CHRISTIAN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Proposed Action: Designation

Property Owner: Various

Nominator: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia
Number of Properties: 154

Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate a historic district that consists of 154
properties on Christian Street between S. Broad Street and S. 20™ Street in the Graduate Hospital
neighborhood of Philadelphia. The nomination contends that the Christian Street Historic District
is significant under Criteria for Designation A, C, and J. The period of significance begins in 1860
and ends in 1945, recognizing three different phases in the area’s development. Beginning in
1860 through about 1900, this was a predominantly Irish neighborhood known as St. Charles
Parish. The row houses constructed in the early period of the neighborhood'’s development
between 1860 and 1890 reflect the environment in an era characterized by two distinct
architectural styles: the Italianate and the Néo-Grec styles, satisfying Criterion C. The
neighborhood underwent demographic transition between 1900 and 1910, and was associated
with Philadelphia’s Black elite until about 1945. Christian Street was both a residential
neighborhood for Black professionals and a streetcar thoroughfare lined with prominent Black
institutions, including churches, a public school, a Y.M.C.A., a post office, fraternal and political
club houses, a hair salon, and a pharmacy, all there to serve the immediate community, satisfying
Criterion J. The individuals who lived and worked here included prominent Black pastors, doctors,
teachers, architects, contractors, pharmacists, politicians, small business owners, a postal
superintendent, and a funeral director, satisfying Criterion A. This nomination is a direct result of
public concern about demolitions in 2020 on Christian Street west of Broad Street. City Council
passed demolition moratorium legislation in 2021 which allowed for the Preservation Alliance and
South of South Neighbors Association to collaborate on the nomination.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the
Christian Street Historic District satisfies Criteria for Designation A, C, and J.



NOMINATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM (CD, EMAIL, FLASH DRIVE)
ELECTRONIC FILES SHOULD BE WORD OR WORD COMPATIBLE

1. NAME OF HISTORIC DISTRICT (CURRENT/HISTORIC)
Christian Street Historic District

2. LOCATION

Please attach a map of Philadelphia locating the historic district.

Councilmanic District(s): 2

3. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please attach a written description and map of the district boundaries.

4. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a written description and photographs of the built and natural environments/ characteristic

streetscape of the district.

5. INVENTORY
Please attach an inventory of the district with an entry for every property. All street addresses must coincide
with official Office of Property Assessment addresses.

Total number of properties in district: 154

Count buildings with multiple units as one.

Number of properties already on Register/percentage of total: 2 | 1%
Number of significant properties/percentage of total: 16, 10%
Number of contributing properties/percentage of total: 122/ 79%

Number of non-contributing properties/percentage of total: 16, 10%

6. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.

Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1860 to 1945




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic district satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):
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(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

7. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Please attach a bibliography.

8. NOMINATOR

OrganizationPreservation Alliance for Greater Phila. DateFebruary 1, 2022
Name with TitleKevin Block; Adrian Trevisan EmailPatrick@preservationallaince.com
Street Address 1608 Walnut St., Suite 1702 Telephone215-546-1146 x5

City, State, and Postal CodePhiladelphia, PA 19103

NominatorDis is not the property owner.

PHC UsSE ONLY

Date of Receipt:February 1, 2022

v

Date of Preliminary Eligibility:

Correct-Complete Incorrect-Incomplete Date: April 6, 2022

Date of Notice Issuance: April 7, 2022

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:
|:|Designated |:|Rejected 12/7/18
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Author Biographies and Contact Information

Kevin Block, PhD, is an architectural and cultural historian based in Philadelphia. In addition to his academic
research, he has prepared several nominations for the Preservation Alliance as a consultant and is now
serving on the Steering Committee for the Young Friends of the Preservation Alliance. He received his
doctoral degree from the University of California, Berkeley and has taught most recently at Princeton
University.

Adrian Trevisan, MSHP, is an architectural historian based in Princeton, NJ. He has prepared nominations to
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places for the Preservation Alliance and other non-profits, and taught a
class for the Princeton Adult School on “The Development of Princeton, NJ, 1890-1910.” He has received
master’s degrees from the University of Pennsylvania and Johns Hopkins University.

The authors would like to thank the many advisors, experts, and community members who supported the
completion of project. All errors, omissions, and interpretations in the following nomination, however,
belong to the authors. To make a correction and/or provide feedback, please write to them at
kevinpblock@gmail.com and AThistpres@outlook.com, or through the Preservation Alliance
(info@preservationalliance.com).
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2. Location

The Christian Street Historic District is located along Christian Street in Philadelphia. The red line on the
map below indicates the location of the historic district within the City’s boundaries.

