAER -- Pennsyl vani ans Organi zed to Wtness,
Enpower, and Rebuild -- requested an investigation by the
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency's External Cvil Rights
Conpliance Ofice for the violation of the Cvil R ghts Act
of 1964, Title VI. The ECRCO opened a case in 2021 and the
case i s ongoi ng.

The current permt renewal provides a do-over
opportunity for SEPTA and the City to correct the violation
and avoid a simlar investigation by the United Stated
Departnment of Transportation.

The Cvil Rights Act prohibits any action by a
reci pient of federal funds that results in an adverse and
di sparate i npact on an environnmental justice comunity.

The City violates the Cvil R ghts Act by providing
the permt. SEPTA violates the Cvil Ri ghts Act by
operating the power plant.

The power plant is particularly offensive because it
is unnecessary. The primary function of the power plant is

to provide electricity to the SEPTA substation at \Wayne
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Junction that delivers power for the regional rail system

However, the Wayne Junction substation is already
supplied by two transm ssion lines provided by PECO either
of which is capable of powering the system

This third transm ssion |line provides redundancy that
woul d be useful only in the event that the entire el ectrical
power grid fails, but SEPTA has never in its history
experienced service interruptions due to | ack of power at
t he Wayne Juncti on substati on.

The vul nerability of the rail systemis in the
overhead catenary wires that deliver electricity to trains
after transm ssion from Wayne Junction, not in supplying
power to the substation.

SEPTA never denonstrated a need for the power plant
because there isn't any need. Wy then did SEPTA want to
in-source its electricity production? Political pressure
fromlegislators in Harrisburg acting in the interests of
the fossil fuel industry insisted that SEPTA be a custoner
for fracked gas.

When SEPTA concl uded that establishing a fleet of
conpressed natural gas buses was inpractical, Republican
| egislators threatened to withhold funding for SEPTA. So to
consume nore gas sonmewhere, SEPTA --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. M. Wnslow, you have one m nute.
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1 MR. WNSLOW -- the power plant instead. Now SEPTA
2 is pressed to operate the power plant in order to pay for
3 the investnent that was nmade to build it, an arrangenent of
4  dubious economc justification that by shifting costs from
5 the capital budget to the operating budget had the effect of
6 maki ng Phil adel phians pay nore for the services used
7 primarily by residents of other counties.
8 As a result, poor black residents of N cetown are
9 breathing in nore toxic air for the benefit of rich white
10 commuters fromthe suburbs and the profit of the fossil fue
11  industry. Can anybody think this is fair?
12 W' re experiencing increasingly frequent air quality
13 action days, heat records being broken. The sky is darkened
14 by snoke fromforest fires in Canada. Shouldn't SEPTA
15 curtail power plant operations when people are suffering
16 fromconditions contributed to by the power plant?
17 For exanpl e, Pennsylvani a Departnent of Environnent al
18 Protection has declared tonorrow an air quality action day
19 for the Phil adel phia --
20 DR. RAVAL-NELSON: Sir, your tine is up. Please
21 submt the rest of your comments, M. Wnslow, as well as
22 the suggested slides to the email address in the chat.
23  Thank you, M. Wnsl ow.
24 Qur next speaker will be Christina DiGulio.
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M5. DA ULIO Can you hear ne?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can. | wll start your
timer as soon as you start speaking.

M5. DA ULIO Very well. Thank you. M nane is
Christina DiGulio, GCGHRI-ST-1-NA DI-GI-UL-1-O and
| am here representing Physicians for Social Responsibility
of Pennsyl vani a.

| amactually a certified thernographer in optical gas
i magi ng, and there was a link shared in chat if people want
to look at, which I did go to the facility we are speaking
about and inmage it using ny optical gas inaging canera,
which is a GFX320 from Tel edyne FLIR

And so |"'malso an anal ytical chemst, and | want to
tal k about sonething that | saw in your presentation that
was actually neglecting to say anythi ng about nethane, which
this is a power plant using fracked gas or nethane.

And | did see you nentioned VOCs. So volatile organic
conpounds are organi c nol ecul es, specifically hydrocarbons,
that are classified as a pollutant as they produce
undesirable effects in the atnosphere, and they are defined
as volatile because they evaporate quickly and easily into
the air.

However, when we are having these really bad air

quality days, it can be held into the air and the cumnul ative
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aspect for people in that community is a problem And this
is what we're tal king about. There is no need for this.

The primary criteria for a natural gas fired engines,
whi ch you guys have here, are oxides and nitrogen, carbon
nonoxi de and vol atil e organi c conpounds.

The formation of nitric oxides is exponentially
related to the conbustion tenperature in the engine
cylinder, and the other pollutants, CO and VOCS are
primarily the result of inconplete conbustion.

Now, | know you guys had a violation that we tal ked
about, and it shoul d be enphasized that the actual em ssions
may vary considerably fromthe published em ssion factors
due to variations in the engine operating conditions, the
variations due to engines operating at different conditions
including air to fuel ratio, ignition timng, torque speed,
anbi ent tenperature, humdity and ot her factors.

It is not unusual to test em ssions in two identical
engines in the sanme plant operated by the sane personnel
usi ng the sane fuel and have test results show significant
differences. So there's a lot of variability in these
t ests.

Car bon di oxi de, nmethane and nitrous oxide are referred
to as greenhouse gases, and this is all according to an EPA

docunent that |I'mstating. Such gases are largely
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transparent incom ng solar radiation. However, they absorb
infrared radiation emtted by the earth.

