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Wash West Comment 
 

Please share these comments with the Committee on Historic Designation and the 
Historical Commission. 
 
As a 42 year resident of Wash West, I am writing to thank the many people who 
have been involved in bringing this nomination to the fore and protecting this part 
of our City. Washington Square West has really exceptional merit even in a City that 
has so much of our country’s greatest history. In terms of architecture, it is the place 
in the whole country where rowhouses really got started. It has the greatest 
collection of Federal and Greek Revival style houses in the country, our first real 
national styles. It is our only neighborhood in the whole country where this early 
style exists in such profusion. 
Although Boston or New York or Baltimore certainly had this style, those 
neighborhoods have been wiped out by later development leaving only fragments. 
Other rowhouse neighborhoods in our City such as Rittenhouse or Spring Garden 
are later and predominated by the Italianate style, which is also found in the historic 
districts of much of the midwest. What many people may see as vernacular 
rowhouses are in fact Greek Revival in the details of their clamshell frame windows, 
the panel patterns of their doors and so many other ways. In general, I would like to 
see some of the better examples of smaller rowhouses on streets like Camac, 
Iseminger and Quince upgraded to Significant status, because they were individually 
designated in the past and because they are fine examples of their style, rare within 
the context of our City and indeed the country as a whole. These “Littlest Streets” 
also represent a unique development pattern that are essentially a district within a 
district. 
 
In terms of social history, the neighborhood from the beginning contained the mix of 
classes and races within blocks and within houses that was a product of a walking 
City. This pattern of tiny houses on blocks next to big houses provides for diversity 
which is one of the things that makes Philadelphia so great. Wash West is also the 
real original neighborhood of Philadelphia’s black community and the Gay 
community. 
 
I include a list of specific recommendations for the inventory. I do not offer these as 
a criticism for the work that has been done, but rather to possibly make it even 
stronger. It of course will need double checking as I am going from memory. 
 
323-325 Camac back up to form a part of Lantern Court accessible from Panama 
Street 
 
318 Fawn should be listed as Significant because it is one of just a handful of half 
gable houses in the country. 322 Fawn should be listed as Significant as one of the 
very rare wood houses in the city. 
 



1317 Irving and the other carriage houses on the block are attributed to Frank 
Furness in George Thomas’s book about him and this is plausible as they are built 
behind and beside documented Furness townhouses. 
 
410-416 Iseminger should be listed as Greek Revival as they were built with pilaster 
entries, corner blocks on the lintels and the marble stairs survive under the brick. 
Much of the block including Iseminger, Camac, and Lombard was built by the 
developer Thomas Linnard who owned a lumber yard and developed a number of 
rows at every size and price point. Please see the attached chain of title from 410 S. 
Iseminger. The inventory does not attribute any of these to him. 
 
205-9 S. Jessup should be considered for Contributing. 
 
The 300 block of S. Juniper has many houses that have the original 8 panel doors 
that are the original design for the block. Many of these doors are listed as non-
historic. 
Some on the even side also have unusual 3 over 3 windows in the 3rd floor which are 
the original design. 
 
At 325 and 327 Juniper there exist two otherwise identical houses, one with an 8 
panel door and one with horizontal panels. I believe both are original doors and 
show that these door styles coexisted in the Greek Revival period though normally 
the developer picked one or the other for a given row. 
The apartment building at 330-332 Juniper are infact two Greek Revival 
townhouses that were combined and covered with stucco to hide the façade 
alterations, not a 1920s Colonial Revival building. 
 
1225-33 Locust is listed as having a new storefront and the balcony removed in 
1934. In fact the first floor has its original configuration for a fire station and the 
cornice was removed without a permit after designation. 
 
At 1237-47 Lombard, the historic file photos show that the first floor windows were 
raised when the kitchens were installed in the front room, however the house at 
1243 has been restored.  
 
In the 1300 block of Lombard Street, the original door style is the 8 panel door. The 
corner store building at 1327 Lombard/Juniper has a very rare intact Greek Revival 
storefront and should be listed as Significant. It is an important model for restoring 
such storefronts. 1317, 1325 and  1327 have the sole remaining original 8 panel 
door design  in the row 
 
901-3 Pine Street was built as a Jewish Institution with the Jewish calender year 
carved in the date stone.  
 
1219-1221 Pine Street frame a charming courtyard called Lantern court entered 
through their rear at Panama St. This court is worthy of protection. 



 
At 922 Spruce, a part of Portico Row, the windows are listed as non historic. In fact 
the cornice and the wood 1/1 windows were part of the alterations that were done 
by the founder of “Godey’s Ladies Book” and were kept at the insistence of the 
Historical Commission because of that connection. 
 
1101-1115 Spruce should be listed as Significant for architect and style. 
 
1219 Spruce is a fabulous work of the architect Frank Miles Day and should be listed 
as Significant. 
 
1223 Spruce Street is listed as having historic wood windows when infact the 
windows are aluminum in the wrong configuration and have multiple violations. 
 
1300 Spruce Street was lovingly restored and has correct historical wood windows, 
not vinyl.  
 
1116 Walnut Street should be considered Significant both for its architect and as a 
very early and rare lesbian bar. 
 
1219 Waverly should mention that it was the home of Black (Gay) pianist Andre 
Watts c 1954. He was already performing in major venues at the age of 10. 
 
235 S. 10th restored their correct wood windows after a violation and years of 
enforcement. They are not vinyl as cited in the inventory. 
 
240-244 S 12th should be considered as Significant as a very rare example of a Post 
Modern house. It has a fabulous courtyard. 
 
254 S. 12th should be considered Significant as the home of Meta Fuller who was an 
important sculptor and who exemplifies not only Black but Lesbian history, two 
themes of this district. 
 
411 S. 13th also had their windows restored to wood after violations, not vinyl. 
 
412-26 S. 13th , I think is the factory where the Salk vaccine was made in bulk. I think 
I put an article about this in the file. 
 



410 s. Iseminger St. 

m. erected 

5/17/1830 

11/16/1839 

Grantor 

Thomas M. Linnard, 
lumber merchant 

Adelaide T. h/w 
James M. Lin.11..ard, 

lumber merchant 
Anna h/w 

a lot sit Es 13th St. 
between Pine & Lombard Sts. 
145' from S s Pine St. 
Front: 96' 
Depth: 90' to a 20' wide 
street called Orleans St. 
(i.e. Iseminger St.) 

Bounded N by ground granted 
to Daniel Thom Eby 
Orleans St. S by ground 
granted to George Harmstead 
w by 13th st. 