3. Boundary Description

The Christian Street Historic District covers a six-block stretch of Christian Street, running from the first
street addresses west of South Broad Street (1414 Christian St. on the south side, and 1427 Christian St.
on the north side) to 20" Street. The northern and southern boundary lines of the district are the rear
property lines of the buildings in the district that front on Christian, except in the case of 1414, 1426,
and 1428 Christian Street. See those inventory pages for explanation of boundaries.

The following criteria were used to classify the buildings on Christian Street between South Broad Street
and South 20" Street as significant, contributing, non-contributing, or excluded from the district:
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1. Contributing (“a” and either “b” or“c”)
a. Extant during the proposed district’s period of significance
b. Ifrenovated
i.  Visible street elevation retains at least 50% of original or refurbished
construction materials (e.g. brick facade) or architectural features (e.g. cornice)
(see example)
OR
ii. Visual or photographic evidence of material integrity beneath alterations
(restoration remains possible) (see example)
c. “Non-contributing” due to structural alteration (i.e. does not meet requirements of 1b),
but occupied by a notable individual* during the period of significance
2. Non-Contributing (either of thefollowing)
a. Does not meet requirements of 1b
b. Full demolition permit issued after the period of significance and building replaced with
new construction
3. Significant (any of the following)
a. “Contributing” property occupied by a notable individual* during the period of
significance
b. Already on national, or state registers of historic places, or having a state Historic
Marker
c. Prominent institutional building from the period
4. Excluded (either of the following)
a. Empty lot
b. Three or more adjacent “Non-Contributing” properties

* For the purposes of this nomination, a "notable individual" is someone whose significant
contributions to the social history under consideration has been recorded by the digital archives of
The Philadelphia Tribune and other historical newspapers. The authors have included biographical
information about these individuals to help provide a collective portrait of the neighborhood.



Example of 1.b.i: 1930-32 Christian Street is “Contributing” because the new brick fagcade occupies
less than 50% of the original fagade.

Example of 1.b.ii: The Permastone veneer at 1842 Christian Street has been attached to the original
facade rather than replacing it; the older fagade remains underneath.



Figure 1 Map of Christian Street Historic District.
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Figure 1b Map of Christian Street Historic District, 1600 and 1700 blocks.



Figure 1c Map of Christian Street Historic District, 1800 and 1900 blocks.
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4. Description of the Built Environment

The majority of buildings included within the six blocks of the proposed Christian Street Historic District are
three-story brick rowhouses, constructed between the 1860s and 1890s to house middle-class, first- and
second-generation Irish immigrants. In comparison with parallel streets to the north and south, Christian
Street is wider and has deeper sidewalks, providing more space for trees, planters, and front steps.

Most of the L-shaped houses are rows of four, six, or eight adjoining buildings, usually arranged in pairs to
allow the maximum amount of light to enter rear windows that open onto shared backyards. The street
facades of these buildings are often paired as well, repeated in an ABAB pattern. Front doors are set to one
side of the first story. Window placement for the first floor is offset to the front door; on the second and
third floors, windows are centered. Metal hinges at the corners of each window opening (used to attach
shutters) and a curved window frame header often distinguish original wooden window units from metal
replacements. These rows of buildings are tied together by a strong bracketed cornice running the length
of the top of the row, as well as shared stone water tables. The four-unit, red-brick row of 1428-1434
Christian Street is typical of the proposed district in terms of its plan and restrained Italianate style (Figure
3). In terms of plan, the four-unit row of 1609-1613 Christian Street (Figure 4) is also typical, although it
diverges from the norm in terms of style. The calligraphically incised stone lintels mark the row as Néo-
Grec, a more muted and, for some, “masculine” architectural style that grew in popularity during the late
nineteenth century as a reaction to the overwhelming popularity of the exuberant Italianate.