So there is a chart in this docunent and | provided
the link in your chat and | will provide it to you also via
email, that we're tal king about -- the video that |I'm
showi ng is actually showing, this canera only can see, can
see hydrocarbons which are emtting at a 3.2 mcron to 3.4
mcrons. |It's |ooking for hydrocarbons.

And so what we're seeing in ny video is actually the
em ttance of hydrocarbons. | cannot specifically say what
t hose hydrocarbons are, and necessarily doesn't matter
because it's terrible.

Wth climate change and, you know, the climate crisis
that we're having right now, it's alnost irresponsible to be
supporting such a project when we have so many ot her options
as several other speakers have said.

So in regards to our health, we're |ooking at, you
know, climate change bei ng, you know, exacerbated by such
facilities. And what nmy video is showing is that exact
t hing going out into the atnosphere.

Sure it goes up, but it can also be held down and
accurmul ate in a community along with all the other toxins
being rel eased. So there's no need for an organi zation

supposedly so behind in supporting the City of Phil adel phia
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to be actually placing these people at harm

And ny request is that you al so have air nonitoring,
nore than, you know, whatever, a nobile van. | know nobile
| abs, and I"'mgoing to tell you that you need to have what's
called continuous air nonitoring --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one minute |eft.

M5. DDA ULIGC Thank you -- and as well passive air
nmoni toring, PAMs and CAMs. And they should be spread out
t hroughout the community as | believe Tamry Murphy said, at
least a mle away so that we're seeing the cumul ati ve aspect
and where the plunmes and where it's actually going, you
know. It's not that sinple just to do fenceline nonitoring
and it's not sufficient in this conunity.

So I thank you for your time, and that's pretty nuch
all 1 have.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. Thank you very nuch for your
testinony. Please refer to the QA There is additiona
information provided regarding how to submt additional
guestions and comrents.

M5. DDA ULIOC Not a problem

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: The next speaker will be Sue G af.
Sue?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Sue Graf, going tw ce?
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(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Sue G af?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. W will, if Sue is
avail able, we wll get her at the end. |In the neantine,
after Sue, our next speaker is Sheila Tripathy.

DR. TRI PATHY: Hi. Can you hear ne?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can. Whnderful. | wll
start your timer as soon as you start.

DR. TRI PATHY: Thank you. | am Dr. Sheila Tripathy
and |I'ma nenber of POAER and an environnental exposure
scientist, and I'"'mcalling on Air Managenent Services not to
renew the Synthetic M nor operating permt for the SEPTA
Roberts Conpl ex.

' m concerned about nearby residents' cunul ative
exposure to both pollution fromthe SEPTA conpl ex and
out si de pol lutant sources. The total burden of exposures
needs to be consi dered.

There are currently no permtted EPA air quality
system nonitors | ocated near the SEPTA conplex. W need air
nmonitoring to be conducted both on site and in the
surroundi ng residential areas where conmunity nenbers live
and wor K.

Cont i nuous em ssions nonitors should be placed on site
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and EPA AQS nonitors should be placed in the adjacent
community to continuously nonitor pollutants including NOX,
VOCs, ozone, fine and ultra-fine particulate matter.

Once adequate nonitoring is conducted, results need to
be conpared to nodels to ensure that they accurately reflect
current conditions. In this way, nodeling will be backed by
noni t ori ng.

There al so needs to be a process where less gas is
burned on unhealthy air quality days |ike we have seen
recently with the inpacts fromthe Canadian wildfires on air
pol l ution in Phil adel phi a.

In addition to increasing air nonitoring around the
gas plant, we need an on-line platformwhere air nonitoring
data is accessible, as others previously nentioned.

This web site needs to include current, up-to-date
information on all nonitors across the Gty where data and
past trends can be viewed and data can be downl oaded. It
shoul d be easy to determ ne the current conditions in
Ni cetown and to be able to conpare data to other |ocations
inthe Cty at the sane tine.

There is a page on Air Managenent's web site dedicated
to Nicetown. However, this page needs to include nore
i nformati on other than the results fromthe PAQS study which

was nore relevant for |ooking at seasonal and annual data
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conpared to real-tinme pollutant concentrations, and doi ng
nore passive data as others have nentioned. Thank you for
your tine.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. Thank you very much, doctor, and
apol ogi ze for m spronounci ng your |ast nane.

Qur next speaker will be Mtch Chanin. Mtch? Once
you are on the screen and we can hear you, |'Il start your
timer.

MR CHANIN. All right. Can you hear ne now?

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: Yes. And | will start your tinmer.

MR. CHANIN. Geat. Thank you so nuch for the
opportunity to testify today and thanks so nmuch to everyone
who has already testified. |It's great to be here with al
of you.

My nane is Mtch Chanin. [|'mnot representing any
group today, although | ampart of a nunber of organizations
around the City and | was involved in organizing back from
2015 for the next few years in opposition to the power
plant. | do not live in the Nicetown community. | live in
the northeast, but I'"ma regular regional rail rider using
routes that pass through Wayne Juncti on.

| echo nost of the conments that were al ready made,
but I do want to share a couple of other points. Before

talk about the air quality, this is nore a coment for
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SEPTA, but a key justification for this project was to
ensure reliability for the railroad.

And as M. Wnslow stated, there's really no evidence
that it's needed for that purpose. The thing that has made
regional rail really unreliable, especially over the past
coupl e years, is just the crew shortage.

Trains are just routinely canceled w thout, you know,
wi t hout any warni ng because there's no one to run them and
it's been really horrible as a regional rail rider.

So | agree that we need nuch nore air nonitoring and
that AMS should require a reduction in the anmount of gas
that's burned at the site, at this facility for all the
reasons that people have stated.