NOTE: the above lot includes 
what will be 
410 s. Iseminger St. 

Daniel Fitler, Esq. 

a 3 
and 

High Sheriff 
from Joseph Chew 

story brick messuage 
lot sit Es 13th St. 

41 1 N from N s 
st. then 

then E 
E 

N 3 1 

st. 
then (i ... 

S along Orleans 
then W 90' to 
place of 

St. 
St. and 

NOTE: the above lot includes 
at the rear what will 
be 410, , J414 and 
416 s. St. 
See the included 

the southernmost 
of the above lot 

Plan 3sl5, lot 116 

Grantee 

Joseph Chew, 
ladies shoemaker 

for ,200.00 

( /11·1 15 659) 

George R. Harmstead 9 

carpenter 

for $100.00 

9 515) 



410 s. 

7/3/1926 

9/27/1937 

8/16/1938 

11112/1938 

12/30/1938 

4/14/1955 

st .. 

George R. Harmstead died. Fidelity 
Co. was trustee of the estate. 

"Granters appear to be a few heirs. 11* 

Charles R. Hamilton 
Florence h/w 
c. Ross Hamilton Jr. deed of trust 

s Iseminger St. 41• N from Lombard St. 
52' x 38• 410, 412, and 416 S. Iseminger St. 

C. Ross Hamilton Jr. 
Anna H. b/w 

410, 412, 414 and 416 

Bertram I. De Young 
Master 

Master's deed in partition 
419, 412, 414 and 416 

Frances C. Levick, 
trustee for 

T. Stoddard 
under decree of C. P. 
No. l March Term 1929 
No. 13838 

Ralph S. Croskey* 

Jean Swartz* 

c. Rose Hamilton Jr.* 
Charles R. Hamilton 

410, 412, 414 and 416 

Jean Swartz Edward H. Gornish* 

410, 412, 414, and 416 

Edward H. Gornish Rose L. Zecca* 

410 and 412 s. Iseminger St. 
St. 78' & from S s 

26 9 611 
X 28 1 

obtained from records of transfer, 
of Records, 3 15, lot 116. 

Unit, 

• Fuller 
Research Assistant 

12, 1963 



����������	��
��	������������
��������������������������������������� �!����"�#$ �%&�#'(�)�*+,-+./.*�,.0/.�123�0�2$45�678 ��$��2$45%678 ��$"19 �$%��:';�<4���4:$= ����<4���4:$= ��"19 �$%��:';�<4�� )��=">$�9>��=& : &%�4��<4�� )��=">$�9>��=& : &%�4�'�?&0�@�A�">$�9>��=& : &%�4���@�A�">$�9>��=& : &%�4�'�BCDEFGHI�BJHKI�LMDKNEO�PQKR�EJHKI�NMJER�SFMJ�MTDRKUE�MS�VKDW�XMYEFGJEGDO�ZM�GMD�NIKN[�MG�IKG[R�MF�M\EGHDDHNQJEGDR�TGIERR�WMT�FENMXGK]E�DQE�REGUEFO�̂�)�#�4� ��_�?�8�& �#�# �̀4�678 ��$_�$�)�($�9 ��=���678$4��(��=�? : &�a���& $= ��_2���$#�� �������������%�@b:��̀����$�4�� )��=��A�($�9 ��=���678$4��(��=�� �&��./.,%�@�$#�>4 = ���=��c<4����#���<<�� = ���=��=9��<4�<���)�9 �=�4 &�) �=4 &=� ���84��� �9̀�49��)%�@=�> ���#$5��9�#��4�<$ 4��#�4��&�#<� &$=�)_��c<��� :�_�$�)�= #�� �=��� :�%�@=�> ���$����4$ ���4��=��$�)9�#��<4 &���̀��4��=4 &= ���=9���8<<����A���>�9�8� ��%��$= ��> )�_�>�b4��$�4�$)��8�)�4�� ���$���:�4��9�8� ���&4 � ��$�)��9�4=$��%�1��$���)��b=��= A���=9��4�>=9�$�)��<<�4=8� =��$�) :�4���$�)�) �= �&=��� �9̀�49��)�� 5���84��<4�: )��%@� #<��4����8�=�� ��=�$)��8<<�4=� �) : )8$��)�� ��$= ���=��$&9 �:��$�<4$�#$= &�̀$�$�&��̀�=>���<4���4:$= ���$�)�)�:���<#��=%19 �$)��<9 $� ��$��4�$=�& =��> =9�#8&9�=���AA�4%�d�=b��&��= �8��=��&9$#< ���=9 ����= ��%39$�5���8_������������



����������	��
��	������������
������������������������������������ !"��#$%&'� �()*'+,���-./0.#1#-�/#21$�345*2�4����67" �����4���(67" ���%38 ��(&*9+:�;��<��9�! *=��;��<��9�! *=%38 ��(&*9+:�;��< ��=!%>�<8>�<!) 9 )(*�&�;��< ��=!%>�<8>�<!) 9 )(*�&+��)2�?=@*%>�<8>�<!) 9 )(*�&��?=@*%>�<8>�<!) 9 )(*�&+�A�!��=���A'� ��B*! )�(�58 <��'� ��)*'�<�@�*'�*"!< ���*@�� !C�&*9��='�=!(�D*�=*!�)� )��*=�� =�<�*��*;�=�!!�)8'�=!<�"=��<<�C*"���)*&= E��!8��<�=���(FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFD����3G�H��*"=) �'�'I���67" ���H��=��,�<8 =&!*=�67"����,�<!�� 9 )��<<*) �! *=H?��'�>� ! =&�!*���;��<<�'C�*;;*< ! *=�!*�!8��;�*;*<���8 <!*� )�� <!� )!� =�,�<8 =&!*=�67"����,�<!(?!�> ���'����8*'����;� �<�'*���)*';� )�!��H���;�=< 9���=��! '�� =!�=< 9�(�?!�> �����<*��� <����=!<��=�8*'��;� )�<�IC���<!� )! =&�!8��<";;�C�*@�=�>�8*"< =&(?� ';�*���C*"�!*� =<!����<";;*�!� =� 9 �"�����< &=�! *=�!*��)8 �9����;��&'�! )�I���=)��I�!>��=;��<��9�! *=��=����9��*;'�=!(����������//1J�B�K���6!38 �����;8 �H�3��/J/#K6�=!�@�*'�'C� 38*=�



����������	��
��	������������
����������������������������������� �!"#$�����%&$����'�("��)*�+�,-./-010,�.02.0�345�2�4� 6�789'����!4� 6(789'���&3$'��(:�;)<�= �>� ;��'�?�!= �>� ;��'�?&3$'��(:�;)<�= �>'+�?�&@�>$@�>�"';'"(� :!= �>'+�?�&@�>$@�>�"';'"(� :)��"2�'?A�&@�>$@�>�"';'"(� :�!'?A�&@�>$@�>�"';'"(� :)�BCDEFGHI�BJHKI�LMDKNEO�PQKR�EJHKI�NMJER�SFMJ�MTDRKUE�MS�VKDW�XMYEFGJEGDO�ZM�GMD�NIKN[�MG�IKG[R�MF�M\EGHDDHNQJEGDR�TGIERR�WMT�FENMXGK]E�DQE�REGUEFO�̂� �3��_���9?"'������ �789'���_��?+�*�>$'?:��?�789� ��*�>���';'"�̀>>�"'��'�?_a����@ '�'?:�����b= �>>�����==�>'�'�?�����$��= �=�>�+�$'>�� '"�+'>� '"��'?�*�>$'?:��?�789� ��*�>�(a��@'�����6��$���� �=�' >��� ��"��=�'"���+_��b=�?>';���?+��'���'?��?>';�(�a��@'�����>�� �'>�� �?�>��?+$����= '"�>���� �>� '"�'?:��$��>9==����A�?�@�$�9>'?:(a�'�=�� ����9����'?>���+�>9==� ��'?+';'+9���+�>':?��'�?�����"$'�;����= �:���'"�����?"�����@��?= �>� ;��'�?��?+�+�;���=��?�(�������������� �.11.�c'?��>� ���_�3$'��+��=$'�_��3̀�.d.1/



����������	��
��	������������
����������������������������������� �!�"������� #$%��&'� %()*"�+,-.,/0/+�-1//�23� 1�3����456�&&��!3���'456�&&�#27�&�'$ 8(9�:�*;*�8��� ��!:�*;*�8��� �#27�&�'$ 8(9�:�*;�"*��#<�;7<*;���8��' �$!:�*;�"*��#<�;7<*;���8��' �$(9���= #<�;7<*;���8��' �$�!��= #<�;7<*;���8��' �$(�>?@ABCDE�>FDGE�HI@GJAK�LMGN�AFDGE�JIFAN�OBIF�IP@NGQA�IO�RG@S�TIUABCFAC@K�VI�CI@�JEGJW�IC�EGCWN�IB�IXACD@@DJMFAC@N�PCEANN�SIP�BAJITCGYA�@MA�NACQABKZ[\]�̂_̀ a�̀bcdefgh[hi[]�jkcfgg\a�\dl�m\nofdpqbd�jkc\][�m[nq�̀frfe�snnbef\qfbdat�\h�u]fqfdp�qb�[vw][nn�hx�bwwbnfqfbd�qb�qo[�w]bwbn[l�ofnqb]fe�lfnq]feq�fd�m\nofdpqbd�jkc\][�m[nqytq�ufgg�h\z[�obh[�][w\f]n�hb][�ebhwgfe\q[la�[vw[dnfr[�\dl�qfh[�fdq[dnfr[y�tq�ufgg�\gnb�]\fn[�][dqn�\dlobh[�w]fe[n�ix�][nq]feqfdp�qo[�ncwwgx�b{�d[u�obcnfdpyt�fhwgb][�xbc�qb�fdnq[\l�ncwwb]q�fdlfrflc\g�l[nfpd\qfbd�qb�\eof[r[�\�w]\ph\qfe�i\g\de[�i[qu[[dw][n[]r\qfbd�\dl�l[r[gbwh[dqyjfde[][gxa|fez�Zf�}\]\dqb~~�������������� ��7*,7�%,7�;�



����������	��
��	������������
���������������������������������� �����!" �����# $%&'�()*+),-,(�*,./(�0�1#.���23�45���������23�45�����!06����"#7$8�92&:&27�;�#���92&:&27�;�#�!06����"#7$8�92&:�'&�;!<�:6<&:;��7���#2"�92&:�'&�;!<�:6<&:;��7���#2"$�=�.�>�?#!<�:6<&:;��7���#2"��>�?#!<�:6<&:;��7���#2"$�@ABCDEFG�@HFIG�JKBILCM�NOIP�CHFIG�LKHCP�QDKH�KRBPISC�KQ�TIBU�VKWCDEHCEBM�XK�EKB�LGILY�KE�GIEYP�KD�KZCEFBBFLOHCEBP�REGCPP�UKR�DCLKVEI[C�BOC�PCESCDM\&�2�0]=̂�=#����� & _&2�45�����̂���'�%�:6��";#��45��2&�%&:;�=�7����::#���;�#�̂>�� �<2�;��"�;#�&̀92&::� a�#99#:�;�#��;#�;6&�92#9#:&'�6�:;#2���'�:;2��;����%�:6��";#��45��2&�%&:;�>;�<���� �3&�6# &�2&9��2:� #2&��# 9����;&'̂�&̀9&�:�7&���'�;� &���;&�:�7&��>;�<������:#�2��:&�2&�;:���'6# &�92��&:�_a�2&:;2��;��"�;6&�:�99�a�#?��&<�6#�:��"�>�� 9�#2&�a#��;#���:;&�'�:�99#2;���'�7�'����'&:�"��;�#��;#���6�&7&���92�" �;���_�����&�_&;<&&�92&:&27�;�#����'�'&7&�#9 &�;�������������b*,�c�bd;6�4;�06���'&�96���0��*d*-(