Figure 3. 1428-1434 (right to left) Christian Street. Note ABAB pattern, strong cornice, water table, and eyebrow
lintels. 1430 Christian (second from left) retains curved top windows (image by Google Maps).
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Figure 4. (L) An aerial image of the north side of the 1600 block of Christian Street shows the L-shaped plan of each
row and the typical ABAB pattern of arrangement (image by Google Earth). (R) 1625 Christian Street (Image by Adrian

Trevisan)

Although Christian Street is dominated stylistically by the Italianate, subtle distinctions between “high” and
“low” Italianate and presence of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Art Deco buildings produce a dynamic
streetscape. Whereas basic Italianate rows have flat lintels and sills, High Italianate row houses include
distinguishing features such as eyebrow or jack arch lintels, brick corbelling, or the more elaborate kind of
moulded stone door surround that one can see at 1625 Christian Street (Figure 4). Queen Anne rows (e.g.
1418-1422 Christian Street) feature corbelled cornice lines rather than bracketed wooden cornices. The
Stanton Elementary School is Art Deco.

While the above description applies to the majority of the buildings which remain in or close to original
condition, many of the rowhouses in the proposed district have been modified by their owners in order to
make their home more modern or grander. 1511 Christian Street was likely an Italianate row house that
changed style with the addition of a Colonial Revival bay window. Another example of modification within
the period of significance includes 1840 Christian Street (Figure 5), which became High Italianate. The
property was owned by a physician, George Bayton, whose household included one of Black Philadelphia’s
few and wealthiest bankers, Andrew F. Stevens Jr. Comparison between 1840 Christian Street and its
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neighbors on either side shows that a wider front door and double windows were added to the first story,
an oriel was added to the second story, and triple windows replaced the original single-window pair on the
third story. All windows have decorative transoms, enclosed with either stained or carved glass. A
rusticated stone facing covers the basement story, in textural contrast to the smooth plastered brick above
it. A carved-wood bracketed cornice with finials tops the building.

Figure 5. 1840 Christian Street is one of the more outstanding examples of building modification for the purposes of
additional grandeur in the proposed district (photos by Adrian Trevisan).

Other examples of owner-modified properties include 1617 Christian Street, the home of Ambrose Gaddis,
and 1709 Christian Street, the home of Samuel Bythewood (Figure 6).! Gaddis distinguished his home from
those of his neighbors by replacing the red brick facade with yellow brick; by detailing window and door
openings with rounded, “bullnose brick”; using granite jack arch lintels instead of flat lintels; corbelling the
party walls; and by replacing the bracketed wood cornice with a swan’s neck pediment--a more exuberant,
classicizing gesture for the neighborhood. Bythewood’s home may have been an example of modification
through the steady accretion of differentiating elements. Bythewood, himself a carpenter, likely added to
his home the two-story bay, entrance portico, brick walkup, and finials whenever funds became available.

1 Gaddis is listed as owner of 1617 Christian Street in the 1920 Census, while the 1930 and 1940 censuses list two
other individuals living on site as renters. While the Census recorded Gaddis’s name as “Gaddie,” construction permits
at the Philadelphia City Archives, which Gaddis may have filled out, spell the name “Gaddis.”

12



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District
Nomination to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places

57'

y - T P
= a— - ‘ ——

Figure 6. Examples of row house modification: (L) 1617 Christian Street, the home of Ambrose Gaddis; (C) 1709

Christian Street, the home of Samuel Bythewood. (R) 1700 Christian Street, the home and front-floor workplace of

William Allmond, is an example of a corner property that was mixed commercial-residential. Allmond, an undertaker,

ran his funeral home on the first floor and lived above it (images by Adrian Trevisan).

There is also evidence on Christian Street of more recent modifications. For example, owners of the pair at
1603 and 1605 Christian Street and the individual house at 1731 Christian Street appear to have replaced
the original building facades with unornamented stucco. Within the last ten to twenty years, the
thoroughfare has also become a site of significant redevelopment, with speculative real estate developers
buying rows (e.g. 1935-1945 Christian Street) or individual houses (e.g. 1835 Christian Street) in order to
replace them with modern townhouses, sometimes deviating significantly from the normal streetscape by
adding a curb-cut driveway and front garage.

While the row house is the dominant building type on Christian Street, the corner building is an important
second type. In the period of significance, William Allmond’s funeral home at 1700 Christian Street (Figure
6) and Howell’s Pharmacy at 1801 Christian Street are examples of corner stores. Today, these corner
properties are either mixed-use, with a commercial establishment on the first floor and residences above
(e.g. Christian Street Nails at 1531 Christian Street, Nunez Grocery at 1544 Christian Street), or purely
residential, such as 1601 Christian Street. Corner buildings tend to be of similar design to the residential
rows, although less ornamented. Post Office Station “D,” at 1747 Christian Street, was the only government
building in the proposed district. After Post Office Station “D” moved to a larger facility at the southeast
corner of 18th and Montrose streets around 1940, the original post office building at 1747 Christian was
used for a variety of commercial purposes until it became apartments in 2006.