I wanted to call attention in particular to an issue
that hasn't gotten as much attention today, which is ultra-
fine particular matter

This is a pollutant that appears to be emtted in very
significant quantities fromthe conbustion of natural gas.
However, there are not yet any standards, no regul ation for
ultra-fine particular matter fromthe federal or state
gover nnent .

Nevertheless, | think AMS has a responsibility to
respond to concern fromthe public about this pollutant in

Phi | adel phia and in particular fromthis plant.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




SEPTA - Roberts Conpl ex 39
7/ 27/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Utra-fine particles are the smallest kind of
particulate matter. Wereas fine particulate matter which
was referenced earlier in the nonitoring reports is smaller
than 2.5 mcrons, ultra-fine particular matter is snaller
than 1/10th of one m cron.

And there's growi ng concern about the health inpacts
of ultra-fine particular matter and grow ng evi dence t hat
nat ural gas conbustion is a very significant source of
ultra-fine particular matter.

I'"'mvery aware that there are sort of |ots of
m sinformation that circul ates about, you know, health
scares that aren't really, you know, in particular over the
past couple years, a |lot of msinfornmation about vaccines,
sayi ng that they're dangerous.

And so | understand the reluctance of policynmakers to
listen when people are calling attention to pollutants that
aren't yet regulated. But this is not a case where the
pr eponder ance of evidence is that ultra-fine particular
matter is safe. There's grow ng evidence that it is
extrenely dangerous and |i kely nore dangerous than the
| arger particles.

"' mnot sure how nmuch tine | have left. | do have
sonme sources that | can --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Just to let you know, you have one
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1 mnute and 31 seconds.
2 MR. CHANIN. Ckay. | can share sonme sources in
3 witing, but what | want to say is that ultra-fine
4 particular matter needs to be neasured by the nunber of
5 particles and/or the surface area, and that neasuring fine
6 particulate matter, PM 2.5, according to the mass of the
7 particles, does not tell you what nunmber of ultra-fine
8 particles are present or being emtted or what the health
9 inpact is. Each pollutant needs to be addressed separately.
10 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one mnute left, sir.
11 MR CHANIN:. Geat. |'maware, as | said, that
12 there's not a regulation for this, but |I really would |ike
13 to see AMS neasure ultra-fine particular matter and respond
14 in a serious way to this concern.
15 | was very disappointed in the appeal hearings in
16 2018, | believe, when we were challenging the permt, when
17 M. Wener was asked if they had | ooked at ultra-fine
18 particular matter and his response is that he had | ooked at
19 a couple of articles.
20 That's not a sufficient response to legitimte
21  concerns about a pollutant that is likely emtted in
22 significant quantities fromthis facility, and | hope that
23 AVMS will take it nuch nore seriously going forward. Thank
24 you.
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1 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch. Qur next

2 speaker -- and for those folks such as M. Ewall, if you're
3 still on, we will get to you when we get to the end.

4 Qur next speaker will be Beverly Gunn. Once Ms. Qunn
5 is on camera or on the cube, I wll go ahead and start the

6 tiner.

7 (Pause.)

8 DR RAVAL- NELSON: Ms. Beverly --

9 (Pause.)

10 DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. Ckay, last call for Beverly Gunn.
11 (No response.)

12 DR. RAVAL-NELSON: All right. W wll nove to Charles
13 Best. Charles Best?

14 (No response.)

15 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. Charles Best?

16 (No response.)

17 DR RAVAL- NELSON: All right. W will nove to the

18 next person, Hope Fel dman. Hope?

19 M5. FELDMAN: Can you hear ne?
20 DR RAVAL- NELSON:  Yes, we can.
21 M5. FELDVAN.  Wonder ful .
22 DR. RAVAL-NELSON: Hi. Once you get started, 1'I1
23 start your timer. Thank you.
24 M5. FELDMAN.  Thank you. Thank you for having nme. W
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1 nanme is Hope Feldnman. | both live in the nei ghborhood at

2 4700 bl ock of Pulaski and I work close to the gas plant at

3 4700 W ssahi ckon.

4 And | work as a famly nurse practitioner, and ny job
5 is very supportive about, sort of, and has been engaged in
6 this for several years about trying to reduce the burden on
7 our community froma health standpoint, but | am not

8 speaking in an official capacity fromthem |'m speaking on
9 my own behal f.

10 | am asking AMS not to renew the SMO permit for the
11 SEPTA Roberts Conplex. And what |I'mseeing is, in the past
12 few years, it's a higher burden on our comunity.

13 As sonme of you may know, | work in a federally

14 qualified health center which are | ocated in places of high
15 heal th burden and | ow resources.

16 So pre-COVID, | had a patient wwth asthma that canme in
17 and she felt |ike she fine inside her house, she was fine at
18 work, that it was only a probl em when she went outside.

19 And what she told ne in the office is that it feels
200 like the air is trying to kill nme. She took a trip to
21  Tennessee. Everything was better. She was great. She
22 didn't need her rescue inhaler. She felt like a ot nore
23 energy, and then returned back to our comunity and felt
24 like the synptons returned.
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And | say that because locality matters. Wat we do
in our environnent matters. So | amasking for |oca
nei ghbor hood nonitoring. If we don't nonitor in the area
where the em ssions are being produced, we're not really
getting a sense of what risk we putting for our communities
and in our nei ghborhoods.