����������	��
��	������������
������������������������������������� ������!������"# �$!%&� '(�)�*+,-+./.*�,.0,1�2�3�0������456$!!�������%456$!!�"27$!�%#�8'9�:��;��8�<$����:��;��8�<$��"27$!�%#�8'9�:��;$)��<"=�;7=�;<&$8$&%��#�:��;$)��<"=�;7=�;<&$8$&%��#'�>&0�?���"=�;7=�;<&$8$&%��#��?���"=�;7=�;<&$8$&%��#'�@A<����!�@ �$!�B�<$&�%�37$;�� �$!�&� �;���� ��6<;$)�����>$<C�#�8��� ��<%�D����<�&!$&�����!$��;�����:���<<�&7 ��<;�6�!�;;�C�6���&�#�$E��<7��;��)��%FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFD����2G>H�>�6�&$! � I���456$!!�H���)�(�;7$�#<���456����(�;<�>$8$&�J;;�&$�<$��H?�� �=�$<$�#�<���A:��;;� C��::�;$<$���<��<7��:��:�;�)�7$;<��$&�)$;<�$&<�$��(�;7$�#<���456����(�;<%?<�=$!!� ����7� ����:�$�;� ����&� :!$&�<�)H��A:��;$8����)�<$ ��$�<��;$8�%�?<�=$!!��!;����$;�����<;���)7� ��:�$&�;�IC���;<�$&<$�#�<7��;6::!C������=�7�6;$�#%?�$ :!����C�6�<��$�;<��)�;6::��<�$�)$8$)6�!�)�;$#��<$���<���&7$�8����:��# �<$&�I�!��&��I�<=���:��;��8�<$�����)�)�8�!�: ��<%��������������.,K�J�&7�4<H�J23�L/,27$!�)�!:7$�H�2JH�,L,/1



����������	��
��	������������
���������������������������������� ���!���������"#"$�� ��%&$���"' $()*+�,-./-010,�/2.3�4�) 2����5�67+�����!���5"67+����%4*���"& 8(9�:��;��8�<� ��!:��;��8�<� �%4*���"& 8(9�:��;����<%=�;*=�;<'�8�'" �&!:��;����<%=�;*=�;<'�8�'" �&(�>'2�?�@ %=�;*=�;<'�8�'" �&�!?�@ %=�;*=�;<'�8�'" �&(�ABCDEFGH�AIGJH�KLCJMDN�OPJQ�DIGJH�MLIDQ�RELI�LSCQJTD�LR�UJCV�WLXDEFIDFCN�YL�FLC�MHJMZ�LF�HJFZQ�LE�L[DFGCCGMPIDFCQ�SFHDQQ�VLS�EDMLWFJ\D�CPD�QDFTDEN]����4̂ >_�> +�'��$�$ �̀��67+����_�����a�;*��&< ��67+����a�;<�>�8�'��;; '��<� �_?��$�=��<��&�< ���:��;;�$b� :: ;�<� ��< �<*��:� : ;���*�;< ��'���;<��'<����a�;*��&< ��67+����a�;<"?<�=����$�5��* $����:���;�$ ���' $:��'�<��_���:��;�8������<�$����<��;�8�"�?<�=������; ����;�����<;����* $��:��'�;�̀b���;<��'<��&�<*��;+::�b� @���=�* +;��&"�)*��:� : ;�����;<��'<���; ���'�+��;���' $�'���+$ �̀�� @�:��5��&�� <;_�������=�' �;<�+'<� �9�<*����'�+;� �� @�=*�'*�$�5�;���$ '5��b� @�<*��:+�: ;� @�*�;< ��'�:��;��8�<� �"�)*�;���;<��'<��;�̀���&�:� : ;���̀b���;$����;+̀;�<� @�:� :��<b� =���;�=* ����8��b�̀��<��<�b�<�b��&�< �$�5��<*���������'�+;� ���b�< ���b ���=* ��;�c<�������b�����<� �����<*��*�&*�;<��' $��̀��'5�<;"�)*�����;�� �#+;<�@�'�<� ��@ ��<*�;�:� : ;�����;<��'<_��<�@���;�< �:� :���b�:��;��8��*�;< ��':� :��<��;_��<�:� <�'<;���=�' �;<�+'<� ��:� :��<��;�����:��5��&�� <;��;�*�;< ��'_�����̀� '5;�<*�' �;<�+'<� �� @���;:���<��b��������* +;��&����<*��'�<b"?��$:� ���b +�< ���;<����;+:: �<�����8��+�����;�&��<� ��< ��'*��8����:��&$�<�'�̀����'��̀�<=���*�;< ��'�:��;��8�<� ��������=���8�� :$��<"������������� ��.d,e�6�f +8����6)4*������:*���4�_�.g.,3



����������	��
��	������������
����������������������������������� ������������!"#$%��&'�(%)*+��,-!.-/0/,�"102�345(1�4�+��67��&&�� 4�+�'67��&&�#38�&�'$(9):�;+<�<+9�=�(�� ;+<�<+9�=�(�#38�&�'$(9):�;+<���<�=#>��8><�=��9��'(+$ ;+<���<�=#>��8><�=��9��'(+$)�?�1�@�A(#>��8><�=��9��'(+$� @�A(#>��8><�=��9��'(+$)�BCDEFGHI�BJHKI�LMDKNEO�PQKR�EJHKI�NMJER�SFMJ�MTDRKUE�MS�VKDW�XMYEFGJEGDO�ZM�GMD�NIKN[�MG�IKG[R�MF�M\EGHDDHNQJEGDR�TGIERR�WMT�FENMXGK]E�DQE�REGUEFO�<�+�3̂ ?_�?(����&%<% <̀+�67��&&�_�����a��8��$=(��67��+<�a<�=�?�9������(���=�(�_@��%�>+�=��$�=(�<b;+<���%c�(;;(��=�(��=(�=8<�;+(;(�<��8��=(+������=+��=����a��8��$=(��67��+<�a<�='?<�=<+�?�=c������9�̀+��=�������9<+�<��<�$8̀(+8((��>�=8���̀<��=�A�&�%�b�(A�(&�������<>�̀��&���$�'�58<�$+<�=�8�+%�(A��=�=(�%<����=8���%�b��$'?&�%;��$��(>��(��=8���9�̀+���c�=8+(�$8�������<�<���+c�8��=(+���defgheig�������8(+=��$8=<���<����(��=8�=�>�&&(�&c��<+9<�=(�;��8��<9<&(;%<�=�=(�&<���><&&j�(��<�=<������A�+jA&��$��<�$8̀(+8((��'�@=�>�&&�<�+��8���++<�=;+(;<+=c�(>�<+���=�=8<�<b;<��<�(A�A�=�+<�38�&��<&;8�����̀c���=+(�����$�����+=�A����&����+��=c�(A�8(����$>�=8���=8<����=+��=�k>8��8�%��<���;�8�&A�(A�?<�=<+�?�=cl'58<��(++<�=��(&�=�(��=(�;+<�<+9�=�(���<��+<���������9����&��<��$��=�(��(A�=+�&c��(=<>(+=8c�̀��&���$�_����=<��(A�����+̀�=+�+c��<��$��=�(��=8�=����&��<��;�+���$�&(=�������<>j̀��&���(��=+��=�(�'�@�=<+<�=��$�A�=�+<���A�&&�<9<&(;%<�=��&��<�/0,�6�!/=8�6=�>�&&�̀<�����&c�8�%�=+��$�̀c���8��=(+����<��$��=�(��=8�=�&�<�������+<�=(;;(��=�(��=(�=8<�+<�&�=c�(A�=8<��<�$8̀(+8((�������=8+�9��$�;�+=�(A����<�=+�&�̀����<������=+��=�(A���>(+&����=c'm((��=(�=8<�8(����$��+��������6���*+������(�������(%<��(A�>8�=���������>�&&�8�;;<���A�=8���;+(;(��&�$(<�=8+(�$8j�(̀��<�<��(�=������̀�++�<+��=(�8(%<�+<;��+_���c+(��<=��$�+<�=������8(����$����AA(+��̀�&�=c;��8��$�(�=�;<(;&<�>�=8�A�%�&�<�_��<+9��<�>(+�<+�_�������c(�<�>8(����n=�+��8�(+�>���n=�&���c�<�(�$8�=(�̀<�̀&<�=(���8<+�=�8(����$�>�=8���=8<��+<�'�@��%;&(+<�c(��=(����=<�����;;(+=�����9����&��<��$��=�(��=(���8�<9<���;+�$%�=���̀�&���<�̀<=><<�;+<�<+9�=�(�������<9<&(;%<�='�������������!"!"�a�&��=�6=_��;=�!o0.