Churches form the third significant building type on Christian Street and they are also located on corner
sites. In 1910, there were three churches in the six-block stretch from Broad to 20th streets: the Eighth
United Presbyterian Church at the northeast corner of 15th and Christian streets, the First African Baptist
Church at the southwest corner of 16th and Christian streets, and the Tabor Presbyterian Church at the
southwest corner of 18th and Christian. Additionally, just outside the proposed district, the 2000 block
contained the Church of the Holy Apostles and the Saint Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church.
Walking from Broad Street, the corner bell tower of Saint Charles helps to visually define the limit of the
proposed district. All three of the churches within the district have changed congregations since the end of
the period of significance. Eight United Presbyterian Church is now Ebenezer Seventh-Day Adventist
Church; the First African Baptist Church is now The Deacon, a boutique Airbnb hotel; and the Tabor
Presbyterian Church has been demolished and is now the site of new rowhouses.
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The last two non-residential buildings in the proposed district are the Edwin M. Stanton Elementary School
and the Christian Street YMCA. The Edwin M. Stanton Elementary School was originally erected in 1870. It
was replaced with the current Art Deco structure in 1925-26 as part of a building campaign that involved
the construction of five identical school buildings in various locations across the city. It still functions today
as a public elementary school. The Christian street YMCA was originally constructed in 1914. After a
renovation in 1941, it contained social and game rooms, a library, meeting rooms, staff offices, a
gymnasium, a swimming pool, basement locker rooms, a banquet hall, a ladies bathroom, and dormitories.
The current building was erected in 1973 and opened in 1974.
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5. Inventory

An inventory of the 154 properties included in the Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District can
be found here.



Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1400 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1400 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1427 Christian St

Contributing

1414 Christian St

Contributing

1429 Christian St

Contributing

1416 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1431 Christian St

Contributing

1418 Christian St

Contributing

1433-37 Christian St

Significant

1420 Christian St

Significant

1422 Christian St

Contributing

1424 Christian St

Contributing

1426 Christian St

Contributing

1428 Christian St

Contributing

1430 Christian St

Contributing

1444 Christian St

Contributing

1500 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1500 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

822 S 15th St AKA 1501 Christian St

Contributing

1506 Christian St

Contributing

1503 Christian St

Contributing

1508 Christian St

Contributing

1509 Christian St Significant 1510 Christian St Contributing
1511 Christian St Contributing 1514 Christian St Contributing
1515 Christian St Significant 1516 Christian St Contributing
1517 Christian St Significant 1518 Christian St Contributing

1519 Christian St

Contributing

1520 Christian St

Contributing

1521 Christian St

Contributing

1524 Christian St

Contributing

1523 Christian St

Contributing

1526 Christian St

Contributing

1525 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1528 Christian St

Contributing

1527 Christian St

Contributing

1530 Christian St

Contributing

1529 Christian St

Contributing

1532 Christian St

Contributing

1531 Christian St

Contributing

1534 Christian St

Contributing

1533 Christian St

Contributing

1544 Christian St

Contributing

1535 Christian St

Contributing

1537 Christian St

Contributing

1600 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1600 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1601 Christian St

Contributing

1600-06 Christian St

Significant

1603 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1608 Christian St

Contributing

1605 Christian St

Significant

1610 Christian St

Contributing

1607 Christian St

Contributing

1612 Christian St

Contributing

1609 Christian St

Contributing

1614 Christian St

Contributing

1611 Christian St

Contributing

1620 Christian St

Significant

1613 Christian St

Contributing

1615 Christian St

Contributing

1617 Christian St

Contributing

1619 Christian St

Contributing

1621 Christian St

Contributing

1625 Christian St

Contributing

1629 Christian St

Contributing

1639 Christian St

Contributing

1641 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1643 Christian St

Contributing
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Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1700 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1700 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1701 Christian St Significant 1700 Christian St Significant
1703 Christian St Contributing 1702 Christian St Contributing
1705 Christian St Significant 1704 Christian St Contributing