We know that since we've had sone qualitative poor air
guality days, we have felt the burden in our environment in
t he ways our kids can engage outside, in the nunber of
ast hma attacks.

| have seen an increase not only in asthma but al so
headaches, di zziness, upper respiratory infections, sinus
congestion, skin dermatitis on areas that have been exposed
to, you know, to the air, like to the arns or to the |egs,

t he face.

| do not have asthma, and | noticed that at tines when
the air quality is poor, wearing a mask outside to walk to
and fromny house to work does neke a difference.

The amount of burden that we hold in our air and in
our bodies are affected, you know, affect our total health.
And so I'mal so asking that we reduce burden, that the plant
reduces their burden of em ssions when there's high ozone
and unhealthy air quality days.

This is not sonething that we can wait for the effects
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of what's happening. W know that this is affecting our
health. W knowit's affecting the health of our kids, of
our pregnant wonen

Most of our mamas are already at high risk for
pregnancy conplications, low birth weight and health
outcones, and they are coming in for care just a bl ock away
fromthe SEPTA plant. W are asking you not to renew the
permt, that it is putting us, putting our conmunity in
risk.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you

Qur next speaker wll be Peter Furcht, FFURGCHT.
Sorry for the m spronunciation.

MR. FURCHT: Not a problem So good evening. M/ nane
is Peter Furcht, P-E-T-E-FR, FFU R CHT. | ama resident of
and a honeowner in Philadelphia and | amtestifying as a
private citizen, and | thank you for this opportunity.

VWile | do not live in the imedi ate area of the SEPTA
Roberts Conpl ex power plant, there shouldn't be any question
in anybody's mnd just how far pollutants in the air can
travel

How nmuch snoke have we seen this sunmer in
Phi | adel phia fromfires burning a thousand ml|es away? |
only live a handful of mles fromthe SEPTA power plant and

the wind blows fromevery directions, so | know sonme of the
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NOx's and VOCs and resulting ground | evel snbg fromthese
power plants nmake its way not just to ne but to every
resi dent of Phil adel phia. W all have say in what AMS
shoul d do regardi ng renewi ng SEPTA's operating permt.

So ny little car that | rarely drive as a Gty
resident maybe will admt a few pounds of NOx's and VOCs
over its entire life, yet "'mrequired to conduct an annual
i nspection to keep it on the road regardl ess of how many
hours | actually may drive it.

The SEPTA Roberts Conpl ex power plant that can put out
25 tons annually is required to have an em ssions inspection
once every one to three years. Wuat's wong with this
pi cture?

I f mal functioning, the power plant could emt in
m nutes the amount of NOx and VOCs that nmy little car emts
inalifetime, and that could go unchecked for up to three
years with the current permt.

Wiy is the power plant not required to be nonitored
continuously for NOx em ssions just like ny car? |If ny car
emts too much NOx, the check in engine |light conmes on so |
know it needs to be repaired.

The technol ogy for continuous nonitoring is avail abl e.
Honestly, | don't care how expensive it mght be. It's tine

for the residents of Philadel phia to stop paying for the
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cost of emtting pollutants, especially those above a
permtted amount, with their health and well -bei ng.

It nust be the responsibility of the polluter-emtter
to bear the cost of nonitoring, maintaining and controlling
the pollutants they are permtted to exhaust.

The tine of three-year free passes is over. Please
i npose strict nonitoring requirenments |ike continuous
nonitoring on the Roberts Conpl ex power plant so real-tine
actions can be taken to mnim ze em ssions.

And since | have five mnutes, allow ne to follow up

on sonme comments made by an AMS and SEPTA presenter earlier.

First, by pointing out that N cetown doesn't have the worst
air quality inthe Cty, do you really think that nakes it
okay to continue the bad practice of keeping the air not
gquite the worst?

Second, SEPTA, you using today the sane reasons you
used in 2017 to tout your environmental credibility and
justify burning natural gas today is, well, way out of

touch. You need to update your understandi ng of what

climate friendly power |ooks |Iike today, and what you shoul d

be aimng for in powering your facilities. Dr. Tsou in his
earlier testinony provided sone good ideas. Thank you.
DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker is Tayl or Baker.
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MR. BAKER. Hi. Can you hear ne all right?

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: Yes. | will start your tiner.

MR. BAKER. H . M nane is Taylor Baker, T-A-Y-L-OR
B-A-K-E-R. The SEPTA gas plant which started operating in
2019 burns fracked natural gas. The plant's em ssions,
particularly of volatile organic conmpounds, VOCs and ot her
pol l utants poses significant health risks to the surroundi ng
conmuni ti es.

This risk is exacerbated by insufficient em ssions
testing and nonitoring, resulting in potential unchecked
viol ati ons of em ssions standards for up to three years.

Ri ght now, solar power is cheaper per Kkilowatt-hour
than all other forns of energy, and the green transition is
happening all over the world. And it's an inevitability,
and it's necessary for our survival. The question is, wll
it happen now while it can still save lives, or decades from
now when it's far too | ate?

The plant is not required to test its em ssions nore
t han once every three years, and such infrequency does not
adequately safeguard our community from potential harm

This lack of transparency and oversight is
unacceptable. W demand continuous air quality nonitoring
at the site and the surroundi ng conmunity.

The | ack of data collection is a common tactic for
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pol |l uters who can then clai mignorance of the health
consequences and avoid |legal and fiscal responsibility,

whi ch is what happened at the Three Ml e |Island disaster
where a lack of radiation testing in the nearby commnity
al l owed the nuclear plant to skirt true responsibility. The
fact that the Gty allows this to go on makes it clear we're
being sold out for profit's sake.

We are calling for renediation of air quality by
reduci ng the anount of fossil fuels burned on site. This
can be achi eved by inplenenting sustai nabl e energy sol utions
i ke sol ar power and undertaking greening initiatives such
as planting thousands of trees in order to protect
residents' health.