����������	��
��	������������
������������������������������������������� !"#$%&�'($&)*+�#�,-./-010,�2342�567&3�68�9�:;�#%%8��68�9(:;�#%%8"5<#%8(=&�*>�?������8�#&���?������8�#&�"5<#%8(=&�*>�?���#'���"@8�<@���$#�#$(&�=�?���#'���"@8�<@���$#�#$(&�=*�A$3�B�C&"@8�<@���$#�#$(&�=��B�C&"@8�<@���$#�#$(&�=*��D����8%��)8#%�E&�#$�(�7<#���)8#%�$&)���C�&)�&���#'��&C�A#�F�=&����)���(�G&��&��$%#$9�&��%#�9��&��&?��8��8$<)�������%����F&����$&=�#H���<�����'��(IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIG�8��5JAK�A&��$#%)�) ���:;�#%%8K�8�'�L8�<#�=�&��:;�8���L����A#�#$�M��&$#8�#&�KB�8)�@�#�#�=��&��D?�����)F�&??&�#�#&���&��<��?�&?&��'�<#��&�#$�'#���#$��#��L8�<#�=�&��:;�8���L���(B��@#%%�)89��<&)����?8#���)&���$&)?%#$8��'K��D?���#���8�'��#)��#�����#��(�B��@#%%�8%�&��8#���������8�'�<&)�?�#$��� F������#$�#�=��<����??%F�&C���@�<&��#�=(B�#)?%&���F&���&�#����8'���??&���#�'#�#'�8%�'��#=�8�#&���&�8$<#����8�?�8=)8�#$� 8%8�$�� ��@����?������8�#&�8�'�'���%&?)���(�������������/�E&��<�/�<�:�K�M?�(�.125<#%8'�%?<#8�5M�./.1!N0.2O�0!0P20!2



����������	��
��	������������
���������������������������������� ��!���"��!���#$%$#$&!'��()*+',-���./$0/%1%.�%2%#�345+2�4��6��78�((��"4��6)�78�((�&39�(�)!+:,;�<�����:���+��"<�����:���+�&39�(�)!+:,;�<���� ���&=��9=���*�:�*)+�!"<���� ���&=��9=���*�:�*)+�!,�>*2�?�@+&=��9=���*�:�*)+�!�"?�@+&=��9=���*�:�*)+�!,�ABCDEFGH�AIGJH�KLCJMDN�OPJQ�DIGJH�MLIDQ�RELI�LSCQJTD�LR�UJCV�WLXDEFIDFCN�YL�FLC�MHJMZ�LF�HJFZQ�LE�L[DFGCCGMPIDFCQ�SFHDQQ�VLS�EDMLWFJ\D�CPD�QDFTDEN]����3�>̂�>+8�*�('�'�����78�((�̂��� �_��9��!�+���78����_����>�:�*�̀��+*����+�̂?��'�=�����!��+��a<�����'b�+<<+����+���+��9��<�+<+�� �9���+��*� �����*�����_��9��!�+���78����_���)?��=�((�'�6��9+'����<�����'+���*+'<(�*��� ̂��a<����:���� ���'���������:�)�?��=�((��(�+��������������� 9+'��<��*����b�������*���!��9���8<<(b�+@���=�9+8���!)?��'<(+���b+8��+������� ��8<<+����� �:� 8�(� ���!����+���+��*9��:����<��!'���*���(��*�����=���<�����:���+���� � �:�(+<'���)������������� ��!��$$.$�c����*+*6���̂�39�(� �(<9��̂�3̀�$0$%#



����������	��
��	������������
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STgeX̂RĝcTSm[gcm̂cTSm[
SZf
STgeSRVmV_XgSm
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USTVmbZ
QVc_eRT̂b��o
ik
ŝe
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6/11/24, 11:04AM Mail - preservation - Outlook 

I Oppose the Washington Square West Historic District 

llya S. <ilusha88@gmail.com> 
Mon 6/10/2024 10:41 AM 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 
< president@washwestcivic.org > 
Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Dear PHC, Councilmember Squilla, and Washington Square West Civic Association, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed historic district in Washington Square West. 

I moved to Philadelphia with my wife three years ago from New York City. There, I was radicalized on 
housing because my apartment's building was randomly included in a new historic district formed 
purely by older neighbors who resented development nearby--even though it was a perfect place to 
expand and meet demand and ease pressures off of more vulnerable areas. Let's not beat around the 
bush: historic districting has been increasingly weaponized as a pure anti-development measure. If 
institutions do not push back on these excesses, of which this is a glaring one, the whole project risks 
becoming illegitimate. Please, hold the line here and reject the district. 

llya Schwartzburg 
606 Christian St, Philadelphia, PA 19147 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 



6/11/24, 11 :07 AM Mail - preservation - Outlook 

I Oppose the Washington Square West Historic District 

Cris Hinkley <crishinkley@gmail.com> 
Mon 6/10/202410:55 AM 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Dear PHC and Councilmember Squilla, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed historic district in Washington Square West. 

It will make home repairs more complicated, expensive and time intensive. It will also raise rents and 
home prices by restricting the supply of new housing. 