1707 Christian St

Contributing

1706 Christian St

Contributing

1709 Christian St

Contributing

1708 Christian St

Contributing

1719 Christian St

Contributing

1710 Christian St

Significant

1721 Christian St

Contributing

1723 Christian St

Contributing

1725 Christian St

Contributing

1727 Christian St

Contributing

1729 Christian St

Contributing

1731 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1733 Christian St

Significant

1735 Christian St

Contributing

1737 Christian St

Contributing

1739 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1741 Christian St

Contributing

1743 Christian St

Contributing

1745 Christian St

Contributing

1747 Christian St

Significant

1800 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1800 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1801 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1812 Christian St

Contributing

1803 Christian St

Contributing

1814 Christian St

Contributing

1805 Christian St

Contributing

1816 Christian St

Contributing

1807 Christian St

Contributing

1818 Christian St

Contributing

1809 Christian St

Contributing

1820 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1811 Christian St

Contributing

1822 Christian St

Contributing

1813 Christian St

Contributing

1830 Christian St

Contributing

1815 Christian St

Contributing

1832 Christian St

Contributing

1817 Christian St

Contributing

1834 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1819 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1836 Christian St

Contributing

1821 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1838 Christian St

Contributing

1823 Christian St

Contributing

1840 Christian St

Significant

1825 Christian St

Contributing

1842 Christian St

Contributing

1827 Christian St

Contributing

1844 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1829 Christian St

Contributing

1839 Christian St

Significant

1841 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1843 Christian St

Contributing

1845 Christian St

Contributing

1847 Christian St

Non-Contributing
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Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1900 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1900 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1901 Christian St

Contributing

1906 Christian St

Contributing

1903 Christian St

Contributing

1908 Christian St

Contributing

1905 Christian St

Contributing

1914 Christian St

Contributing

1907 Christian St

Contributing

1916 Christian St

Contributing

1909 Christian St

Contributing

1918 Christian St

Contributing

1917 Christian St

Contributing

1920 Christian St

Contributing

1919 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1922 Christian St

Contributing

1921 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1924 Christian St

Contributing

1923 Christian St

Contributing

1926 Christian St

Contributing

1925 Christian St

Contributing

1928 Christian St

Contributing

1927 Christian St

Contributing

1930 Christian St

Contributing

1929 Christian St

Contributing

1932 Christian St

Contributing

1931 Christian St

Contributing

1942 Christian St

Contributing

1933 Christian St

Contributing

1947 Christian St

Contributing
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1427 Christian St OPA Number: 301167500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Emanuel Ziegler (No Occupation), family, three lodgers (6 people, White)
1930 - Rented by four families (9 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by four families (9 people, Black)

References:

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone
sills. First-floor stone sill course.

Non-historic/wood with metal screen

Stories: 3 Doors: door. segmental arch stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations: Basement windows closed.
Primary Image see attached

Notes:

King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1427 Christian St.
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. ”



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1429 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301167600

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Thomas Armstrong (Physician), family (5 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Alfonsia Lee (Hotel Waiter), wife (2 people, Black)

1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch

Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone

sills. First-floor stone sill course.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood . Segmental arch stone

lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Original cast iron basement window grate; King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. y
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Address: 1431 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301167700

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Owned by Leo Benjamin (Physician), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone
sills. First-floor stone sill course.
Original historic/paired wood doors and
frame. Bolection molding on the jamb of
the doorway suggests that this is likely
Stories: 3 Doors: the original doorway for this four-unit Neof
Grec row (compare to replacements
doorways at 1429 and 1427 Christian
and replacement door at 1433-37).
Segmental arch stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached Historic Image
Notes:

One original cast iron basement window grate and original 3/2 window remain. King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. .



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1433-37 Christian St OPA Number: 772102910

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: 8th United Presbyterian Church Year Built: 1883 (Church); ca 1865-1875 (house)
Current Name: Philadelphia Ebgnezer Seventh-day Associated Individual:
Adventist Church
Hist. Resource Type: Church Architect:
Historic Function: Church Builder:
Social History:

Rowhouse at 1433

1920 - Owned by Rebecca Russell (No Occupation), one boarder (2 people, White)

1930 - Owned by George Stockett (Garage Proprietor), wife, three renters (5 people, Black)

1940 - Rented by Hayton Faye (Cook), wife, One lodger, (3 people, Black)

Church:

The Eighth United congregation began at Fourth and Shippen (Bainbridge) Streets in 1768 as the First Associate/First United Church, and after several
moves and reorganizations, adopted the name Eighth United in 1862. It built and moved into the church on Christian St. in 1883. In 1918, it sold the
building and merged with the Fourth Reformed Church at Carlisle and Wharton.