In light of alarm ng data showi ng that N cetown has a
hi gher fine particulate |evel than 78 percent of
nei ghbor hoods across the nature and a hi gher exposure to
di esel exhaust than 90 to 95 percent of nei ghborhoods, we
nmust take inmedi ate action.

The heal th consequences are severe. W're
experiencing a surge in respiratory conditions |ike asthm
and allergies, particularly in children.

According to a 2012 report, 31 percent of children in
the 19140 ZI P Code were diagnosed with asthma, significantly

hi gher than the | ocal and national averages.
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A conmmunity al so deserves full transparency about
HAPs, hazardous air pollutants, emtted fromthis facility.
The Heal th Departnent regul ati ons nmust be enforced to
protect residents fromexposure to harnful substances |ike
| ead, formal dehyde, and benzine. The potential for these
toxins to cause cancer and central nervous system di seases
such as Parkinson's and Al zheinmer's is a serious concern.

The consequences of our reliance on fossil fuels are
far-reaching. The plant's em ssions contribute to gl obal
warm ng with nmethane from gas having 86 tines the gl oba
war m ng potential of carbon dioxide over the first 20 years
of its rel ease.

The urgency to transition away fromfossil fuels is
not just about climate change but al so about public health,
particularly for conmunities situated near gas
infrastructure. Thank you, and | hope it does not get
approved.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. Thank you very nuch.

Qur next speaker is Hope Primas. Hope Prinas.

(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Hope?

PRI MAS: Can you hear ne?

RAVAL- NELSON:  Yes.

5 3D

BETTI GOLE: Can you pl ease speak a little | ouder?
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1 DR. RAVAL-NELSON: All right, great. | wll set the

2  tiner.

3 M5. PRIMAS: (Inaudible.)

4 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You're not com ng through clearly.
5 M5. PRIMAS: Can you hear ne now?

6 DR RAVAL- NELSON:  Yes.

7 M5. PRRMAS: Ckay. | wll do the best that | can. M
8 nane is Hope Primas. | am a near neighbor -- (inaudible) --
9 DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. W | ost your volune conpletely. W
10 cannot hear you.

11 DR. BETTIGOLE: May | suggest, Ms. Primas, sonetines
12 when this happens, if you log out and | og back in, you can
13 sol ve the sound problem

14 M5. PRIMAS: Okay. | will log out and | og back in and
15 let you know when | do. Thank you

16 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Perfect, and we'll add you to the
17 end of the list, okay?

18 M5. PRIMAS: Ckay. Thank you.

19 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you. GCkay. So our next
20 person wll be Tiffany D G acono. Tiffany?
21 (No response.)
22 DR. RAVAL- NELSON. Tiffany?
23 (No response.)
24 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. Last call for Tiffany
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D G acono.

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: All right. Qur next person then is
Marc Davies. Marc Davies?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON. Marc Davi es?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. Marc was our |ast --

DR BETTI GOLE: | think there are a few nore in the
chance. | think Russell Zerbo is next.
DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes. | have a couple nore people

that we're adding, but Marc was our |ast pre-registered
person. And before we nove to Russell Zerbo, 1'd like to
see if Mke Ewall, who had pre-registered, is available to
speak now. M ke?

MR. EWALL: Yes. Can you hear nme now?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can. | wll start your
timer. Please feel free to start.

MR. EWALL: Thank you. So ny nane is Mke Ewall with
Energy Justice Network. |'ma Philadel phia resident, and |
woul d Iike to back the calls for not renewing this permt,
but with the likelihood that it will be renewed, | want to
urge, as others are calling for, for continuous em ssions

nmonitors in stack at the facility to be used for all
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pollutants that are being regul at ed.

It's inadequate to be using nodeling to guess what the
em ssions are, and it's inadequate to be testing once a year
or once every three years for certain pollutants as many
other facilities do, although this is being regul ated even
| ess than those that tend to test for a handful of things
about once a year.

The pollutants |ike carbon nonoxi de, carbon di oxide,
hydr ogen oxi des, volatile organi c conpounds, particul ate
matter, even acid gases |ike hydrochloric acid, should be
tested on a continuous basis, and the technol ogy has exi sted
to do this since at | east when EPA tested and verified that
in 2006, and yet it's rare that they're being required to be
continuously nonitored.

One exanpl e, though, that is encouraging that cane
fromcoments | gave at a hearing years ago with the oil
refinery in Philadel phia where AVMS required it to be the
first oil refinery in the country to have to use conti nuous
em ssions nonitors for particulate matter, at |least with
that one part of the plant that was being considered in that
permt at the tine.

And | woul d encourage the sane thing here. The
t echnol ogy exists, and obviously AMS knows about it and has

approved it, having | ooked at other exanples that | provided
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at the tinme of it being put into different permts around
the state, around the country.

The need for this is exenplified by the fact that
continuous nonitors pick up a lot nore information than you
get when you test once a year or even |less, or God forbid,
not even test at all and just nodeling it out.

When | | ooked at the data on the Covanta trash
i ncinerator in Chester, Pennsylvania, for instance, they use
conti nuous nonitors for hydrochloric acid as well as doing
annual stack tests.

And as it turns out, the continuous nonitors found
that the actual em ssions are 80 percent higher than what
you would normally think it would be if you just rely on an
annual stack test as nost facilities |like that around the
country do.

Simlarly, studies from Europe of dioxins, the npst
toxi ¢ chem cals known to science, when they use continuous
sanpling in that case, they found in one study, the actual
em ssions 30 to 50 tinmes higher than what we think they are
in the U S when they test once a year, and in another
study, about 460 or alnpst 1,300 tines higher than we think
they are when we test once a year under best behavior tests.