I implore you to instead support individual designation to achieve a pragmatic balance between 
preservation and development. 

Cris Hinkley 
1308 Pine St, Philadelphia, PA 19107 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 



6/11/24, 11:13AM 

Historic District? 

Tim Heller <timhe11er94@gmail.com> 
Mon 6/10/202412:19 PM 

Mail - preservation - Outlook 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 
< president@washwestcivic.org > 
Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Hello, 

I will not be able to attend the meeting on Friday at 9:00 since I will be at work, so I am just writing to 
voice my opposition to the proposed Wash West Historic District. 

Cities should be able to change and develop over time to meet the needs of its residents and 
businesses. Setting aside an entire neighborhood in a central and convenient part of the city places an 
arbitrary restriction on the ability of homeowners and business owners to meet those needs. It also 
seems like we're saying "Philly USED to be a great city, look how charming these old houses are! Let's 
freeze it in amber! ", but we are giving up on Wash West contributing to Philly being a great city in any 
meaningful way going forward. 

It's a great neighborhood to live in and I'd really like to continue to live here and hopefully buy a 
home someday. Would really be bummer for me if I got priced out because of this blanket historic 
designation. 

Thanks, 

Tim Heller 
484-643-3464 
timheller94@gmail.com 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 



6/11/24, 11 :14 AM Mail - preservation - Outlook 

I Oppose the Washington Square West Historic District 

Charlie <cbell1118@gmail.com> 
Mon 6/10/2024 12:43 PM 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 
< president@washwestcivic.org > 
Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Dear PHC, Councilmember Squilla, and Washington Square West Civic Association, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed historic district in Washington Square 
West. It will make home repairs more complicated, expensive and time intensive. It will also raise rents 
and home prices by restricting the supply of new housing. We should be making it easier to build all 
types of housing, not more difficult and complicated. Parking lots are not historic no matter how you 
label them. 

I implore you to instead support individual designation to achieve a pragmatic balance between 
preservation and development. 

Thank you, 
Charlie Bell 
1213 Walnut St 

Charlie Bell 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 
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June 11, 2024 
 
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
We are a group of Black history and preservation organizations, advocates and activists who 
were not consulted about Black history for the Washington Square West historic designation.  
We consider certain areas of the city to be ‘cultural heritage’ areas in that they served as a city-
within-a-city center for Black people in the 18th and 19th centuries.  We see these areas as 
sacred ancestral homeland.  For the 19th Century, they are between 3rd and 16th and Walnut and 
Bainbridge in the South, and Poplar to Spring Garden and 2nd to 5th in the North. 
 
We would like to further the discussion of minimized or erased histories within the context of the 
Washington Square West historic designation application (‘the application’) through a few key 
points. 
 
First, in any discussion of the historical and cultural significance of these areas in Philadelphia, 
all voices in this application process, whether in support of or in opposition to historical 
designation, should acknowledge the displacement and removal of Indigenous people and Black 
people from this geography.   
 
Second, the application focuses on a temporal and economic analyses of the Black population 
that is primarily post-bellum and that emphasizes poverty.  To the contrary, this district has a rich 
Black history dating to the 1830s.  Prior to the Civil War, the district was home to many middle 
class and wealthy Black residents, many of whom are historical figures.  At that time, at least 65 
homes in the district were owned by Black people.1 We would draw attention to Lombard and 
Rodman between 8th and 12th which were prosperous Black enclaves from the 1830s-1860s.  
Please reference the Douglass Monthly October 18602 article on Rodman Street and Fashionable 
Colored Dwellings on South Street.  
 

“We passed with our guide up South Street to Ninth, and thence to Rodman Street. 
Several fine dwellings, of three and four stories, fronted with white marble, and having 
doors of carved stone, were exhibited upon those avenues. . . . . It is peopled almost 
entirely by colored families. We gazed with curiosity at the rows of tall, beautiful houses, 
and saw, with some interest, the clean pavements and street. In some places, fine 
ornamental trees stood upon the sidewalks, and to the doorways, the families of colored 
men were seated.”  (emphasis added) 
Douglas Monthly, October 1860 

 

 
1 1838 PAS Census data https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tUmG99Y-
1sireJfh78pnpAppC0cnvdZbKIgsfQwnO5Y/edit#gid=0 
2 Douglass Monthly article https://www.newspapers.com/article/douglass-monthly-walk-through-philly-
bl/148809094/ 
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Additionally, there is a need to understand both the context of oppression as well as community 
dynamics and resource sharing that occurred.  For example, in the 1838 PAS census, many who 
appeared to be financially impoverished in earnings or occupation, were homeowners and most 
likely living a ‘prosperous’ life through sharing of resources.    
 
Note that approximately 18,000-25,000 Black people lived in the 1.5-mile radius of the 6th and 
Lombard area3.  Washington Square West was home to identifiable Black neighborhoods with 
notable historical figures, Black-built infrastructure such as homes and churches, historic 
institutions like the Banneker Institute, and Underground Railroad Safehouses.  
You will see that reflected in the roster of the Social Civil and Statistical Association, provided 
in the visual references attachment, that shows the locations of many historically important 
Black civil rights and community leaders in 1860 in this district.    
 
These Include: 
 
Halls and Institutes 
Benezet Hall - still standing  
Banneker Institute - still standing 
Liberty Hall 
Phyllis Wheatley “Equity” Hall  
The Philadelphia Institute 
The Oddfellows building 
 
Schools 
Site of Institute for Colored Youth- Waverly Street (Barley Street) 
Site of Institute for Colored Youth - Lombard Street 
Site of the Raspberry Street School 
Site of the Ohio Street School 
Site of Emeline Brown’s School 
 
Churches 
Lombard Central  
St Peter Claver - historical marker 
Second Site of St. Thomas 
St. Paul's Lutheran - historical marker 
 
Underground Railroad Sites 
Smith-Whipper Home - historical marker 
Site of Harriet Jacobs stay in Philadelphia 
Daniel Colly’s home 
 
 

 
3 1838 PAS Census data shows an official count of 18,768.  See https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/population-
statistics. Note that many Black people were Freedom Seekers and would not provide name data to the census takers 
for their own safety. Because of this, census data prior to 1865 undercounts Black people. In 1837, Black leaders 
estimated 25,000.  See AMRS.  

https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/population-statistics
https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/population-statistics
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Notable Historical Figures Who Lived in the District 
Carolyn LeCount - Second Black Principal in the Philly School District 
Elizabeth Taylor Greenfield - Opera Singer 
George Johnson - Caterer 
Hetty Reckless - Underground Railroad leader 
Jacob C. White Jr.  – Educational and Civil Rights Leader – Historical Marker 
Henry Minton - Caterer 
Henry Jones - Caterer 
Stephen Smith - Wealthy business leader and Underground Railroad leader 
William Whipper - Wealthy business leader and Underground Railroad leader 
Thomas Dorsey - Caterer  
 
Locations are provided in the attached visual references.  
 
