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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

CLEARFIELD APARTMENTS will be a new construction, mixed-use 
project that will include a 48-unit affordable senior housing building 
as well as an 24,700-sf retail/commercial space. Located on a vacant 
site in the Allegheny West neighborhood of Philadelphia, the long-
underutilized site will be developed not only with housing, but the 
addition of the retail/commercial space will provide access much 
needed amentities in a underserved area.

The site for the project is a 53,606-sf lot which many years ago housed 
a warehouse. The site has been vacant since 1980. The site is level 
and rectangular in shape and is bounded by N. 20th Street to the 
east, W. Clearfield Street to the north, and W. Toronto Street to the 
south. To the north are mostly former industrial buildings, to the east 
are recently cleared vacant sites, and to the south and west sits a 
residential neighborhood.

The new, 4-story residential building is sited with entrance to the 
building from W. Toronto Street, adjacent the residential community to 
the south. Access to the entry is from a green, landscaped plaza. The 
building is oriented north-south on the site and a parking lot separates 
the housing from retail/commercial space.  The retail/commercial 
building is located in a standalone building positioned at edge of the 
property along N. 20th Street. The entry to the retail is also off the 
plaza created at the entry to the housing. The intention is to create 
a neighborhood retail space easily accessible to residents both in 
Clearfield Apartments and the neighborhood beyond. 

In total, 33 parking spaces are proposed. The senior housing building 
will provide 48 One Bedroom units. In addition to the apartments, 
there will be a Management Office Suite at the First Floor, as well as a 
Community Room with Kitchen located directly off a spacious, light-
filled Lobby. The Community Room overlooks the Plaza and opens 
directly onto it providing another opportunity for the residents to gather. 
The balance of the First Floor contains a Mail Room, Maintenance 
Office/Shop, as well as Trash Room, Electrical and Utility/Water.

The second through fourth floors are served by two elevators. At each 
residential floor there will be shared Laundry facilities, as well as a 
Trash Room with a trash chute, and a Janitor’s Closet.

There will be six handicapped accessible One Bedroom Units. Two 
additional units will be provided to be accessible by persons with a 
hearing or vision impairment. The balance of the units will be adaptable 
and VisitAble.  

MATERIALS

The exterior façade at CLEARFIELD APARTMENTS is brick veneer to 
evoke the red brick rowhouse neighborhood as well as the industrial 
heritage of the immediate area.  Lush landscaping and multiple trees 
are planned for a deep green band at the base of the building as it 
faces the parking lot – the intention is that although these units look 
out over the parking, we envision their view through abundant trees 
and greenery. 

SUSTAINABILITY

CLEARFIELD APARTMENTS will be designed to receive certification 
from Enterprise Green Communities – 2020. The energy efficient 
building will also achieve certification under the US Department of 
Energy’s Zero Energy Ready Home Program.

The U-value of the exterior building envelope will exceed the 2015 
International Energy Conservation Code Chapter 5 requirements by 
7% as verified by a COMcheck certificate. Air sealing of the exterior 
building envelope shall be included.

All appliances, HVAC equipment with a capacity of less than 60,000 
btuh, windows, exhaust fans, range hoods and exit signs shall be 
Energy Star-rated, where such appliances and equipment are available. 
100% of the dwelling unit lighting, as well as 100% of the community 
room and common area lighting shall be equipped with LED fixtures.
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  VIEW OF SITE FROM N. 20TH STREET, LOOKING SOUTH   VIEW OF N. 20TH STREET, LOOKING SOUTH1 2

  W. CLEARFIELD STREET, LOOKING SOUTHWEST3   VIEW OF SITE FROM W. CLEARFIELD STREET, LOOKING SOUTHEAST4 W. TORONTO STREET, LOOKING NORTHEAST5
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  VIEW OF SITE FROM W. TORONTO STREET, LOOKING NORTHEAST N. WOODSTOCK STREET, LOOKING SOUTH6 7

  VIEW OF SITE FROM W. TORONTO STREET, LOOKING NORTHWEST8   VIEW OF SITE FROM N. 20TH STREET, LOOKING NORTH9 VIEW OF SITE, LOOKING NORTH10
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  NORTHWEST AERIAL VIEW11   NORTHEAST AERIAL VIEW12

  SOUTHEAST AERIAL VIEW13   SOUTHWEST AERIAL VIEW14
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                      In accordance with the terms and provisions of Sections  
14-603 (16) (d), 14-705 (1), and 14-803 (5) of the Philadelphia Code pertaining to
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Ace of Hearts Eastern Redbud
CERCIS CANADENSIS ‘ACE OF HEARTS’

North Star White Spruce
PICES GLAUCA ‘NORTH STAR’

Emerald Green Arborvitae
THUJA OCCIDENTALIS ‘ EMERALD GREEN’

Japanese Snowbell
STYRAX JAPONICAS

Ivory Silk Japanese Lilac
SYRINGA RETICULATA ‘ IVORY SILK’

Sherwood Abelia
ABELIA GRANDIFLORA ‘ SHERWOODII’ 

Brilliantissima Red Chokeberry
ARONIA ARBUTIFOLIA ‘BRILLIANTISSIMA’ 

Shamrock Inkberry
ILEX GLABRA ‘SHAMROCK’ 

Red Sprite Winterberry
ILEX VERTICILLATA ‘RED SPRITE’ 

Castle Spire Blue Holly
ILEX X MESERVEAE ‘HACHFEE’ 

Henry’s Garnet Virginia Sweetspire
ITEA VIRGINICA ‘HENRY’S GARNET’ 

Summer Wine Ninebark
PHYSOCARPUS OPULIFOLIUS ‘SEWARD’

Mountain Fire Japanese Pieris
PIERIS JAPONICA ‘MOUNTAIN FIRE’

Blue Muffin Viburnum
VIBURNUM DENTATUM ‘ CHRISTOM’

Prague Viburnum
VIRBURNUM PRAGENSE

Wild Columbine
AQUILEGIA CANADENSIS

Purple Coneflower
ECHINACEA PURPUREA

Wild Geranium
GERANIUM MACULATUM

Summer Solstice Sundrops
OENOTHERA FRITICOSA ‘SUMMER SOLSTICE’

Black Eyed Susan
RUDBECKIA FULGIDA 

New York Aster
SYMPHYTRICHUM NOVI-BELGII ‘ BLUE LAGOON’

RETAIL/COMMERCIAL PARKING
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MATERIALS PALETTE
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SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

sustainability
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