So | encourage that this be used in stack for all

regul ated pollutants, and that the data be put on a public
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web site in real tine for the world to see, because people
have a right to know this information. That's all. Thank
you very nuch

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch for your
testinony. The next speaker that has not pre-registered
will be Russell Zerbo. Russell?

MR. ZERBO. Can you hear ne?

(No response.)

MR. ZERBO. Yes. Thank you, Chris. People can hear

nme.
DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay.
MR. ZERBO. M nane is Russell Zerbo, RUS S E-L-L,
Z-E-R-B-O | am an advocate at the non-profit Cean Ar
Council. Please increase the frequency of stack testing

requi rements for conbi ned heat and power, CHP units G 1 and
G 2 at the Sout heastern Pennsylvania Transportation
Authority's Roberts Conplex in the N cetown nei ghborhood of
Phi | adel phi a.

Over 35,000 Phil adel phians live within a mle of the
Roberts Conpl ex, 51 percent of which |live under the federal
poverty line and 83 percent of which are people of color.
This is an environnental justice community that has a right
to increased environnental protection

In January 2022, during a required test of em ssions
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fromthe facility's largest pollution source, CHP Unit G 1,
it was determ ned that one of the heat and power generation
units was emtting pollution above the |evels allowed under
the facility's permt.

The mal function was repaired and the facility paid a
fine. It is unknown how | ong this equi pmrent was
mal functioning for, and how nuch unpermtted air pollution
was rel eased over tine.

This mal function could have easily caused the facility
to surpass the 25 tons per year pollution limts for
ni trogen oxi des and volatile organi c conpound em ssi ons.

And | just want to note that both AMS and SEPTA have
presented about the actual em ssions fromthis facility in
2022, and those nunbers are inaccurate because this
pol lution incident that was discovered in January 2022 was
not nonitored, so you truly don't know how nuch air
pollution was released fromthis facility in 2022, because
of the lax stack testing requirenents.

The Gty of Philadel phia currently does not neet
federal ground | evel ozone standards, and in its 2021 air
quality report, the City's Air Managenent Services concl uded
that snbg is increasing in the Gty -- snpbg and ground | evel
ozone are the sane thing -- raising the risk of respiratory

damage and ot her health effects.
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SEPTA is now seeking to renew this air pollution
permt and the current stack testing requirenents are not
adequate to ensure that the facility's nitrogen oxi des and
vol atil e organi c conpound em ssions are kept bel ow permtted
[imts.

The current air permt and proposed renewal only
requires that the two conbi ned heat and power generation
units at the site be tested every 8,760 hours of operation,
or every three years, whichever cones first.

This is not an adequate frequency to ensure that the
facility conplies with its emssions [imtations at all
tinmes. Please increase air pollution nonitoring and testing
at SEPTA's Nicetown plant to at |east quarterly. Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nuch. Qur next
speaker will be Musa WIlson. Misa?

MR. WLSON: Hell o?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes. W can hear you, and |'1l]I
start your tinmer when you start speaking.

MR WLSON: Before | start, is there any way | can

turn ny canmera on, or -- | don't see the option.

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: | believe you're |ooking for --
(i naudi bl e) --

MR WLSON:. Okay. Well, I'll just start then.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: One of the other -- go ahead.
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1 MR WLSON:. M nanme is Musa Wlson. |[|'ma student at
2 | mhotep Institute Charter Hi gh School, and |I'm one of the
3 STEM anbassadors for our new STEM program
4 And |'m here to speak on behal f of the student body
5 that we have, largely across Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania, and
6 especially why these plants, these factories, or SEPTA
7 itself needs to be held accountable for sonme of the things
8 that they are doing.
9 | want to start off by saying, | do have a close
10 friend of mne who was recently hospitalized because he had
11 an asthma attack while going to work on a SEPTA bus, and
12 this should go to showthat |like we need to take initiative.
13 Air quality itself is inextricably linked to a whole
14  bunch of different other illnesses such as vitamn
15 deficiency because parents don't even want their kids going
16 outside to see the light of day, so they're not even getting
17 vitamns, like they are scared that if their children go
18 outside, that it wll cause irreversible danages to their
19 lungs and stuff, especially the residents of N cetown.
20 But that would be going to the factual things. | just
21 wanted to point out a couple of things that bothered ne
22 during the presentation or sone, | guess you could say
23 solutions or suggestions that | recomend.
24 CHP factories, | know that a |ot of other
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organi zations utilize them but that does not nean that
everybody el se should do it. Because sonebody's doi ng one
t hing bad, that does not give you a free pass and it doesn't
make it okay. You shouldn't do sonething that's bad to ne
because everybody else is doing it.

And the facility itself is already in a bad
nei ghbor hood that's struggling over air quality, and it
shoul d have an even | ower anobunt of a |ot of em ssions than
it does currently because even though they claimthat they
emt natural gas which is healthy, it's actually not, nor is
it sustainabl e.

So even if they are, even if the nunbers are | ower
t han what they have been, that doesn't nean it's still a
heal t hy practice that we shoul d keep practicing or
uphol di ng.

| think data needs to be easily and publicly
accessible to ensure that those who wish to stay inforned
about SEPTA's policies and/or rebuttal upcom ng policies or
advancenents, they should have access to that data because
they're the main ones who are at cause when it cones to
these policies, |ike the decision that SEPTA nmakes is
affecting themdirectly.

