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DO I NEED A 
LANDSCAPE 

PLAN?This fact sheet should help to determine whether a landscape plan 
is required for your project. For more guidance, please refer to 
the      Landscape Design Guidelines or contact the City Planning 
Commission at planning@phila.gov. 

Landscape Plans show City Planning Commission staff that projects comply with the landscaping requirements in the 
Zoning Code. Submission requirements for Landscape Plans are in section 9.4.1 of the        Commission Regulations. 
Projects that include        development,        site clearing, creation or modification of a        parking lot, or                       
      changes of use may be subject to these provisions. If these provisions apply to your project, your zoning permit 
must include a Landscape Plan.

Landscaping and trees beautify developments, lower summertime temperatures and helps to manage site water.        
The Philadelphia Zoning Code supports the      Philly Tree Plan with two types of landscaping requirements. These 
requirements preserve and enhance Philadelphia’s urban forest. They are:

On-Site Landscape and Tree provisions of        Section 14-705 (1) require landscaped buffers and 
yard trees. Removal of healthy trees is discouraged.

Parking Lot Landscaping provisions of         Section 14-803 (5) require landscaping and trees at the 
edges and interiors of parking lots. 
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A parcel area of 5,000 sq. ft. or less
Parcels primarily for community gardens or another Urban Agriculture use
Environmental restoration projects
Projects meeting certain affordable housing requirements

Exempt from tree and 
landscaping requirements.

Parcels in a Multifamily (RM, RMX) zoning district next to a Single Family
(RSA, RSD) or Two-Family (RTA) zoning district
Parcels in a Commercial (C), Industrial (I), or Special Purpose (SP) zoning district 
next to a Residential (RSA, RSD, RTA, RM, RMX) zoning district
Parcels next to a rail line
Parcels next to a major highway (see 14-705(1)(d) for a list of major highways)

Landscape Buffering 
requirements of 

14-705(1)(d) apply.

Development project is within Multifamily (RM, RMX), Commercial (C), 
Industrial (I), or Special Purpose (SP) zoning district 
AND will increase dwelling units or gross floor area by 25% or more

Yard Tree requirements 
of 14-705(1)(e) apply.

Development project has a parking lot See “Creation or Modification of a Parking Lot” 
for additional requirement considerations.

Development project includes tree removal
Some PIDC-supported industrial projects are exempt from certain requirements

Heritage Tree and Tree Replacement 
requirements of 14-705(1)(f) and (g) apply. 

mailto:planning%40phila.gov?subject=
https://www.phila.gov/documents/landscape-and-tree-site-plan-review-documents/
mailto:planning%40phila.gov?subject=%5BZP%20or%20address%20here%5D%20Landscape%20Requirements
https://www.phila.gov/media/20230317091911/March-2023-PCPC-Regulations.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-287950
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-288463
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-288249
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-288786
https://www.phila.gov/programs/philly-tree-plan/
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-304228
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/philadelphia/latest/philadelphia_pa/0-0-0-293934
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Parcels used for one- or two-family dwellings
A parcel area of 5,000 sq. ft. or less
Parcels primarily for community gardens or another Urban Agriculture use
Environmental restoration projects
Projects meeting certain affordable housing requirements

If your project includes any use other than Vehicle Sales and Rental

Exempt from tree and 
landscaping requirements.

Parking Lot Interior Landscape 
requirements of 14-803(5)(e) apply.

A parcel area of less than 50,000 sq. ft.
Use changes that affect less than 75% of the existing gross floor area

Exempt from tree and 
landscaping requirements.

Parcels used for one- or two-family dwellings
Projects that increase dwelling units or gross floor area by less than 25%
Projects funded by stormwater retrofit grants from the Philadelphia Water 
Department

Exempt from tree and 
landscaping requirements.

Application includes a parking lot, driveway, or drive aisle next 
to a Residential (RSD, RSA, RTA, RM, RMX) zoning district

Parking Lot Perimeter Screening 
requirements of 14-803(5)(c) apply.

Project includes a parking lot, driveway, or drive aisle next to a 
Residential (RSD, RSA, RTA, RM, RMX) zoning district

Parking Lot Perimeter Screening 
requirements of 14-803(5)(c) apply.

Site clearing project includes tree removal Heritage Tree and Tree Replacement 
requirements of 14-705(1)(f) and (g) apply.

Application includes any use other than Vehicle Sales and Rental Parking Lot Interior Landscape 
requirements of 14-803(5)(e) apply.

Questions? 
Contact the City Planning Commission at  

planning@phila.gov

Project includes a parking lot, driveway, or drive aisle next 
to a public street

Parking Lot Perimeter Screening 
requirements of 14-803(5)(d) apply.

Project includes a parking lot, driveway, or drive aisle next to a 
public street

Parking Lot Perimeter Screening 
requirements of 14-803(5)(d) apply.

mailto:planning%40phila.gov?subject=%5BZP%20or%20address%20here%5D%20Landscape%20Requirements