References:

Hammond, Kenneth A., Historical Directory of Presbyterian Churches and Presbyteries of Greater Philadelphia, Presbyterian Historical Society, p 40-41

Physical Description

House: Non-historic/metal. Segmental
Style: The row house at 1433 is Neo-Grec. The Windows: arch stone lintels with keystones and
yie: church building is Gothic Revival. ) stone sills. First-floor stone sill course.

Basement windows closed.

House: Non-historic/wood door.
Segmental arch stone lintel. The
bolection molding on the jamb of the
doorway suggests that this is likely the

Stories: 3 Doors: e
original doorway (compare to
replacements at 1429 and 1427
Christian), although the door is a
replacement.
Bays: Other Materials: House:lStone founQatlon. Metal cornice.
King of Prussia marble stoop
Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

OPA address is rowhouse and church

Physical Description for Church:

Style - Gothic Revival; Stories -2.5; Bays - 3; Exterior Walls - stone;

Windows - Stained glass clerestory windows, original wood; however some on 15th St. appear to have been modified to allow installation of air-
conditioning units;  Doors - original wood, with stained glass transom

Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Eighth Church, Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every
Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1433-37 Christian St.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1414 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301184000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to John Sheay (Undertaker), family (6 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Catherine Shea (Housekeeper), family (8 people, White)
1940 - Owned by Catherine Shea (No Occupation), family (7 people, White)

References:
Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with brick segmental

Style: Italianate Windows: arches and decorative stone keystones
and jambs.
Non-historic/wood with metal screen.
Stories: 3 Doors: Brick segmental arch and stone
keystones and jambs.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

see attached

Notes:

Brownstone stoop; stuccoed water table

Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21

32



KIM
Text Box
Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.

KIM
Text Box
2


1414 Christian St.




Christian Street Historic District Inventory

Address: 1416 Christian St OPA Number: 301184100

Individually Listed: Status: Replacement

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2018
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Charles Jones (Agent), family, One lodger (8 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Charles Jones (No Occupation), family, One lodger (7 people, White)
1940 - Owned by Elizabeth Sullivan (Widow, Saleslady), Jones family, One lodger (7 people, White)

References:
Physical Description
. " Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
Style: N/A - new construction Windows: and sills.
Stories: Doors: Non-historic/wood w/ transom.
Bays: Other Materials: Brick steps with stone treads.
Google Maps Streetview shows that this
Exterior Walls: Brick with stone belt course. Additions/Alterations: property was demolished except for
some joists in September 2018.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1418 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301184200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Joseph Varallo (Notary Public), family (14 people, White)

1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Rented by 4 families (7 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. molded stone sill
course on first floor; flat stone lintels on
Style: Queen Anne Revival Windows: second and third floors. Stone eyebrow
lintels which were cleaned or replaced,
2014-16, (Google Street View).
. Non-historic/wood with decorative
Stories: 3 Doors:
surround.
Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
Bays: 2 Other Materials: metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.
Exterior Walls: Brick, plastered basement. Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Brownstone stoop; stuccoed water table
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1420 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

881576220

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Bishop Josiah Caldwell

1920 - Rented to One Boarder, two lodgers (3 people, White)

1930 - Owned by Josiah Caldwell (Clergy), family (4 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Eliza Parker 12 lodgers (13 people, Black)
Josiah Caldwell came to Philadelphia in 1896 as pastor of the Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church at 1500 Lombard St., and in 1911 was elected Chairman of the
Board of Bishops of the church, leading that 400,000 national organization until his death in 1935. He was described as having “rare powers as an orator”
with a musical voice and personal magnetism. (See attached biography)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Physical Description

Queen Anne Revival

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Brick

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal. Formstone sill course
on first floor; flat stone lintels on second
and third floors. Formstone eyebrow
lintels.

Non-historic/wood with sidelight window.

Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.

Lack of a seam at the party walls
between 1418-1420 and 1420-1422
Christian Street and a shared cornice

line suggests the three houses were built

at the same time, although the brick
facade of 1420 appears to have been
cleaned and the door lintel replaced.