A lot of people in Philadel phia use SEPTA. They rely

on their transit lines to go to and fromwork, to and from
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school, and it's just overall not okay for themto feel as
t hough they don't have a say in the choices that SEPTA is
maki ng.

| also should say that SEPTA itself should take charge
in finding healthier, sustainable, renewabl e energy sources
to apply to their franchise, especially because, |like |I said
previously, a large portion of citizens in Phil adel phia use
their transportation systens.

But | just really want to highlight that. [It's very
i nportant because kid, young kids, they go outside for a
majority of their lifetine to either play or go to and from
school, to and fromwork, and they are the ones who are
directly in harmls way when it conmes to this air pollution
and air quality.

They're young. They're not as devel oped as adul ts.
Their imrune systens are not as strong as they could be, so
they can potentially be very sick. They could get very weak
fromthis air pollution, air quality.

| know t hat SEPTA definitely does or would be able to
have the technology to nonitor air quality around the Gty
daily, because we do it at our school. W're a charter
school. W make sure that our air quality is good in our
school s, especially through the hallways --

DR. RAVAL-NELSON. M. WIson, you have one m nute.
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1 MR. WLSON: Okay. Thank you. But | know that if we
2 can do it, then SEPTA can do it too. And | just really fee
3 like we need to protect the youth, especially with these

4 policies that they're naking. SEPTA should have nore

5 consideration when making these bills and things of that

6 nature. Thank you for your tine.

7 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nmuch. Qur next

8 speaker is M. Jerem ah White. Jerem ah?

9 MR VWH TE: Yes. Can you hear ne?

10 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes, we can. | wll start your

11 tiner.

12 MR. WHI TE: How are you doing? M nane is Jerem ah
13 White. | amalso a STEM anbassador at Imhotep Institute

14  Charter H gh School. | amgoing into twelfth grade, and |
15 amal so a student athlete.

16 Me and ny STEM anbassador team we have been working
17 on air quality issues for a while now, so we have a | ot of
18 background i nformati on, and we've been working with U Penn
19 in reference to the matter of our mmjor causes of pollution
20 such as airports, trucks, cars, and factories.
21 And adding this factory to the mx is just going to
22 cause the sane hurt and pain to the earth that has been
23 going on for generations and generations.
24 And as an athlete, | can say that athletes inhale nuch
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nore air and use nuch nore energy than a regul ar person as

we are being active, and we're outside nore, and we work

out. |It's deteriorating our health. And |I'msorry, yeah.
(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very much --

MR WH TE: Hello?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. -- for your testinony.

MR VWH TE: Can you hear nme? Can you hear ne? |'m
sorry.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Yes --

MR. WH TE: My phone cut off for a second.

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: -- we can. No worries. You have
three mnutes and 25 seconds.

MR WHI TE: Ckay. So yes, | am here advocating for
the black community and for the youth of the black comunity
as well, because us as a community, we get the low, |ike the
bottom of the barrel.

So we go through a lot of health crises that not a | ot
of people, or not a |lot of other races go through. And I
really just want to see that change. |t starts here. Like,
this one neeting can start a whol e novenent and change much
nore than we can know.

Al so, to add another fact to the matter, | found out

that around airports where residents live, there is nore
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1 likely to -- you're nore likely to have a heart attack or to
2 experience |ung cancer or any type of cancer, |ike Tayl or

3 Baker was saying earlier in the neeting, and | really just

4 want to see a change. That's all. Thanks for having ne.

5 THE REPORTER  Excuse nme. This is the court reporter.
6 M. Wite, could you please state the school that you

7 attend? | did not catch it. Thank you.

8 MR VWHTE | attend Inhotep Institute Charter High

9 School. W are an African culture based high school in the
10 Gty of Phil adel phi a.

11 THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.

12 MR. WHI TE: Thank you.

13 DR. RAVAL- NELSON. Thank you. Excellent.

14 Qur next speaker will be Lisa Hastings, and then we
15 wll be on the | ookout for Hope Prima. So Lisa Hastings?
16 M5. HASTINGS: Yes. H . M nane is Lisa Hastings and
17 | "' m speaki ng as a concerned resident of Philadel phia. |If

18 this permt goes through, it needs to at |east be seriously
19 revised to reflect that ozone is increasing in Philadel phia,
20  not decreasing --
21 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ckay. Ms. Hastings is not
22 available. W've hit everybody we had --
23 MR WENER  She's --
24 DR BETTI GOLE: She's speaki ng.
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1 M5. HASTINGS: | was speaking.

2 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: On.

3 M5. HASTINGS: Can | start over?

4 (No response.)

5 M5. HASTI NGS: Hell 0?

6 DR, BETTIGOLE: | think there's something wong with

7 Dr. Raval - Nel son's connection. | can restart the timer for
8 you if you want to go ahead and speak. | apol ogize.

9 M5. HASTINGS: Ckay. |1'Ill start over.

10 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Sorry about that.

11 M5. HASTINGS: Ckay. This permts needs to be

12 seriously revised to reflect that ozone is increasing in

13  Phil adel phia, not decreasing as it was acclainmed in 2019, to
14  reduce unnecessary pollutants including waste heat that this
15 facility emts directly into a federally recogni zed

16 environnental justice area, and to radically increase and

17 i nprove nonitoring and public transparency.

18 The fact that there are other CHPs poll uting

19 Phi | adel phi a does not | essen the harm done. The only way to
20 reduce the harmto public health and the environnment in
21 Ni cetown is to reduce the anmount of fossil fuel burned at
22 this facility.
23 If natural gas is burned, continuous em ssion
24 nonitoring on the CHPs must be required. Al so, AMS nust
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install conprehensive permanent air quality nonitoring near
the site. Mobile tenporary nonitoring is hel pful but not
sufficient.