Third, there is a need to acknowledge the harm caused to the Black community by multiple 
centuries of attempts to dislocate Black people from these areas, beginning with the mob attacks 
in the early 19th century, followed by “City Beautiful” in the late 19th century, and continued by 
“Urban Renewal” in the 20th century.   The Phyllis Wheatley “Equity” Hall, which was in the 
district and used by the Black community until 1917, was destroyed in a municipal contest.4  
Please see our attached report on the 1842 Mob attack which highlights the allowed destruction 
of Black built infrastructure by the city’s mayor, fire and police authorities in the 19th Century, a 
pattern of first responders not responding due to race.  
 
Fourth, this area was important for the Underground Railroad (UGRR).  This was in fact ‘The 
North’ as it is colloquially referred to in many UGRR movies.  This was where people landed 
after a long journey on the Eastern route.  Underground Railroad leader Daniel Colly is noted in 
the Vigilance Committee notes.5  In 1858 he lived on Quince.6  Stephen Smith and William 
Whipper are well documented as UGRR leaders, and they lived on Lombard.  While many 
UGRR records were destroyed after the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, we do have a primary source 
that indicates that on one night in 1841, there were 12 UGRR safe houses providing shelter for 
168 Freedom Seekers. 7  Harriet Jacobs wrote Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl where she 
notes 5 days spent in Philadelphia at the home of Jeremiah Durham.  This home was on Waverly 
within the district.  This means that this is a confirmed UGRR safe house. Please see our visual 
references attachment for research on this site and the 1838 Black Metropolis Arrivals walking 
tour guide.8  
 

 
4https://blog.phillyhistory.org/index.php/2019/02/african-american-history-hijacked-the-rise-and-fall-of-phillis-
wheatley-on-lombard-street/ 
5 See the Vigilance Committee notes here https://online.flippingbook.com/view/485219936/24-25/ 
6 See the 1858 data set here https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/3805 
7 See Smedley page 348 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Underground_Railroad_in_C/hzYOAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gb
pv=1&dq=reckelss&pg=PA348&printsec=frontcover 
8 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/03fb026e7cb24990afa47efbd90e6342 
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Fifth, Black Civil Rights actions occurred in this district.  St. Paul’s Lutheran on Quince was 
home to one of the early planning meetings for the 1838 Civil Rights movement to prevent 
disenfranchisement.9 Pennsylvania Equal Rights League leaders Jacob C. White Jr., who lived in 
the district on Lombard, and Octavius Catto held meetings at the Banneker institute and led the 
Trolley Car movement. The ‘Rosa Parks of Philadelphia’, Carolyn LeCount lived on Rodman 
(Bonsall) in the district.  
 
In conclusion, we offer that the Washington Square West District is sitting within a Black 
Cultural Heritage area. This area was home to thousands of Black people of all classes.  This 
population of people had impact regionally, nationally and internationally producing leaders in 
education, economics, social services, social sciences, civil rights, governance, press, literature, 
and religion whose impact was felt throughout the United States.  It is irrefutable that this “Black 
Metropolis” has a place in the establishment of Philadelphia as a birthplace of American 
democracy. 
 
 
 
 
Signed 
 
 
 
Victoria Best, Executive Director, Victoria’s Urban Outreach Tutoring Service 
 
Deborah Gary, President, Society to Preserve Philadelphia African American Assets 
 
Emma Lapsansky-Werner, Professor Emeritus of History and Visiting Professor in the Writing 
Program and Quaker Studies, Haverford College 
 
Morgan Lloyd, President, 1838 Black Metropolis 

Cornelia Swinson, Executive Director, Johnson House Historic Site 

Richard White, President, Black Docents Collective  

 
9 https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/1838-civil-rights-movement and see the Appeal of the 40,000 
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/121462397/6/ 
 

https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/1838-civil-rights-movement
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Attachments  
 
 
1842 Mob Attack and Finding Beneficial Hall  
 
Visual References 
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https://www.newspapers.com/article/douglass-monthly-walk-through-philly-bl/148809094/ 
 
 
Homeowner data from the 1838 PAS Census 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tUmG99Y-
1sireJfh78pnpAppC0cnvdZbKIgsfQwnO5Y/edit#gid=0 
 
 
PhillyHistory Blog on the Phyllis Wheatley Hall 
https://blog.phillyhistory.org/index.php/2019/02/african-american-history-hijacked-the-rise-and-
fall-of-phillis-wheatley-on-lombard-street/ 
 
 
Smedley’s History of the Underground Railroad page 348 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Underground_Railroad_in_C/hzYOAAA
AIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=reckelss&pg=PA348&printsec=frontcover 
  
 
1838 Vigilance Committee notes https://online.flippingbook.com/view/485219936/24-25/ 
 
 
1838 Civil Rights Movement https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/1838-civil-rights-
movement 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/186XiIjrwC1DUSkMczeTfRVpjPFy9jzAp/view
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGG5LSwC8E/iiqVl9Hlm4IP3j-ofOCowQ/view?utm_content=DAGG5LSwC8E&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/121462397/6/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/03fb026e7cb24990afa47efbd90e6342
https://www.newspapers.com/article/douglass-monthly-walk-through-philly-bl/148809094/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tUmG99Y-1sireJfh78pnpAppC0cnvdZbKIgsfQwnO5Y/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tUmG99Y-1sireJfh78pnpAppC0cnvdZbKIgsfQwnO5Y/edit#gid=0
https://blog.phillyhistory.org/index.php/2019/02/african-american-history-hijacked-the-rise-and-fall-of-phillis-wheatley-on-lombard-street/
https://blog.phillyhistory.org/index.php/2019/02/african-american-history-hijacked-the-rise-and-fall-of-phillis-wheatley-on-lombard-street/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Underground_Railroad_in_C/hzYOAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=reckelss&pg=PA348&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Underground_Railroad_in_C/hzYOAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=reckelss&pg=PA348&printsec=frontcover
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/485219936/24-25/
https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/1838-civil-rights-movement
https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/1838-civil-rights-movement
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1838 Pennsylvania Abolition Society Census Population Statistics 
https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/population-statistics 
 
1847 Pennsylvania Abolition Society Census data https://ds-pages.swarthmore.edu/paac/ 
 
1858 Pennsylvania Abolition Society Census data 
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/3805 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.1838blackmetropolis.com/population-statistics
https://ds-pages.swarthmore.edu/paac/


6/11/24, 11:17 AM Mail - preservation - Outlook 

I Oppose the Washington Square West Historic District 

MANFRED WEIS <manfredweis@icloud.com> 
Tue 6/11/2024 11 :02 AM 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 

< president@washwestcivic.org > 

Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Dear PHC, Councilmember Squilla, and Washington Square West Civic Association, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed historic district in Washington Square West. 

