
ADDRESS: 1930 PINE ST
Proposal: Legalize as-built townhouse at rear on Waverly Street
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Jack Azran
Applicant: Gabriel Deck, Gnome Architects LLC
History: 1888; J.R. Kates Row; Frank Miles Day, architect; Rear townhouse, 2024
Individual Designation: None
District Designation: Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District, Significant, 2/8/1995
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes to legalize aspects of a new construction townhouse at the 
rear of 1930 Pine Street which deviate from the plans approved by the Historical Commission in 
July 2019. Deviations from the approved plans include the use of vinyl siding instead of fiber 
cement siding, a front cornice that does not align with the adjacent building, a lack of a brick return 
on the side elevation, differing proportions and materials on the first-floor front, and a relocated 
pilot house.

This application for legalization was prompted by the submission to the Department of Licenses 
and Inspections (L&I) for a building permit amendment to include a pilot house. A pilot house was 
included on plans approved by the Historical Commission in 2019 but was omitted from the 
drawings submitted to L&I for the building permit at that time. A pilot house was constructed 
without a permit, and L&I issued a violation for construction that exceeded the approved plans. 
The submission of the building permit amendment to legalize the pilot house prompted the 
Historical Commission’s staff to visit the site, at which time the other deviations from the approved 
plans were noted and relayed to the applicant and property owner. The staff explained that the 
pending building permit amendment to legalize the as-built pilot house could be approved in 
eCLIPSE at this time because the drawings of the overall building do not reflect the as-built 
conditions or the 2019 application approved by the Historical Commission.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Legalize aspects of as-built new construction townhouse that deviate from approved plans.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The 
new works shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment.
o Aspects of the as-built building including proportions, massing, and materials are not

compatible with the historic district.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 9.



Figure 1. 1930 Pine Street rear along Waverly Street, July 2024.



Figure 2. 1930 Pine Street rear along Waverly Street, July 2024.



Figure 3. 1930 Pine Street rear along Waverly Street, showing side elevation of vinyl siding and lack of brick return. July 
2024.



Figure 4. 1930 Pine Street rear along Waverly Street, showing visibility of pilot house clad in vinyl siding. July 2024.



Figure 5. 1930 Pine Street rear along Waverly Street, showing vinyl siding at recessed entry. July 2024.
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