
IMPROVEMENTS COMING 
TO HAPPY HOLLOW REC CENTER!

PROJECT TIMELINE

LEARNING1 FALL/WINTER 2023

DRAFT DESIGN2 SPRING 2024

FINAL DESIGN3 SUMMER 2024

5 SPRING 2025CONSTRUCTION START

CONSTRUCTION PREP4 FALL/WINTER 2024

Rebuild Rebuild is a historic investment of hundreds of 
millions of dollars in neighborhood parks, recreation centers and 
libraries across Philadelphia for a more equitable Philadelphia.

Playground Scope 
● New Playground
○ Demolish existing playground replace with new 

inclusive playground equipment
○ New safety surface
○ Improved lighting
○ Security cameras

● Pedestrian walkway from Wayne Ave
● Breezeway between 1911 Rec Center and 1958 Gym

Historic 1911 Recreation Center Scope
● New roof + ceiling repair 
● Sidewalk improvements
● Plumbing, electrical systems improvements
● HVAC replacement
● Asbestos abatement & lead remediation
● Exterior masonry, sealant, caulking
● ADA bathrooms
● Ceiling repair
● Upgraded WiFi infrastructure
● Updated lighting

PROJECT FOCUS

PLAYGROUND REOPENS!6 LATE 2025

Playground Scope = Red 

1911 Building Scope = Blue

Aerial View of Happy Hollow Playground



WHAT WE’VE 
LEARNED

3 
Stakeholder Level Meetings 

2
Public Meetings 

(November 2023 & January 2024)

Playground equipment by age 
group rankings 

(Ages 2-5):
Platform climbing and swings 
most popular option across all 

age groups.

(Ages 5-12):
While swings held the top spot 

for youth, adults preferred 
platform climbing.

Specialty Zone Interest Ranking
[By Adult Participants]

1. Fitness Equipment 
2. Pre Teen Gathering Area 
3. Tot Lot 

Fitness equipment ranked the 
highest followed by a tie between 

Pre Teen Gather Area & Tot Lot. 
Additional stakeholders shared that 

a Tot Lot should be a top priority, 

Other Site Features
Elements to reflect local history 
that the site was a Rock Quarry

Inclusive Play Equipment
Desire to see ADA swings and other 

play equipment for kids 
 with physical and 

neurodivergent needs

56
TOTAL REBUILD MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS

Photo taken from January 2024  youth engagement 
session at Happy Hollow Rec Center



Option A Plan

What do you like most about this option? What would you change about this option?



Feedback 
Option A

How does Option#1 meet the needs of the 
youth at Happy Hollow?

If  you could add anything to Option#1 what 
would it be?

How might Option #1 make youth feel? Please provide any additional feedback 
below!

Grab a post-it! What are some of your additional thoughts + feedback?



Option B Plan

What do you like most about this option? What would you change about this option?



Feedback 
Option B:

Grab a post-it! What are some of your additional thoughts + feedback?

How does Option#2 meet the needs of the 
youth at Happy Hollow?

If  you could add anything to Option#2 what 
would it be?

How does Option #2 make youth feel 
safe?

Please provide any additional feedback 
below!



Perspective Images:
We have some decisions to make. Vote for your favorite options! 

Option A

Option B

Playground view from 
north west corner

Playground view 
from south west 
corner

Playground view from 
north east  corner

Playground view from 
south east corner

Playground view from 
north west corner

Playground view from 
north east  corner

Playground view from 
south west corner

Playground view from 
south east corner



Playful Learning
Inspiration
What is Playful Learning?
Play guided by an adult (and/or the environment) 
towards a specific learning goal. 

Youth learn best when the activity is:

1. Actively Engaging
2. Meaningful
3. Socially Interactive
4. Iterative
5. Joyful

Please provide any additional feedback below!

Circle the topic that you would like to see the youth at Happy Hollow learn about the 
most:



Playful Learning
Inspiration

What do you think makes this  
image Playful?

What does this image inspire you to 
try?

How would you play here?

What would you add or change in 
this image

Tell us what you think about these forms of playful learning!

What in this in this image catches your 
attention?

What elements in this photo  stand 
out to you? 