It will make home repairs more complicated, expensive and time intensive. It will also raise rents and 
home prices by restricting the supply of new housing. 

I implore you to instead support individual designation to achieve a pragmatic balance between 
preservation and development. 

Manfred Weis 
610 Queen St 
Philadelphia 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 



6/11/24, 11:17 AM Mail - preservation - Outlook 

I Oppose the Washington Square West Historic District 

Anthony Faino <anthonyfaino@gmail.com> 
Tue 6/11/2024 11 :12 AM 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 

< president@washwestcivic.org > 

Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

As a resident of Philadelphia who works in this proposed district and has friends and family who live in 
this proposed district, I want to express my opposition to this Historic District designation. 

It is the full history of this neighborhood that makes it so interesting and important. The 
neighborhood bares to marks of every phase of this city's development, good and bad, up through 
the present. This historic district designation would stop that and keep this neighborhood largely 
frozen, unable to adapt and change as vibrant neighborhoods must. As a result it will hinder the 
maintenance and rehabilitation of existing properties and create obstacles to building new ones. As a 
centrally located neighborhood filled with both services and amenities, we should be trying to 
responsibly and sensitively maximize density, not forsake it. This district would ultimately undermine 
density and make housing and commercial space more expensive. In fact, it could lead to the 
deterioration of the the neighborhood as maintenance and upkeep are deferred. The inclusion of 
parking lots in the proposal (with only vague allusions to presumed significant archeological treasure 
beneath) speaks to the thoughtless with which this proposal was created. 

Historic designations should be much more limited to properties or simply "rows", so the full impact 
can be thoughtfully considered and planned for. This is lazy and anti-urban nonsense. 

Thanks you 
Anthony Faino 
1530 S lseminger St 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 
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6/11/24, 11:02AM 

Opposition to Historic District 

Brendan Novak < brendanrnovak@gmail.com > 
Mon 6/10/202410:35 AM 

Mail - preservation - Outlook 

To:Mark Squilla < Mark.Squilla@Phila.gov> ;preservation < preservation@Phila.gov> ;president@washwestcivic.org 
< president@washwestcivic.org > 
Cc:lnfo@washwestcivic.org < I nfo@washwestcivic.org > 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Dear Council member Squilla, Members of the Historic Commission, and Members of the Civic 
Association, 

As a resident of Washington Square West (736 Pine St.), I am firmly opposed to the historic district 
proposal in its current form. I believe the overlay is far too expansive and should be discarded. Any 
enacted plan should be more carefully designed to better balance the important goal of preserving 
important structures and spaces with the needs of a growing, desirable neighborhood. In particular, I 
worry about the designation of surface parking lots as "historic properties." Surely it is inappropriate to 
include these parcels, especially in a neighborhood beloved by many residents for its walkability and 
transit access. If anything, these surface lots *detract* from the neighborhood's historic character, and 
create a worse quality of life for many residents and visitors by disrupting the urban fabric and 
encouraging polluting, dangerous transportation modes. Additionally, I am concerned about the effect 
this plan will have on rents and home prices. I do not believe that the area would be well served by 
casting it in amber and de facto excluding so many vibrant individuals and families who want to 
contribute to and enjoy the neighborhood. 

I urge you to reject the proposal in its current form, and more carefully consider the specific goals that 
a historic district designation is intended to achieve in any future iteration. 

Best, 

Brendan Novak, 736 Pine St 

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/preservation@Phila.gov/inbox/id/ AAMkADNiOTBkMjAxL T JIMGltN DVIYS05MGRjL TE 1 NTEyMjl2ZTRhMwBGAAAA... 1 /1 
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ǹ
w
[cd
̀sqq\̀f\d
fZ
Zsb
hb\̀\bocf_Za
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1608 Walnut Street, Suite 1702  Philadelphia, PA 19103  215.546.1146  www.PreservationAlliance.com 
 

 
July 11, 2024 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Dear Members of the Historical Commission,  
 
I am writing to urge the Historical Commission to avoid unnecessary additional continuances for 
the Spruce Hill or Washington Square West historic district nominations at tomorrow’s meeting 
of the Historical Commission. While the contentions of those requesting continuances deserve to 
be considered, we respectfully suggest the Historical Commission bring these districts to a vote 
before the end of this summer. 
 
o Each district nomination has been properly noticed to affected property owners under the 

provisions of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations - in February for Spruce Hill and 
March for Washington Square West. 

o Both district nominations have been unanimously recommended for approval by 
Commission staff and by the Committee on Historic Designation. 

o Each nomination has already been continued once due to procedural issues. 
o Respectfully, we would contend that the Commission has had ample time to consider 

public arguments for and against the nominations. Unless new information is offered, a 
voluminous number of arguments for and against designation have been shared with the 
Commission in writing dating back as far as March -- five months ago. 

o Many property owners spoke in favor of the nominations at their respective Committee 
on Historic Designation meetings. Equal weight should be given to the many property 
owners who welcome and support historic district designation, not just loud voices of 
opposition.  

o Given the above, further continuances would serve no discernable purpose except to 
unnecessarily lengthen the Commission’s crowded agenda and deepen unfortunate intra-
community tensions if this consideration is drawn out even further.  

 
Since 1986, more than 40 historic districts across the city have been added to the Philadelphia 
Register, including W. Diamond Street, Rittenhouse-Fitler, Society Hill, Old City, Spring Garden, 
Girard Estate, Tudor East Falls, Wayne Junction, Overbrook Farms, Black Doctors Row, 
Victorian Roxborough, and Powelton Village, to name a few. 
 
I hope you will consider the nominations of the Spruce Hill or Washington Square West historic 
districts this summer rather than agree to unnecessary additional continuances that would extend 
this process into the fall and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Paul Steinke, Executive Director 
paul@preservationalliance.com 
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