City of Philadelphia Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee (SWRAC)
Meeting Minutes

Date: July 18, 2024
Call to order
The meeting was called to order by Fern Gookin at 3:08 pm.
Welcome (Kyle Lewis)
Approval of Minutes
The minutes were approved for the 5/16/24 meeting.
State of Recycling (Kyle Lewis)
· Pricing has leveled out
· Previously at $77.00 a ton, currently at $68.00
· Anticipating the market is going to stay level through the summer
Organics Subcommittee (Natalie Walker)
· Great subcommittee call with two special guests
· Haley Kearns from Penn. Discussed how composting legislation can help increase participation, identified funding and the important role that education plays in helping to keep contamination low.
· Nora Goldstein of Biocycle. Who stated that there has been an increase in households with access to food waste recovery, noting jurisdictions are creating compost collection through drop off points, typically supported by private companies.
Parks & Recreation (Natalie Walker)
· Moving forward with our Recreation Center Compost Program. Received approval from City Council to expand partnership with Bennett Compost to 10 years.
· Looking to expanded collection of food waste from other sites, not just Rec Centers.
· Collecting food waste from the older adult centers. Eventually bringing all of them on board.
· Also, working with the Recycling Office to expand Recycling within the Rec Centers.
· Officially launched the Reforestation hub, the sawmill at the Organic Recycling Center in partnership with Power Core and Cambium Carbon.
· Working to recruit for the Community Compost Network program. They are around 16 sites. With an additional 12 drop off sites as part of the network.
Streets & Philadelphia Recycling Office Update (Kyle Lewis)
· Continuing a pilot containerization program at Raymond Rosen Housing (550 units) with the Philadelphia Housing Authority. Education will be ongoing before and after installation.
· Clean and Green initiatives are in the midst of a citywide cleanup, with the program running on time.
· Follow Trash and Recycling pickup on StreetsmartPHL. Allows you to see which trucks have gone down your street on collection day.
· We are looking to be as environmentally sustainable with our fleet of vehicles and continuing to explore alternative fuels for our trucks. We currently have CNG trucks.  Electric trucks, the battery does not last in the winter. They actually don’t last long enough to make it through the route.
· The Tire Roundup program is currently going on.  It is for community groups to earn money collecting tires.
· PRO continues exploring options for the recycling of tires. The only recycler in the area is Emanuel Tire of PA, out of Conshohocken.
Informational Items, Open Discussion, and Announcements
· Maurice Sampson asked about the policy of looking at zero waste by 2035. Curious what the policy is going to be under the new administration. Kyle Lewis noted that it is still in discussion.
· Mike Ewall was wondering where tires actually go when they are collected by the city? Kyle Lewis stated that the tires are going between Chester and Plymouth Meeting. Emanuel Tire does not have the capacity to handle the tires the city produces.
· Chuck Raudenbush asked for an update on the disposal contract timeline. Kyle Lewis stated that we are in the process of putting together the RFP right now. But does not know if we have a definitive timeline.
Next Meeting Date
September 19, 2024 in person at MSB on the 16th floor.
Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:11 pm