Formstone transverse stoop is an

addition
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1420 Christian St. — Josiah Caldwell (1862 — 1935)

Josiah Caldwell was born in Charlotte, North Carolina in 1862. After
attending Charlotte public school as a child, he attended Livingston College
in Salisbury, North Carolina, receiving a BD and DD. He joined the
pastorate of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 1890, and was
assigned to ever-larger churches North Carolina, Virginia, and New York,
before arriving in Philadelphia in 1896.1

In Philadelphia, Caldwell was assigned to the Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church,
at 1500 Lombard St., a highly visible post, given to those with promise—by
1978 eleven of Welsey’s 38 pastors (almost one in three) had become
bishops. Having performed well, four years later he became financial
secretary of the national A.M.E. Zion Church organization—an opportunity
to learn how the church functioned. Not surprisingly, four years after that,
in 1904, he became one of twelve bishops, based St. Louis, Missouri, with
responsibility for the Middle and Western Episcopal District. Completing Bishop Josiah Caldwell, ca 1935
his meteoric rise, in 1911 he was elected Chairman of the Board of Bishops, (Phitadelphia Tribune)
and moved back to Philadelphia. In addition to his national leadership duties, he was also responsible
for churches in New York, Philadelphia, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina.?

Caldwell had married in 1880. His wife, Ella, and their three children moved with him to his various
assignments. When they returned to Philadelphia in 1911, they moved to a house on South 15% St. and
remained there at least until 1916. In 1920, three white people lived in 1420 Christian St., Anna Viola
Brown, a 22-year old clerk; Lawrence Rushanoff, a 19-year old Russian Jew who worked as a driver; and
Olive Hinkley, a 25-year old New Yorker who worked as a stenographer. While Rushanoff and Hinkley
were lodgers, Brown was boarder, but no housekeeper or owner is listed in the Census. By 1930, as part
of the demographic change occurring on Christian St., Hinkley, Rushanoff, and Brown had moved, and
Bishop Caldwell had purchased the house for himself and his family.3

Bishop Caldwell was described as having “rare powers as an orator. Many joined the church under the
spell of his earnest flow spiritual words. His voice was musical and seemed to have magnetism which
captured the attention of his hearers.”* He spent much of his time on the road, visiting churches in his
district, both to oversee them and to preach. He also attended conferences, serving as the A.M.E. Zion’s
representative to three world ecumenical councils, where he had the opportunity to meet and work
with religious leaders of many denominations from around the globe. By 1923, the A.M.E. Zion church

1 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” Indianapolis Recorder, April 13, 1935, 1.

2 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1; “Given A Large Reception,” Philadelphia Tribune, December 23, 1916,
1; “Senior Bishop Dies in Philadelphia,” Pittsburgh Courier, April 13, 1935, 4; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old Prelate,
Apoplexy Victim,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 11, 1935, 1.

3 Boyd’s Philadelphia Clty Directory - 1916 (Philadelphia, PA: C. E. Howe Co., 1916), 347; “1920 US Census,” n.d.,
District 0978 Image 20; “1930 US Census,” n.d., District 0113 Image 1.

4 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1.
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counted more than 400,000 members; no doubt running an organization of this size required
exceptional managerial as well as religious ability from its senior leadership.”

In 1934, Ella Caldwell died unexpectedly, with newspapers ascribing the cause to indigestion. Slightly
more than a year later, Bishop Caldwell succumbed to a stroke, dying at home on a Sunday evening. His
three children and former parishioners at Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church were joined by his fellow bishops
for the ceremony. By the 1940 Census, the Caldwell house at 1420 Christian St. was rented to Eliza
Parker, who lived there with 12 lodgers.®

5 “Fleet St. A.M.E. Zion Church, Brooklyn,” The New York Age, October 9, 1920, 8; “100 Delegates Attend 109th A
M.E.Z. Meet,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 26, 1930, 2; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old Prelate, Apoplexy Victim,” 1; E.O.
Watson, ed., Year Book of the Churches (New York, NY: The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America,
1923), 400.

6 “Indigestion Fatal To Mrs. Ella Caldwell,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 4, 1934, 1; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old
Prelate, Apoplexy Victim,” 1; “Senior Bishop Dies in Philadelphia,” 4; “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1;
“1940 US Census,” n.d., District 51-931 Image 8.
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1422 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

881576210

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Mary Baxter (No Occupation), family (5 people, White)
1930 - Rented by three families (7 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Philip Moore (Truck Driver), family (3 people, Black)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Physical Description

Queen Anne Revival

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Brick

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal. Molded stone sill
course on first floor; flat stone lintels on
second and third floors. Stone eyebrow

lintels.