It is good in this version of the permt that SEPTA
i ncl uded ot her stationary sources of air pollution fromthis
facility, but the permt still has serious limtations.

Gven the air quality problens in Phil adel phia and
SEPTA's violation of the previous permt, AMS should have
reduced the amount of natural gas that can be burned on site
to conpensate for acknow edgi ng other em ssions and to
reduce potential problens in the future.

I nstead, AMS increased the anobunt of pollution SEPTA
is allowed to emt, increasing the anobunt of NOx by al nost
15 percent and the anmount of VOCs all owed by over 50 percent
fromthe first permt, |eaving SEPTA with no wi ggle room
before crossing over to nmajor source levels. This is unfair
and shoul d be reversed.

The total amount of natural gas allowed to be burned
shoul d be reduced, and these reductions should be taken
during the ozone season or at |east during the high heat
ozone sunmer nonths.

They could alter the ampbunt of natural gas and
el ectricity burned and change this radically to radically

reduce or elimnate what is burned during ozone season.
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1 This will reduce the greenhouse gases and the ozone

2 precursors emtted during the ozone season, which should be
3 routinely expected in an ozone nonattai nnent area.

4 It will also decrease the amount of waste heat these

5 CHPs flood into already overheated environnental justice

6 nei ghborhoods. These are both serious problens that AMS and
7  SEPTA need to address.

8 Burning less fossil fuel on site does not require a

9 reduction in SEPTA service, but rather an adjustnent in how
10 rnuch electricity and how nuch natural gas are used during

11  this nonth.

12 | deally, state and federal funds will be pursued to

13 help install solar at this facility and on ot her SEPTA

14  properties and used to offset burning natural gas. This is
15 an economic as well as an environnmental necessity.

16 I ncreasing the energy resilience of SEPTA' s regional
17 rail was a reason that SEPTA used the first tinme this

18 facility was approved --

19 DR. BETTI GOLE: Excuse ne, Ms. Hastings. You have one
20 mnute.
21 DR. RAVAL- NELSON: You have one mnute |eft.
22 M5. HASTINGS: Okay, yes. Energy resiliency
23  supposedly of the CHPs was used as an argunent to build this
24 plant. However, it is really a reason to install solar to
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augnent grid electricity and replace sone natural gas.

PIJM | nt erconnect found that individual natural gas
generators were less reliable during polar vortexes in
Pennsyl vania than grid electricity was. Additionally, since
then, the U S. Departnent of Energy now maintains that solar
energy with battery storage increases the resiliency of
power sources, partially because a breakdown in fuel
delivery will not inpact it. So for energy resiliency, for
environnental quality, climte change, public health --

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Ms. Hastings, your tine is up

M5. HASTI NGS: Thank you

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you very nmuch. | amnot sure
if Hope Primas has joined us back.

(Pause.)

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: Great. Hope is back, and Hope, do
you want to go ahead and cone on and provide your testinony?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Hope?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Hope, are you on?

(No response.)

DR. RAVAL-NELSON: It seens as though Hope is not on
so at this point we've gone through all of the testinony.

W will reach out to Hope and ask her to provide her
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testinony in a witten formso that she can be included as a
part of the public record.

Again, the witten testinony comrent has been extended
to August 31st of this year, and the information of where to
submt the witten testinony as well as the subject
i nformati on was provided in both the chat and the QA

At this point, | amgoing to turn it over to our
heal th comm ssioner for a few cl osing words.

DR. BETTIGOLE: | just wanted to take a nonent to
t hank everyone who has joined this call, who has given
comments, who has listened, for a really thoughtful and
sol uti ons-focused process.

| know there's a lot of strong feelings about this
permt and this facility. Really, in a tinme in which
there's so nuch scream ng at people, | just have truly
appreci ated this approach of thoughtful, science-based,

i nportant conments.

So we are listening. |It's going to take us a while to
wor k t hrough what | inagine will be copious public coments,
so we wll do that, and we do take that process very
seriously.

| also just want to say how i npressed | was, | think
everybody on this call was, with our two young peopl e who

called in, and grateful that they are engaged in this kind
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of thoughtful debate, and thinking deeply about how we can
make our environnment safer and better for all of us to
br eat he.

So thank you all for being here. It will probably
take us several nonths to work through all of this, but we
will issue a witten docunent.

I'"mgoing to turn things back over to Dr. Raval - Nel son
to wap up. Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON: Thank you -- (inaudible) --

DR. BETTI GOLE: Palak, | think there's sonething wong

with your sound, |'m afraid.
(Pause.)
DR. BETTIGOLE: Al right. | just want to nake sure

everybody sees the email Ed put in the chat in terns of
where to send public comments, again, open till August 31st,
to DPHAMS Servi ce_Requests@Phil a. Gov. And pl ease put " SEPTA
Roberts Conplex SMOP" in the subject line. And all that is
in the chat.

So with that, unless there's anything else that |I'm
m ssing processwi se, folks, | think we're going to give you
your eveni ng back, and thank you so rmuch for being part of
this process.

(Wher eupon, the public hearing was concl uded.)
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1 CERTI FI CATI ON
2 | hereby certify that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs, the
3 Public Hearing - proposed Synthetic M nor Operating Perm't
4  for Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority
5 (SEPTA) - Roberts Conplex, were reported by nme on July 27,
6 2023, and that I, John A Kelly, read this transcript and
7 attest that this transcript is a true and accurate record of
8 the proceedings.
9 By:
10 John A. Kelly
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