Non-historic/wood with infill.

Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.

Google Maps Street View shows that the
front windows and door of this house
were boarded in August 2009. By May
2011, the lintels and sills appear to have
been cleaned/stained, after which point
brick discoloration appears under the

sills.
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1424 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184610

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by two families, One Boarder, six lodgers (12 people, White)

1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by Jessie Watkins (Teacher), One lodger (2 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Stone segmental
Style: Italianate Windows: arch lintels and flat stone sills. Shutter
hinges removed.
. ) Historic, not original/wood. Double doors.
Stories: 3 Doors: :
Stone segmental arch lintels.
2 Iron grates over basement windows.
Bays: Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with panels and
brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Front windows replaced May-June 2011

Primary Image

Notes:

See attached

(Google Maps Street View)

Original cast iron grates on basement windows remain.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1426 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184700

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John Mcvay (Publisher), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by John Mcvay (Bookshop Proprietor), family (3 people, White)
1940 - Owned by John Mcvay (Book Seller), family (3 people, White)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate

Windows:

Doors:

2

Other Materials:

Brick, stone basement/water table.

See attached

Flat marble lintels and sills. Protruding
metal shutter hinges at the corners of
each window opening suggest that the
window units are original, although the
sashes may be replacements. Original
shutter dogs are visible on second story.

Flat stone lintel. The bolection molding of
the door jamb and above the transom
window, as well as the molded transom
bar, suggests that this is likely an original
doorway. The wood door itself, however,
may not be original.

Ornate wood cornice with brackets and
molded panels, possibly original.

Additions/Alterations:

Original bluestone paver sidewalk and boot scraper remain.
Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:

Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1428 Christian St - select
buildings; see notes

OPA Number:

Status:

886700100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)
1930 - Owned by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)
1940 - Owned by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Hlstgnc (but not on_gmal)/metal WI‘th flat
windows and painted marble sills.
Flat stone lintel. The bolection molding of
the door jamb and above the transom
window suggests that this is likely an
Stories: 3 Doors: original doorway. The transom bar,
however, looks to have been replaced
(compare to 1426 Christian). The door
itself is likely a replacement.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Ornate wood cornice W|t_h bra(?kgts and
molded panels, possibly original.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

See attached

OPA number for 1428 now includes 1432-1442 Christian St.

Designation only includes two buildings fronting onto Christian Street, with addresses marked as 1428 and 1432 Christian Street. See
next two pages of photographs. All other buildings contained within this tax parcel are excluded from the historic district boundaries.

Note: 1430 Christian Street is located in between these two buildings but is a separate parcel and is therefore included as a separate
inventory entry following this inventory listing.

Classification:

Contributing (1428 and 1432 only)

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1432 Christian St.
(included in OPA 1428 Christian St)

50



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1430 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184900

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record

1930 - Rented to Josephine Fassett (Boarding House Proprietor), three lodgers (4 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Mamie Fullerton (Dietician), family (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with flatlmarble sills
and segmental arch lintels.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with stained glass
transom.
Ornate wood cornice with brackets and
Bays: 2 Other Materials: molded panels, possibly original. Metal
flashing.
Windows and doors replaced between
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: May 2014 and October 2016 (Google
Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1444 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

881576300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: As Salaam Barbershop Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Barnet Roman (Cigar Manufacturer), family (7 people, White)
1930 - Rented to five families (10 people, Black)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal, flat stone sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

822 South 15th St

OPA Number:

Status:

871539990

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
As Salaam Barbershop/Universal
Education Management Company / The Associated Individual:
Wellness of You Inc. / Mighty Writers
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Pocahontas Owen (Beauty Parlor Proprietor), family, four lodgers (7 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to Josephine Ashville (Stenographer) (1 Person, Black)
1940 - Rented to seven families (17 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-hlsto_rlc/metal corner door. Possibly
historic/wood side door.

) . Dentiled wooden cornice with brackets.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Glass brick ribbon window.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Plastered first floor. Large kitchen

exhaust.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Includes 1501 Christian St. First floor completely rebuilt but 2nd and 3rd floors appear to be original
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1503 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301168300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Robert Hill (Building Inspector), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Jetts Cox (Clergy), family (9 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by John Henry (Elevator Operator), family, three lodgers (6 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Rusticated stone sill courses and belt
courses.
Non-historic/metal cornice. Brick facade
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: was repointed and cleaned sometime
around June 2014. (Google Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

A